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LIFE

		  Across
1	 Good-looker going about 

clear of towelling thing? 
(8)

5	 Early spy group whenever 
near hostel harden (6)

9	 I know line in rocky coast 
– one that smashes stuff
up (10)

	14	 Little ’un to try these 
first three steps (3)

	16	 Check unedifying 
bedroom first (6)

	18	 Revolting tribe? One 
unusually nice (5)

	22	 Classifies associated 
fragments (7)

	24	 Eg, Nero, person in 
twisted city (7)

	25	 Here! Fly United (5)
	26	 Back of Scot’s coal yard, 

say, that is spooky (5)
	28	 Reservation about fan 

causes checks (7)
	31	 Amend if incorrect Latin 

at the end (2,5)
	33	 Most aim for popular 

number? (7)
	38	 Consent to lose 

strangeness from plan (5)
	39	 Necklace is cloudy ahead 

of tests (6)
	40	 Expression of regret from 

lecturer leaving Leven, 
say (3)

	41	 A German garden is 
transformed to make 
greater (10)

	42	 Slaps son with more than 
one seaweed (6)

		  Down
1	 New bride with Aga to 

make pleasant fruity 
dressing (8,5)

2	 Adds up completely (5)
3	 Rogue such as Del Boy 

wasting tons (6)
6	 Like Tigger’s lair – with 

a mighty whiff inside (7)
	 7	 Indian river rising? Yes (6)
	10	 Fury as a college reader 

gets cut short (6)
	11	 Duke is for appropriate 

loss no longer (9)
	12	 Sine qua non of doctors 

outside of accepting day 
fashion (7,6)

	13	 Grotesque satire’s about 
good cattle bosses (8)

	21	 Crop up again? Renewing 
mere impulse, as it’s said 
(2-6)

	23	 Peer full of coarse 
stuffiness (7)

	27	 Lug fine friend around 
being bit of a deerstalker, 
perhaps (7)

	29	 Breeding no longer makes 
sense if short of money (6)

	30	 Box on old-fashioned bar 
(6)

	32	 For shame! Trusting dog 
with name close to 
pathetic (2,4)

	34	 Pollsters getting round 
a foreign language (5)

	35	 Greeting Liberal after 
turning up wearing nothing 
(5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
12 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2771, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2771: Steps 
by Eumolpus

Ms Liberty, That Chick with Ice Cream,
The Grand Canyon, Ginormous Gap,
Those Four Dudes instead of Mount Rushmore,
The Eiffel Tower, That Phallic Chap,
For Vatican City, Pope Central,
For London, It’s Chucking It Down,
For Venice I give you Gelato,
The moon, of course, Elon Musk Town.
Janine Beacham 

O how I’d like to change the names of all my local 
stations

By rearranging letters into better permutations!
The ride from Wimbledon to Dorking isn’t that 

inviting,
But ‘Mindblowe’ to ‘King Rod’ would sound a great 

deal more exciting.
First stop along the way is ‘Spanky Rear’, then 

‘Popstar Murk’ –
Two dull Parks, Raynes and Motspur, before I got to 

work.
After that it’s ‘Carpet Workers’, a favourite of mine,
Originally Worcester Park, the third Park on this line.
Next, Stoneleigh can be ‘Eelhosting’. No fish farm’s 

to be found,
But people won’t now come who want the National 

Showground.
Rebranding Ewell West as ‘Sweetwell’ might be 

thought satirical,
But calling Epsom ‘Poems’ is appropriately lyrical.
Ashtead we’ll christen ‘Hadseat’ – for you’ll get one, 

have no fears!
While Leatherhead is ‘Deathhealer’, last word in 

panaceas.
Then comes the final stop, which may bring joy 

unparalleled,
For Boxhill and Westhumble yields ‘Sex Bomb, All 

Unwithheld’.
Bob Newman

Let’s abnegate nouns stale and weak,
fill those sad gaps with names that speak
volumes: a flirty tale’s a Wilde;
a Dickens is a hungry child;
a Havisham’s a jilted bride;
Austen defines unwonted pride.
A servant we should call a Jeeves,
name Christies for the plots she weaves.
A Blake’s a dark, satanic mill,
Wordsworth, a golden daffodil,
Bronte, a bleak and windswept fell,
a Dante – that’s a fiery Hell,
a teenage crush, a Romeo,
a mystery must be a Poe.
All conjure graphic worlds, so please
ditch the dull nouns and switch to these.
Shirley Curran

If Constantinople can be Istanbul,
if Madras can be renamed Chennai,
if all that it takes to rename a great lake 
is the stroke of a Sharpie, then why

should the French get away with their claim
to that cloth? Let’s have no more avoidery!
It was never the tapisserie de Bayeux
so let’s call it the Old Kent Embroidery.
Nicholas Whitehead

NO. 3471: BAYEUX MANIA

You are invited to submit a poem about the 
Bayeux Tapestry and its visit to London (16 
lines maximum). Please email entries to com-
petition@spectator.co.uk by 7 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2768: OVERHEADS 

The unclued lights are HATS.

First prize Miranda Wright, Moretonhampstead, Devon
Runners-up Arabella Grandage, Charlton, Banbury, Oxon
Alan Roxburgh, London SW7
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4D 37A are the first and last 
words in a word ladder. Six 
unclued lights are synonyms of 
the intermediate steps and one 
more defines the pair and must 
be shaded.
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