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LIFE

		  Across
	11	 Contrary French articles 

entertain leaderless tranche 
of voters (9)

	12	 Piece of propaganda 
follows age-old beliefs (5) 

 13	 GP boss and rep to supply 
sweets (11)

	14	 Parroted piece? (4)
 18	 Fight starts to intensify 

about lack of space (7)
	19	 Motto of European farm 

animals (7)
	23	 Bats endlessly, defying 

the odds… Oh boy! First 
person not out (2,4) 

 24	 Kerfuffle over love (5)
	27	 Critical wound in casualty 

(5)
	29	 Satire events now and 

then in Oxford? (6)
	31	 Stay the course, never 

look back (4,2)
	34	 Environment Agency 

money to reduce (3,4)
	35	 Do a bit with a sketchy 

CV (7)
	38	 Agent provocateur’s 

introduction into fringes of 
society (3)

	39	 Slips up and escapes 
assignments (4)

	40	 NHS suspicion initially 
dismissed about needle 
storage (11)

	43	 President’s deranged end: 
oddly inevitable (11)

		  Down
2	 Perhaps John B. Watson’s 

fourth iteration (5)
3	 PT with Ethel and Thea 

may produce Olympian! 
(11)

5	 Philosophy based on little 
bits of Taoism and early 

Marxism mixed together 
(7)

7	 Fabric of cosmos finally 
devoured space (6)

8	 Candidate approved short 
story by King (7)

9	 Cheeky men rap – not 
Mr Scruff (4)

	10	 Set aside essentially dreary 
book, getting into wine (9)

	15	 Cash in hand for ice cream 
drink (5)

	16	 Worker for hire, one born 
in spring (11)

	17	 Streetcars reversed relaxed 
dress code (5,6)

	20	 Relatively inconsistent 
race that is run (9)

	21	 More to discuss about 
neckwear (3)

	26	 Operator has time (3)
	28	 Invalidate company 

fortune divested of gold 
mistakenly (7)

	30	 Cream of tartar’s depleted 
a little bit (7)

	33	 Ancient islander is 
confused in Oman (6)

	36	 After end of concert 
cycling over to store (5)

	37	 Some indecisive characters 
come up in Frozen (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
21 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2768, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2768: Overheads 
by Fire

A bustling life is what most of us face,
When day after day is a swift rapid race.
We are told to do this then do that as well
As if our short life meant living in Hell.

Success is assured if doing our best
We toil every day full of vigour and zest.

We wake up aware of all we must do,
Ever keen to take care and be diligent too.

Refusing to rest, we get things done,
Nobody needs to have time for fun.

No breaks for tea, no chance to sit back
We don’t have the time to dither or slack.
Life beckons us all to slog and to work
Never desiring to stand still and shirk.

Our aim is to run and to keep up the pace
Not being afraid to stare work in the face.

Alan Millard

Have you any car in mind?
Our EVs are all here on show, 

Each a dream to drive you’ll find –
Very few discounted, though.
No silly offers from us, but,

For a man as knows what’s what
Bits and pieces could be cut

To get you a deal here on the spot –
One I know you’re bound to like.
With nothing now for you to lose
It’s all about the deal we’ll strike,
All the cars are there to choose –
Beamer or Mini, as you prefer,
It’s business as it should be, sir.

W.J. Webster

Every weekend we’d eat out
before we split. His shout

he always said. The treat was his.
He’d pay the bill: caviar and fizz!

His cards were down, the stingy git
controlled my life, the whole of it:
night or dawn, middle of the day,

the scheming rat; he would hold sway.
The household costs, said he, fair play,

he’d proudly boast of how he’d pay.
Light dawned. Of course. I wisely quit;

he sadly wept he’d do his bit,
be the provider always. Now I’m wiser.
Praise be, I’ve forgotten that old miser.
My newbie’s love, his warmth and care,

and daily costs, cash, all we share.
Shirley Curran

You ask: ‘What is the worst that Fate can throw
at us to set the path we chose askew?’

That journey to our mortal goal, we know,
seems well within our reach, and yet our due

relies upon success that’s in the hands
of not just us; and we must navigate

a fickle sea of happiness where bands
of monsters lie in dream-consuming wait.

So, you must make life work for you, instead.
Be kind, though fortune isn’t by your side.
When needed, always force a way ahead,
but not alone – a novice needs a guide.

For Destiny’s not straight and daily deals
with Time’s vague line of wheels within wheels.

Paul Freeman

NO. 3468: THE GREAT RENAMING

After the Lake Ontario/Lake America busi-
ness, you’re invited to submit a poem propos-
ing alternative names for other places/people/
things (16 lines max). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 16 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2765: SOME BEEF 

Triplets related to WELLINGTON were WW2 bombers  
(4A, 13, 26), boots (11, 27, 32 and NZ cities (1D, 12, 31).
Apologies again that this puzzle is a repeat. As a consequence 
there are no winners this week.

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The nine unclued lights are 
all of a kind. Three are of two 
words. Ignore one apostrophe.

comps_05 Sept 2026_The Spectator.indd   57comps_05 Sept 2026_The Spectator.indd   57 01/09/2026   20:5201/09/2026   20:52




