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LIFE

		 Across
1 	 Josh deploys endless cups 

and saucers etc (5)
	 9 	 Austere lookouts aft… (10)
	11 	 …try gutted eels for 

instance (4)
	12 	 Gross crostini out of 

Thailand I’ll help you eat 
(7)

	14 	 Poor golf action (5)
	15 	 Catcher of many fish, 

whale not once (5)
	16 	 Small amount of Dutch, 

spy retains (6)
	21 	 Stock-farmer Anatole 

possibly skinned lion (8)
	25 	 Tide’s down earl dives into 

(4)
	27 	 Go and all but glorify 

Scottish town (7)
	28 	 Rock icon rocking in 

gallery (8)
	33 	 Sibling’s issue resolved 

since end of June (6)
	34 	 Raving rover ignores 

priest (5)
	35 	 Answer long letter (5)
	37 	 Like cruel tyrant mostly 

quaffing grand cocktail (7)
	38 	 Composer with a lot of 

energy on hand (5)
	40 	 Flexible female fit 

following exercise (9)
	41 	 Person gambling loses 

time after time (5)

		  Down
1 	 Like some moulded plastic 

vacuum flask having no 
top (13)

4 	 More mischievous novelist 
(6)

5 	 Some runcible hooks? (4)
6 	 Function in English under 

canvas? (7)
7 	 All the best gold Pip mines 

(5)
8 	 Arbor in Ireland sadly not 

always upright (4,4)
	10 	 Attractive group of friends 

crowding outside (13)
	13 	 Promote commercial veep 

(7)
	15 	 Nearly spoil wine that’s 

consecrated (6)
	17 	 Decorated men navy had 

(6)
	19 	 Poison in Hell upset 

springkeeper (7)
	20 	 Unworldly spires church 

intended (6)
	23 	 Short pause for 

refreshment with Dee 
providing eats (3,5)

	26 	 It gives you a hard nip 
swimming, no shred of 
doubt! (7)

	29 	 Shield canine, imbecile 
lashes (6)

	31 	 Tide’s up, we hear, 
covering freehold 
possession in Miami (6)

	32 	 Flourishing son’s over 
bacterium (5)

	36 	 Crossbowman in command 
(4)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two runners-
up prizes of £20 vouchers for 
the first correct solutions 
opened on 9 November. Please 
scan or photograph entries and 
email them (including the 
crossword number in the subject 
field) to crosswords@
spectator.co.uk, or post to: 
Crossword 2775, The Spectator, 
22 Old Queen Street, London 
SW1H 9HP. Please allow six 
weeks for prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2775: Small 
fragments    
by Pabulum 

Manchester made its mark and Burnham won.
Yet still we have to love those fancy ties,
That beaming face. He’s happy to be here,
His asset is that splendid Farage mouth
Smiling behind the cig and pint of beer.
He’s one of ours. He woos both north and south.
He won’t be fazed when big shots overseas
Pay massive sums to energise Reform;
He’s having a good time and wins like these
Will lubricate those smiles – a fertile norm.
Oh, cunning Farage, your smile makes us blind
To those ambitious thoughts that lurk behind.
Shirley Curran

O fulsome-figured Dolly, what a rack!
Your rhinestone bras worked hard from 9 to 5,
You kept Jolene pea-green, your mighty back
Supporting you in heaving overdrive,
Big heart, big voice and one mahoosive bust,
Those ample knockers, islands in the stream,
From jeans to glamour gowns, your fans could trust
The cleavage leverage to be extreme,
How deep your valley, silicone-enhanced,
Amazing mammaries, impressive chest,
Your chief endowments easily entranced,
That hair, those nails, that look; you did it best,
You were a country queen, and the truth is
You had the greatest assets in the biz.
Janine Beacham

Resilience, the bounce-back British way,
the means by which the brightest souls can master
life’s setbacks, large or small, and overcome
what frailer vessels call complete disaster.
The bulldog breed’s best side, a stubbornness,
the backbone Kipling’s ‘If’ identified;
determination, firm against the odds
believing it holds truth while others lied.
Faith that believes it can — and must — win 

through,
a deep commitment to its higher cause,
believing, brushing off gain-sayers’ words,
hearing the critics’ carping as applause:

  exemplified in all that makes Liz Truss
  so proudly, resolutely, one of us.

D.A. Prince

A fine and royal race, the Windsor men,
A line of kings ruling in majesty,
Down to the latest, Charles and William,
But all of them challenged follically.
‘You know,’ people ask archly, ‘what they say
About men who are bald?’ Well yes, I’ve heard.
They liken them to river-dwelling coots.
A worthy, but not very sexy, bird.
Even young Harry has the Windsor spot,
And though he has sometimes been known to 

whinge,
Viewed from above, he also proudly sports
A bald spot circled by a ginger fringe.
So let us cherish the great Crown of State.
Long may it cover the royal bald pate.
Brian Murdoch

NO. 3475: ANY QUESTIONS?

You are invited to take a well-known fig-
ure on the world stage, living or dead, and 
cast them in the role of agony aunt/uncle,  
submitting a problem of your invention and 
their solution. Please email entries of up to 
150 words to competition@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 4 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2772: MUSEUM PIECE 

The unclued lights reveal the start of the poem ‘Musée des 
Beaux Arts’ by W.H. Auden: ‘About suffering they were 
never wrong, The Old Masters’.

First prize Jon Woodall, London SE10 
Runners-up Eleanor Morrall, Bilston, Wolverhampton;
Katherine Gwynne, Topsham, Devon
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At 2D/22A is a 3D of an 18D 
with his 30D friend called 24A. 
The 18D, whose surname the 
title suggests, famously worked 
all round 39A (two words), 
which he thought should be 
renamed 4A which it now is.
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