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LIFE

1 	Make a dame of girl fellow 
has song written about 

2 	Oliver perhaps was first 
for spooned out gruel? 

3 	Pierced sand-eel dead 
4 	A fashion one left like the 

works of Schoenberg? 
5 	Capital is a unit of power 

opposition initially backed 
6 	Reach hospital inside poor 

quarter 
7 	Conclusions found in some 

gasoline 
8 	Abdomen taxidermy 

innards? 
	 9 	Hopper that is in festival 
	10 	This muscle is in favour of 

maintaining law 
	11 	Old animal disease of 

batrachians seen regularly
	12 	About to leave African 

ground starch 
	13 	One who showers using 

Shield it’s said 
	14 	More silly American is 

replaced by European 
that’s handier 

	15 	Erased rambling plants 
	16 	Sets forth again note lost 

by disorganised emissary 
	17 	Abandoned outlier lacking 

European sockets 
	18 	Clouds with nothing odd in 

nuclei 
	19 	Old Macdonald’s invested 

with property from 
informal electronic funds 
transfer 

	20 	One flourished amidst the 
present immigration? 

	21 	Awkward dancer stretched 
out neck 

	22 	Holy man replete with ‘the 
blood of Christ’ languished 

	23 	Before medical life-force 
was sound as a bell 

	24 	Writing papers son delayed 
in lease transfer 

	25 	One after internal 
intramuscular membrane 

	26 	Note American values that 
are the lowest possible 

	27 	Un-English Arians embrace 
foreign law? 

	28 	Lacking name, repellent 
wine punch is something 
chemically produced (3-3)

	29 	Lukashenko so vowed to 
protect country 

	30 	Genuine roman numerals 
leave Sherlock perplexed 

	31 	 In the past, ruinously 
advanced work about 
reversing vehicle 

	32 	Pirate greeting sailor 
	33 	Capone leaves frightening 

supply of ordnance 
	34 	Graham moving here? 
	35 	Black singer on the 

wireless is a sucker? 
	36 	 Abridge excellent Gibbons? 
	37 	More retro looker is 

absurdly fashionable 
	38 	Aloof, like the upper 

classes without a leader 

	39 	Distraught one amid 
collapsed shelf 

	40 	Troy, with wife leaving, 
drunk whisky like a dog 

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
26 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2778, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please note the earlier deadline 
due to the Christmas printing 
schedule. 

Crossword 
2778: Flightpath  
by Madrigal 

torture will remove the smug smile, then when you 
have supremacy, Off with his head!
Elizabeth R.� Shirley Curran

A smith, clept John, from London, hath a qualm!
Writ he: ‘Dear Uncle Geoff, no soothing balm,
(of doctor or apothecary procured)
hath healed me of my malady since lured
by harlots at the William Conqueror Inn
to practise in their chambers carnal sin.
When now I piss, unto my knees I sink
in pain, with dark-hued urine that doth stink.’

I sayeth, in reply: ‘Though, John, you’ve strayed,
and Venus’ temptations have waylaid
your very soul, a metal doth exist –
quicksilver! If ingested, ’twill assist,
and one way or another sort you out,
though ofttimes full recovery’s in doubt.
In which case, ere your imminent demise,
unto a priest, confession I advise.’
Paul Freeman

Q. I ask you, Master Shakespeare, for your aid:
My writing style is sober, creeping, staid.
How may I keep my listeners’ yawns at bay,
And stop them checking phones throughout the

play?

A. The quality of writing is not strained:
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the page beneath – you know the rest!
Try not unceasingly to force a rhyme,
But let the beauty of the words express
Itself in sound that’s pleasing to the ear.
If history you show, omit what’s slow:
A decade can be covered in a scene!
And grammar? Pish! The groundlings (yobs of 

yore)
Can’t tell a comma from a clause, but will
Respond to laughter, loving, struggling powers:
Suspend their disbelief for two short hours!
Nicholas Lee

Dear Agony Kant,
I hesitate to disturb your dogmatic slumbers, but I 
think I have lost my Ding an Sich.

Your distress is understandable. However, I must 
point out that if you only think you have lost it, then 
you never possessed it. The noumenon is inacces-
sible. What you miss is merely a collection of phe-
nomena which you mistook for the thing-in-itself.

Before placing advertisements in Königsberg or 
searching behind the Sofa of Reason, ask wheth-
er the loss could be universalised according to my 
Categorical Imperative. Could all rational beings 
lose their thing-in-itself and still inhabit a coher-
ent world? Furthermore, the transcendental unity of 
apperception suggests that the ‘I’ who has lost the 
object is itself helping to constitute the experience 
of loss. Finally, remember that absence, like geom-
etry, may be known synthetically a priori. In short: 
you have not lost your noumenon. You have merely 
mislaid your spectacles.
Revd Dr Peter Mullen

NO. 3478: MISPRINT

You are invited to take a well-known poem 
(please specify), change one letter in the first 
line (e.g., ‘They tuck you up, your mum and 
dad’) and continue for up to a further 15 lines. 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by midday on 25 November.

SOLUTION TO 2775: SMALL FRAGMENTS    

At EUSTON STATION (2D/22A) is a STATUE (3D) of the 
MAPPER (18D) Matthew Flinders with his FELINE (30D) 
friend called TRIM (24A). Flinders mapped the entire 
coastline of NEW HOLLAND (39A), which he thought 
should be renamed AUSTRALIA (4A) which it now is. 
Title: synonym of FLINDERS.

First prize George Walker, Romiley, Stockport 
Runners-up John and Di Lee, Axminster, Devon
Iain Chadwick, Edinburgh

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

Twenty radial lights run from 
rim to centre, 20 from centre to 
rim. The circuit next to the outer 
one contains, clockwise from 
radial 1, a translated quotation 
(differing slightly from that in 
ODQ) attributed to the name 
appearing in the inner ring. 
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