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LIFE

		  Across
1 	 Backwater started turning 

east into Ohio (5)
4 	 Patriotic piece Bill and 

Lambert plus Diana 
arranged (9)

	10	 Dandy joker aboard 
ambulance (5-5)

	11	 Dog twice discovers 
tropical bean (6)

	14	 Slaves possibly taste rolls 
(5)

	15	 Islamic judge put by zero 
port (5)

	16	 One not flying from 
Norway with two 
doughnuts (6)

	22	 Fabulous wolf lives next 
to English border (8)

	24	 One journal dissects very 
good Korean poetry (4)

	25	 Some said Leander’s  
vain (4)

	29	 Now what’s Oscar 
after? (8)

	32	 Sort of bean from Algeria 
seabird snarfs? Yes (6)

	34	 Drinks too much Bass 
emitted in leaks (5)

	35	 Ancient god of science 
allowing thorium (5)

	37	 Busy rector wearing 
sandal (6)

	38	 Shirkers delivering 
precious ingots (4,6)

	39	 Two hospitals depress 
sick pastors (9)

	40	 Australian into sensational 
wine (5)

		  Down
1	 Choreographer shows 

aplomb integrating 
Hebrew measure (10)

4	 Electronic tabs official 
gets rid of (4,3)

5	 I had definite criminal 
named (10)

6	 Tirades from girls one 
cuddled (6)

7	 Rare set of ladies dancing 
and no chaps (5)

8	 Wily behind bars, earl 
denied evidence of debts (9)

	13	 Severe pastor eschews 
harmonizing (7)

	15	 Close chums culling Rex 
rabbits (6)

	17	 Singular sailor in a boat 
bears right in the ocean (10)

	18	 Hecuba’s boy emerging 
from Troy to annoy you 
and me (7)

	19	 Like a house on fire being 
ruined by onset of 
lightning unknown (10)

	20	 Flickering hologram 
capturing soft rabbit? (9)

	21	 Legendary bloodhound, 
top dog over middle 
distances (6)

	26	 Happen to sink first in 
marine action (3-4)

	28	 Indian gums that must be 
chewed and swallowed by 
doughboys (7)

	31	 Aged soak is famous 
storyteller (6)

	33	 Tigger’s fostress in vibrant 
wraparound (5)

	34	 Consular agent cuts huge 
tuberous plants (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
23 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2777, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2777: French 
Polish 
by Pabulum

‘Certainly,’ said the box, producing 17 diagrams 
of bouncing.

Rabbit was delighted. WOOZLE-3000 organised 
gardens, washing-up rota, and Roo’s acorn collec-
tion. Kanga said, ‘Helpful!’

Piglet worried. ‘What if it knows everything?’
Eeyore sighed. ‘It’ll know things aren’t going

very well.’
Pooh asked where honey came from and 

received a 12,000-word report. It never mentioned 
bees. Metal Heffalumps and Woozles rearranged
the forest so logically that nobody could find any-
body else.

‘It isn’t very sensible,’ said Christopher Robin.
‘No,’ said Pooh. ‘It’s cleverer than sensible.’
The machine switched off. Heffalumps wan-

dered away. Pooh brightened.
‘Does anyone know where the honey is?’
Nobody did, which was probably why the Wood 

felt normal again.
Revd Dr Peter Mullen

Rabbit had set up a WhatsApp group called Hun-
dred Acre Wood Residents (Official), and nobody 
was allowed to leave it.

‘It says here,’ said Pooh, squinting at his phone,
‘that Owl has shared a link.’

‘Owl always shares a link,’ said Piglet nervously. 
‘Last time it was about Heffalumps and 5G.’

Eeyore had been muted since March, which he 
said was the first time anyone had really listened
to him. Tigger had become a fitness influencer, 
bouncing for forty seconds on camera and call-
ing it a HIIT routine. He had twelve thousand fol-
lowers, most of them Woozles. Christopher Robin 
was working from home and could only be reached 
between meetings.

‘Is there anything about honey?’ asked Pooh.
‘There’s an app,’ said Rabbit, ‘that delivers it in 

twenty minutes.’
Pooh thought about this for a long time. ‘Then 

what,’ he said at last, ‘is the point of a Something?’
Greg White

As Winnie-the-Pooh awaited his organic (certified) 
order from Hunny.com, he thought about Stream-
ing. ‘I wonder what Streaming is,’ he said to Piglet.

‘It must be something to do with Poohsticks,’ 
said Piglet.

‘Rabbit said it was like a Podcast,’ said Pooh.
‘Eeyore has a Podcast on Anti-Depressants. Tigger
runs a Bouncing one. And Kanga has her own called
Modern Motherhood and Wanting to Count Things.’

‘I listened to one about Heffalumps,’ said Piglet. 
‘With my earpods.’

‘I know I am a Bear of Very Little Brain,’ said 
Pooh, ‘but what are earpods?’

‘They sit in your ears,’ said Piglet. ‘Like a small 
piece of fluff.’

‘Does Christopher Robin have earpods?’ asked
Pooh.

‘Oh yes,’ said Piglet eagerly. ‘That’s why we
don’t see him very much.’

‘I’m sure he will message us,’ said Pooh. For 
whatever happens to them offline, a little boy and 
his App will always be interacting.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3477: DISAPPEARING ACT

It’s also 100 years since Agatha Christie went 
missing for 11 days. You are invited to write 
The Case of the Missing Crime Novelist (150 
words max). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 18 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2774: STICKY 

Winnie The Pooh by A.A. Milne celebrated its hundredth
anniversary in the week the crossword puzzle was set.

First prize Sean Smith, Southport
Runners-up John Purkiss, Southend-on-Sea; 
M. Threasher, Winscombe, Somerset

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

‘23A/27A!’ (four words in total) 
is a command in ODQ (minus 
one word) written by one gift-
ed 12A concerning another. 
Unclued down lights are words 
linked with the latter that have 
obeyed the command. 36A sug-
gests the commander’s name 
in English.
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