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LIFE

  Across
1  Cartoonist has formerly 

captivated Spain (5)
 10 Swayed and quit, sick in 

the stomach (10)
 14 Handles fine fish (5)
 15 Have a few days at skate 

park (5)
 16 As support, use skinny 

leg (4,2)
 20 Dancer for one popular 

in scarlet always (8)
 21 A lamb chop? (7)
 22 Former army head 

smokes (4)
 25 Coal say in chimney left 

to the end (4)
 29 Manage what deli may 

supply (4,4)
 33 Sea having a unifying 

motif (6)
 34 Teenager cleaned out in 

pathetic fiddle (5)
 35 Transport apparently good 

army sections (5)
 36 May shortly point out a 

high platform (7)
 37 A case in Finland 

progressively diminished 
(6)

 39 Symbolic ribbons with 
shore-bird fancier’s 
motto? (4-5)

 40 Inhale drug, setting note 
in type (5)

  Down
2  Escaped, not at first 

deceived (6)
3 Skill in story books (6)

4 Having made comparison, 
prefer Edward (7)

5 One singing about bird on 
lake? Not so fast! (10)

6 Cutting one cactus into 
bits (7)

7 Go mad as result of 
committing serious 
foul? (3,3)

8 Greek goddesses in 
Ireland? It is so (7)

9 Resentment heard from 
private soldier (6)

 15 Man ran out of adrenalin, 
collapsing (6)

 17 Live by a church, the 
principal side facing the 
sea (5-5)

 18 In worst cases a failure to 
turn up after exercise (7)

 19 Watched short film about 
sheep (6)

 23 Sharp change of direction 
for extreme socialist (4,4)

 24 Beaten up, gets a work-
over, from them? (7)

 28 A wicket falling, what 
fixes where bowlers may 
rest (7)

 29 Gloomy doctrine boy is 
about to accept (6)

 30 Behold a born debtor (6)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
31 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2765, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword
2765: Some beef  
by Fieldfare

   He sat in reassuring darkness all week. Then,
smiling, he thought: surely this was scheduled, pur-
poseful, ‘Good!™’ for him somehow. He had no 
evidence. He felt ‘Wonderful!™’ anyway.
Mark Brown

Nieces, nephews, the round of birthday presents. 
Surely these came round more often than annually. 
William, reduced to asking AI for suggestions of
‘trending age-related gifts’ for teenagers he never
saw and wouldn’t recognise, struggled with the
answers. Still, he could order online and, as thank-
you letters were completely out of fashion, he never 
knew if he caused offence, or even pleasure. Differ-
ent in my day, he muttered to the calendar. But he 
was grateful for the suggestions rolling every time he 
bought something. Why does She think I’d like eye-
lash curlers? he wondered. But a chair phone stand 
looked different, as did a Game Controller Crochet 
Doll: whatever next! He liked the look of a Star
Wars Wrist Saver – it might help him in the garden 
– and why not buy something for himself? No one
else did. Purple ear defenders? He clicked. The
Elvis Lookalike suit? Arriving tomorrow. 

William beamed. He had a future.
D.A. Prince

After Giulietta left, I immersed myself in my work 
and pretty much handed everything else over to 
the algorithms. I hated shopping. Cooking was a 
matter of following the instructions. When I was
working on the Italian Renaissance module of the 
‘Europe around 1500’ course, Mealmaster sent me
pizza (yuk), pasta (yum) – I wondered what Renais-
sance Italians ate before the tomato was introduced 
– lovely bread and pastries… you get it. The ori-
gins of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
brought forth a selection of pierogi, pulpeciki, tasty 
sausages and pickled you-name-it. The Habsburgs
confused the algorithm a bit, as you might imagine, 
but made for variety. Henry VII anachronistically
furnished me with beef wellington, jam roly-poly
and barm cakes. So, moving on to the early his-
tory of the Reformation, I was surprised to receive
a package from Anglers Anonymous. I should have 
guessed. I’d been put on a diet of worms.
Frank Upton

Reverend Prosy was solemnly proceeding with 
the marriage ceremony for Henry and Isabel in
the church of St Anselm the Ontologist. Echoing
through the chancel, he dutifully intoned: ‘Should 
anyone present know of any reason that this couple 
should not be joined in holy matrimony, speak now 
or …’ when he was interrupted by a ping from the
bridegroom’s wrist watch. ‘I know of many’ spoke 
the tinny Smartwatch voice. Damn, I should’ve 
turned that off, thought Henry, fumbling for the but-
ton beneath cuff links and starched cuffs. ‘Henry has 
undertaken no comprehensive risk assessment. He 
knows nothing of Isabel’s genetic profile; he has not
scoped her professional prospects; he has no idea 
of her potential inheritances; he has not enquired
of identity, security and criminal records or psycho-
logical profiling, or even social media history. This 
contract is unsound.’ Henry looked worried: ‘Well, 
Isabel, maybe still time to … rethink?’ 
Shirley Curran

NO. 3465: DOWN THE MIDDLE

You’re invited to submit a poem that is cen-
tre-aligned, with the middle words creating a 
message of their own (max. 16 lines; bear line 
length in mind). Please email entries to com-
petition@spectator.co.uk by 26 August.

SOLUTION TO 2762: KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

The unclued lights are ten of the better-known of Scotland’s 
almost 800 islands.

First prize Mydrim Jones, London WC1
Runners-up David Andrews, Surrey; Jo Anson, Birmingham

Name 

Address 

Email 

The unclued lights are of a kind.
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