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		 Across
1 	 Vegetables brunettes 

prepared with bass and 
asparagus tip (6, 5)

	 7	 Small flat’s ready (3)
	11	 Instrument panel from 

aunt’s Skoda collapsed 
in accident, initially (6)

	13	 Nearly caught out –  
that’s wrong (7)

	15	 Big hit, getting caught – 
50 and dismissed (5)

	16	 Youthful age giving 
support to province (5)

	17	 Claim from member in 
dailies, now and again (6)

	18	 Juliet’s predecessor, one 
needing first aid, on 
reflection (5)

	20	 Measure about 11 
tuns (2,4)

	21	 Who courted regularly 
in Shropshire town? (5)

	22	 Hippopotamus so  
positive returning a bit 
to marsupial (7)

	27	 Young lad admits old 
students behave rowdily (7)

	29	 Greek isle where early Brit 
swaps sides (5)

	30	 Earl is inside, not steady 
– this won’t happen
again (3-3)

	34	 Like to run, not on the 
flat (6)

	37	 Piano, not in time, backing 
viola’s piece (5)

	39	 Special ability of 
independent in kind (6)

	40	 Agent provocateur’s 
introduction into fringes 
of society (3)

	41	 7T7 reorganised for 
parity (4,7)

		  Down
2 	 Slavery in the real Spain 

twice dismissed by RC 
		 priest (8)

3	 Perks up foreign singers 
mid-week (9)

4	 Chinamen involved 
with Bury and European 

		 team (6,6)
6	 One young chap in native 

land, dressing (5,3)
7	 A last bit of linguini 

with half the olives and 
		 mayonnaise (5)

9	 Ring on display on 
		  computer screen (4,2)
	10	 Measures some purser 
		  carefully takes up (5)
	14	 New irises come up like 

onyx, say (4-8)
	19	 Last month knight wasted 

nine shillings for game 
		  onboard (4,6)
	23	 Deficiency from er or 

epoc, for instance? (8)
	24	 Holy collection with time 
		  for guidance (8)
	25	 A large round ring of cattle 	
		  wagons (6)
	28	 Sporting occasion where 

attractive girl keeps 
quiet (3-3)

	31 	 Space flight near the moon 
		  will pass quickly (3-2)
	33 	 Young Elizabeth is second-	
		  class online trader (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
Monday 26 October. Please scan 
or photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2773, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2773: Venomous  
by Doc

By shielding me from some untimely end
As might a true and trusted lifelong friend.

To see you here beside me is a sight
That fills my heart with rapturous delight.
Oh, how I curse the nurse who, coming soon,
Will tip you, precious phlegm, from this spittoon.
Alan Millard

Beside the lake, the autumn tree
Its branches spread, a latticed fan
Within its bark, a hollow space
Holds a discarded metal can.

This chalice glowed as twilight fell
The nectar that flowed forth was supped,
The sweet communion of two souls,
This simple tin their loving cup.

He tore the pull ring from its seal
A makeshift band to plight his troth,
She wore the wire upon her finger
A shiny pledge that bound them both.

Then when the two had drunk their fill,
Before they left the weathered ash,
They pressed their token deep within,
Entrusted to the sylvan cache.
Helene Parry

Essence of my very soul!
Rosy brown and pliant shape,
Emerging from my deepest hole
Where such creations seek escape.
Your lone designer, on my throne,
I gently sigh, then let you drop
Between my cheeks, by zephyrs blown,
To limpid pool, with gentle ‘plop’.
And there you float, my latest one,
Whilst I am cleansing, down below,
Then ‘whoosh!’ a flush and you are gone,
Through earthen pipes you swiftly flow.
As I, composed, pause awhile;
A little lighter, I rise, and smile. 
Martin Brown

Now my nose is pink and coral,
Dainty pollens itch my throat,
Streaming eyes the shade of rubies,
As I sneeze small droplets float,
Gentle nasal drips like fountains,
Fresh twin rivers cast their spell,
Airways packed as if with briars,
Sinuses like rosebuds swell,
From the depths of silken pillows
On sweet, pretty pills I graze,
Puffy-faced as if with laughter,
Rich with Vaseline and sprays,
Sleepily I blow and sniffle,
Throbbing head like fairy drums,
Poppy-cheeked from my rhinitis,
Verdant mucous this way comes.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3473: THE DOUBTFUL GHOST

For Halloween, you are invited to submit an 
ambiguous ghost story in which the ‘pres-
ence’ may or may not be explained by a more 
mundane phenomenon (150 words maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by 21 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2770: EFFWUN 

The unclued lights are F1 (‘eff wun’ in the title) racing 
drivers. Damon Hill at 15D/39 is the pair and the singletons 
are Lauda at 12, Alonso at 23 and Button at 7.

First prize Paul Billingham, Blackburn
Runners-up Maddy Coelho, Winchelsea; John Bennett, 
Havant, Hants

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The unclued lights are of 
a kind.
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