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LIFE

		  Across
	11	 Syrup medicine adult 

ingests initially, overcome 
by affliction (10)

	13	 Insure bad developing 
made town-like (9)

	16	 Measure between sets of 
factories – it’s extremely 
close (7)

	17	 Guts required to initiate in 
advance (7)

	19	 Ordering a police car is 
premature (10)

	21	 Body of swimmers left 
last (5)

	24	 Suppressed number of 
French reportedly (4)

	27	 Tease out extremities 
curled up at the end (4)

	28	 Woody’s very pale (5)
	30	 One in fur coat might 

suggest East End’s warmer 
to Kate? (5,5)

	33	 Soliloquy with hidden 
meaning is occasionally 
found (3)

	35	 Two women heard 
somewhere in Iberia (7)

	36	 Kenyan city’s business 
qualifications are once 
more to the fore (7)

	37	 Horatio Walpole’s state (4)
	38	 Asian herd wandering for  

a month (4,5)
	39	 Fantastic author copied 

revolving desolate land 
(5-5)

	40	 College caterer provides 
dish that’s ’eavy (7)

		  Down
2	 This sharpens sound under 

frets (8)

3	 Short walker about to mince 
briefly in stages (6)

4	 Hardy heroine, sick or inside 
is one with needle? (9)

6	 Will’s descendent seen 
around school of painting 
(8)

7	 The Spanish elevate jazz 
composer (5)

8	  Scottish corporations’ 
rumours to test public 
opinion (5)

9	 Incite literary reformation – 
a trait of the Spectator 
crossword? (14)

	10	 Sultanate reported tea 
nearby (6)

	14	 Ruins speech of King (6)
	20	 Tender includes loan 

machine to finish cloth 
here? (9)

	25	 Flower is dear, clearly (8)
	26	 Flasher apparent in finest 

robes (6)
	29	 Former mission operated in 

outskirts of Ecuador, 
deserted (6)

	31	 Showed disapproval, cried 
eyes out! (6)

	32	 To affect old Latin, I love 
Virgil’s Eclogues 
principally (5)

	34	 Kuenssberg say, left with 
distinctive character (5)

	35	 For a century plant area 
grew soft (5)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two runners-
up prizes of £20 vouchers for 
the first correct solutions opened 
on 28 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2769, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2769: Order 
by Madrigal 

I could most easily get in that locality. I looked 
around. Guys round here are hairy as yetis and have 
lungs of leather. They do nothing but get haircuts 
and smoke vapes. Any of them could have iced the 
Post Office.

There was a broad wearing a slimmer broad’s 
yoga pants. ‘Who did this?’ I asked her.  

‘Jeez buddy, you don’t know your ass from a 
hole in the ground,’ she replied. I needed a drink. 
All the pubs had gone. Cute.
Frank Upton

I hit the streets of Camden on a sunless sunrise. 
After weeks of sweltering like a pig on a spit, I 
was shivering on a drizzly dawn as grey as a bean-
shooter barrel. Andy, all glasses and eyebrows, 
needed a gumshoe like me to sneak around in loaf-
ers and grill a few bindlestiffs on where they would 
like to bunk for Christmas. I put the question to a 
reeking old souse cocooned in a doss bag outside 
a drug store. ‘Bunk for Christmas?’ he sneered. 
‘Who’s asking?’ Without waiting for the lowdown, 
he spat out a list of ritzy high-hat joints as long as 
the proverbial piece of string. 

Andy raised his eyebrows when I gave him the 
score. ‘Way over my budget,’ he shrugged. ‘See 
if Camden Council can stump up.’ I hit the streets 
again looking for any suckers who would cough 
up the cabbage.
Alan Millard

The office walls were sweating like burgers on  
an overloaded barbecue. Andy ‘The Burner’ kicked 
the fan. It gave a death rattle just as the door crashed 
open. Milly’s temper had reached boiling point.

Chief! You gotta do…
Go jump. Snarl like a chainsaw and they quit, 

fast. But not Milly. We can’t go on roasting the joint. 
He wheezed like a punctured balloon.

The Burner fingered his plans. A gun would be 
nice but hardware costs and the budget was dead in 
where there’d once been water. Besides, the office 
had witnesses. Breaking the news over Milly’s head 
was the easiest way. He had to grab the power while 
there was a chance before it frizzled to a crisp.

We need to cool this, sunshine, and the world ain’t 
gonna do it for us. Two guys, they’ll fix it. Rosebank, 
Jackdaw. Get them onside and the game’s ours. 
Capisce, amigo?
D.A. Prince

‘He’s coming this way,’ she said.
‘Sure thing.’ 
I ran my eye over her body, she had million-

dollar legs and she didn’t mind showing them. But 
there was no time to speculate – what this broad 
said was true. He was on his way. El Niño. One 
mean guy, big trouble. He’d blow hot and cold, no 
racket he wasn’t involved in, and nothing he’d stop 
at. We were in for a stormy ride, this guy would 
flay you before you could bat an eye.

I lit a butt, nerve ends raw. He’d left his base 
in Panama, heading for California. Next stop the 
world, his game was global. Nowhere to hide. I 
flipped my spent butt onto the wet walkway and 
watched it fizzle and die. Might be my last.
Sylvia Fairley

NO. 3469: BAD ROMANCE

You are invited to submit a seriously misguid-
ed love poem. Please email entries (maximum 
16 lines) to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 23 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2766: LETTERS LATENT 

Within seven unclued lights were spelled out the letters 
spelling RHYTHMS (23D): LANYarD (28A), KURDaitchA 
(41A), LAwyeR (5A), PRIVAteeRSMAN (1D), aitchBONE 
(19D), SUPRemE (20A) and NECessITARIAN (12D), sug-
gested by ‘stots’ (in 30D), ‘cord’ (36D), ‘avenger’ (15D), 
‘brief’ (40A), ‘mariner’ (33A), ‘cut’ (7D), ‘greatest’ (14A) 
and ‘determinist’ (24A). RHYTHMS is to be shaded.

First prize Tom Shaw, Clevedon
Runners-up Diane Saxon, Hazelgrove, Stockport;
Julian Hammond, Manchester
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Two unclued lights provide a 
position and a location (three 
words). Another entry indicates 
what happened to the seven 
unclued holders of the position, 
to be entered thematically.
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