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LIFE

		  Across
4	 Mistakenly re-applied to 

group of fliers (11)
	11	 Tall palms occasionally 

covered by quotes for 
extinct plants (9)

	13	 Sadly ageing Hon. MP 
using amplifier (11)

	14	 Part of loge exhibiting 
curve (4)

	18	 African scraps untruths 
about software programme 
(7)

	22	 Hurry or finally walk back 
for Reykjavik’s bread (6)

	24	 Methodically search 
ordinary little band (5)

	27	 Stretch of time limiting 
energy to wean bairn (5)

	29	 New things in information 
about outskirts of icehouse 
(6)

	34	 Nibble ends of snack, 
green fruit with crisp flesh 
(7)

	35	 Fully developed including 
one number for entire 
orchestra (7)

	38	 Succeeded following past 
side issues (3)

	39	 Rebuke comrades heading 
west (4)

	40	 Strange PhD loathing for 
having tendency to 
combine vowels (11)

	41	 Some Ayrshire potatoes 
put into new container (5)

	42	 Garfish, immature black 
one (5-4)

	43	 Cunningly detects rare 
plan kept from public 
knowledge (5,6)

		  Down
1	 Spiral ornaments namely 

creations supporting 
cylindrical moulding (11)

3	 Camper heard instruction 
to buy knapsack and 
amusingly got this (8,3)

5	 Honourably discharged 
people; troubled dons 
removed from perverse 
modernities (7)

7	 Storehouses of French 
earthenware containers (6)

8	 Saw once posh car encased 
in lead (7)

9	 Partly lost one’s body 
firmness (4)

	10	 Bird call, essentially loud 
and unknown on English 
lake (4,5)

	15	 Scrap surprisingly brief in 
pets’ welfare group (5)

	16	 Deviously stole clip-on 
stringed instruments’ 
bridges (11)

	20	 More lavish surroundings 
taking in revenue 
administrator (9)

	21	 Being units of 
measurement (3)

	25	 Things beyond hope of 
recovery, no good for 
experts (5)

	28	 Blackball boundlessly 
better lab equipment (7)

	30	 Team regularly reported 
undistinguished board (7)

	36	 In the Big Apple now and 
then banning butter (5)

	37	 Frustrated exclamations 
over wearing footwear (4)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 
vouchers for the first correct 
solutions opened on 2 
November. Please photograph 
entries and email them 
(including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2774, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2774: Sticky 
by Chalicea   

Commissioned by the Bayeux Bishop Odo
It’s as fictional as Tolkien’s hobbit Frodo 
And falsely pictures Harold doomed to die
Pierced with a Norman arrow in his eye.
The tale it tells is biased in its views –
A Middle Ages model of fake news
With William depicted as a saint
Which, as a ruthless plunderer, he ain’t!
Though some might call the tapestry bewitching,
For me it’s just a waste of wool and stitching.
I’d rather sit in comfort sipping wine
And, should I choose to, scan the frieze online.
Alan Millard

‘Embroidery, not Tapestry’
Bleat the pedants obsequiously;
But Bay-Uh or Bay-Oo?
Merde alors, que je m’en fous,

It’s just a wall hanging to me.

At seventy metres, extensive;
Insurance? Due north of expensive
The artwork’s bewitching –
Those colours, the stitching,

Both bywords for labour-intensive…

Joe Punter lays thirty-odd down,
Spending hours in the queue to go round
But it’s brilliant, it’s great
Check it out, venerate

This, the all-time best stitch-up in town!
Mike Morrison

Dear Sir, If I may share my point of view, 
I’d like to burn that cloth from Bayeux, 
The Tapestry might seem a beauty, 
But still, I fear, it’s just war booty,
Slave labour made it, forced to lie,
As Normans brayed, good Saxons died.
So should we laud it? Don’t make me laugh,
I’d rather it was ripped in half,
In fact I’d like some compensation,
Payback for my colonised nation –
Just because it’s long ago,
Makes no difference, as we now know,
The French are never to be trusted,
From Tunbridge Wells, I am Disgusted.
David Harris

So you claim it was made in Bayeux, huh?
Disrespectful, but maybe not meant.
Still, we know it was ladies in Kent.
And it isn’t a tapisserie, mon ami.
Who’d call it that? Only a fool…
It’s of canvas, embroidered with wool.
Embroidery, then, and Anglais. C’est vrai!
It’s ours, of that there’s no doubt.
So naive of you to let it out!
You won’t be getting it back, Jacques.
It’s finished its wandering days.
In the British Museum here it stays.
It was yours for a while; now it’s gone, non?
You must get that fact into your head.
Now it’s home, and no more need be said.
(We’ve some marbles you could have instead.)
Bob Newman

NO. 3474: BEARING UP

In the week of Winnie the Pooh’s centenary, 
you are invited to submit a passage in which 
the inhabitants of the Hundred Acre Wood
navigate modern life (150 words maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by 28 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2771: STEPS 

BLACK agent (flack), film (flick), coppers (flics),  
diptera (flies), circular (flier), cook (frier), FRIAR:  
19D DOMINICAN is to be shaded.

First prize Geoff Smith, Worcester Park, Surrey
Runners-up Adrian Hill, Styal, Cheshire;
Sue Dyson, Poynton, Stockport

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

Nine characters who shared  
a location appear as the 
unclued lights (one of two 
words, one of three). Solvers 
must shade the surname of  
the person who wrote about 
them (five letters).
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