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LIFE

		  Across
1	 Small letter from Greek 

quartermaster, with UK 
backing, bearing fruit (8)

9	 Heavy metal band which 
provided mediaeval torture 
(4,6)

	14	 Unique web address with 
some curlicues (3)

	16	 Leaders of Emirates tour 
Indian-owned Manchester 
stadium (6)

	17	 Mac’s jackdaw remains 
inside for Russian porridge 
(5)

	20	 A new ban about Spice 
Girls’ hit (7)

	22	 Not written down that 
ninety-nine had left 
without being seen (7)

	25	 Capital given stick by 
artist (5)

	26	 Enough matting at end of 
pergola (5)

	28	 Touchy leading economist 
with reason (7)

	31	 Rebuffs from Stormy 
Daniels (7)

	33	 Ten wild characters madly 
occupied (7)

	37	 African expresses 
disapproval with Indian 
leader (5)

	38	 Striking miner acting 
against property (2,3)

	39	 Insincere depression (6)
	40	 Shetland violin having 

regular genuine parts (3)
	42	 Parisian is accepted by 

fixed band of players (6)
	43	 ‘Look in that direction’ 

Steele and Fry ordered, 
right away (4,4)

		  Down
3	 Dotty character in mutual 

exchange (6)
4	 Rows bring crying, 

reportedly (5)
6	 An elder in Troy, a knight 

and singer (7)
7	 Goddess in a shirt that’s 

torn (6)
8	 Odd characters in cult ain’t 

family (4)
	10	 A lot of dry snow melted 

in swamps (6)
	12	 Promotion of chaps seen 

in a test-drive trip (13)
	13	 Principal Royal Burgh in 

Ross with keep (8)
	15	 Freed of being involved, 

so volunteered (7)
	23	 Tear 6 apart for comic 

album Gaul (7)
	27	 Star English drunkard 

turned up sour (7)
	29	 Import stuff (6)
	30	 No children last month 

used in small 12s (6)
	32	 Sounds of the stable 

hinges breaking (6)
	35	 Bishop always upset item 

in bar (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
16 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2776, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2776: See it! 
Say it! ... Wrong 
by Doc

various gentlemen accustomed to westerly time-
zones, one of whom, a satirical man for one of his 
admirable calling, kindly performed an exorcism 
following Mozarabic rites. Subsequently, Miss 
Dishforth accompanied him, in an administrative 
position, to Inhambane and, coincidentally, the 
haunting ceased altogether.� Nick Syrett

‘Tis only the gin as stills the ’orror,’ she slurs, 
accepting another from a man at the bar, ‘for I have 
seen a Ghost, a thing not of this world. My husband, 
a midshipman bethought drownded these seven 
years off Valparaiso, left me but a mite to live on and 
less for. Atop me troubles, I sees, the other evening 
in the dim of a damp sea-mist outside my cottage, 
some Thing a grave hath disgorged. Blacker’n a 
twelve-day corpse and swole as an Admiral’s purse, 
it were, yet walking, after its fashion, up and down, 
yeller eyes bare seein’ what were there, affixed on 
what weren’t. Took all me courage to shoo it back 
wherefrom it come. Reluctant to go it were, too, 
outraged I would not know it.’ From the snug, a 
drunken sawbones interjected, ‘Madam, that was 
no spectre: your midshipman is home, albeit with 
the scurvy.’� Adrian Fry

What had woken her? Was it Fritz, hypersensitive 
and tuned to any change in the atmosphere as only 
a Siamese can be, stiffening and staring at the door, 
a low growl in his throat? Moonlight falling across 
the duvet showed him tense, his spine hairs ridged. 
Did the door move? Just a little? No sound – but not 
everything has sound. 

Fritz growled again, but softer, as though fearful. 
She touched his flank cautiously but he ignored 
her. So there was something, or a something. She’d 
checked all the doors and windows, twice, as usual, 
before coming to bed.

Again! A flash of light, or half-light, beyond the 
door but within the house. Ashy, unearthly, as though 
a message from another world, or spirit, not quite 
malevolent but with nothing of warmth in it. Fritz 
hadn’t moved. If only she could call someone, but 
her phone was downstairs, charging on the hall table.
D.A. Prince

It was the funniest ghost tour I had ever experienced. 
The guide dropped his dowsing rods, told ridiculous 
stories about an evil presence, and showed photos 
of orbs. Orbs! To help him, I knocked on the wall.

People jumped. The guide glared at me. But after 
that, things improved. The knocking grew constant. 
I silently applauded whoever was following my 
lead. Tour members turned nauseous, shaky. A 
lightbulb flickered. Then the door slammed shut 
and wouldn’t budge. Our guide attempted phoning 
for help. Everyone tried. No reception. 

The guide snarled that it was my fault. Then his 
eyes bulged. I saw him counting heads. We had one 
more person than we’d started with.

The door finally gave way – we had to break it 
down – and I quietly thanked whoever had sneaked 
on to our tour. Some people were hysterical. But 
that extra member had certainly livened things up.
Janine Beacham 

NO. 3476: GULLIVER AGAIN

Gulliver’s Travels was published 300 years 
ago so you’re invited to submit a passage in 
which he or some of the peoples he encoun-
ters find themselves in the here and now  
(150 words max). Please email entries to com-
petition@spectator.co.uk by 11 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2773: VENOMOUS 

The unclued lights are POISONOUS.

First prize Gerry Fairweather, Layer Marney, Essex
Runners-up Lesley Gibbons, Twickenham; 
Fran Morrison, London SW15

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The unclued lights (includ-
ing a pair) are of a kind. Their 
u n c h e c k e d  a n d  m u t u a l l y 
unchecked letters are revealed 
in this somewhat irrelevant sen-
tence: ECCLES, LEIGH, LUT-
TERWORTH,  MAGHULL 
MAKE UDI.

comps_31 Oct 2026_The Spectator.indd   65comps_31 Oct 2026_The Spectator.indd   65 28/10/2026   11:1128/10/2026   11:11




