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LIFE LIFE

After that, he was ruthlessly efficient. He 
steered his remaining White games towards 
dead draws, saying ‘I’m not proud of [them], 
but it’s part of a bigger strategy, and it worked.’ 
With Black he defended patiently to achieve the 
same result, and never looked in danger. In such 
a tight field his two wins and seven draws 
sufficed for a share of first place, where he was 
joined by Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa, who 
took a more adventurous route to the same 
score (+3, -1, =5).

So maintained that conservative approach in 
the rapid playoff games, which were both 
drawn, leaving the winner to be decided in an 
‘armageddon’ blitz game. Praggnanandhaa 
played White with extra time at the start, while 
So had the Black pieces and draw odds, but 
landed in desperate trouble in the middlegame. 

R. Praggnanandhaa–Wesley So 
Sinquefield Cup Playoff, August 2026

In the diagram, Praggnanandhaa chose the 
natural 28 e4 to secure the bishop, which 
threw away a large part of his advantage, 
whereas 28 Ne4!! would have won on the spot. 
For example, 28…Bxd5 29 Nf6+ Kg7 30 Nxd7 
Qxd7 31 Rxc5 wins, or 28…Qe5 29 Bxb7! 
wins (since the Ne4 also defends the Rd2). So 
skirted with defeat later in the game too, but it 
was Draw agreed at move 85, which is what 
he needed for tournament victory.

		  Across
	 1	 Weight gain shed in horse-

drawn carriage (5)
	 4	 Fighter in the ring plagues 

German hounds (5,4)
	10	 ‘Kill mother’ that’s title of 

text address (6,4)
	11	 Unreal doctor dealing with 

nerves (6)
	12	 A feudal change that’s 

sincere over the border (7)
	14	 Endlessly view bottom 

that’s fat (5)
	15	 Coach to the height of 

perfection (5)
	16	 Softer and smoother 

increase. That is right (6)
	22	 Cycle with party member 

moving round a fixed 
point (8)

	23	 Circus performer is alone, 
sadly (3,4)

	24	 One starts roosting in 
maple tree (4)

	25	 Three birds and a moth (4)
	27	 ‘Grand’ French palace 

excursion not finishing 
soon (7)

	29	 Musical direction could 
make Glière go (8)

	32	 It’s attractive as a boy’s 
story magazine (6)

	35	 Adjust whiskey encased in 
wood (5)

	36	 Working well, where the 
breakfast butter may be 
spread (2,1,4)

	37	 Resides at spa in outskirts 
of Dumfries (6)

	38	 On reflection, supposing 
that substitutes sitting 
room features (10)

	40	 Polishes text of Kidnapped 
it seems (5)

		  Down
	 1	 Wine list teetotaller 

reviews in village in 
Longdendale Valley (10)

	 2	 Composition from 
Penelope Radcliffe (5)

	 5	 Robin rules out fitments 
for 38 (3,7)

	 6	 Vaccinations injured 
manatee (7)

	 7	 Maiden in state of 
ignorance providing 
money no more (1-4)

	15	 Even-tempered, but cold 
in tartan (6)

	19	 Entrances on ships yet to 
be reconstructed (10)

	20	 Soldiers in rearguard 
action getting respect (9)

	21	 Polish language, 
reportedly (6)

	26	 Gets comfy on benches (7)
	28	 Managed eating nuts 

before a time of fasting (7)
	30	 We’re unanimous that it’s 

a vice (6)
	31	 Cut grass in long narrow 

area, almost miles (5)
	33	  A Celt organised brilliant 

display (5)
	34	 Lake of Caledonian 

highlands, primarily (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
14 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2767, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2767: Smoky  
by Doc

being an illegal immigrant. Uber expenses, red tape, 
online forms and GPS directions have proved chal-
lenging, while Passepartout’s struggles with Google 
Translate and Duolingo mean we can insult people 
in six different languages. Other complications have 
included the Covid pandemic halting all travel, exor-
bitant currency exchange rates, corrupt officials, 
hacked technology, acts of terrorism, protest marches, 
astronomical fuel prices and astoundingly bad traffic. 
British Airways lost our luggage 49 times. My mar-
riage to a lovely princess of India created visa issues. 
Incidentally, Passepartout left an electric light burn-
ing at home, so our energy bill currently exceeds one 
million pounds. For my next wager I hope to actually 
leave the UK. Yours, Phileas Fogg.
Janine Beacham

This is Ground Control to Major Tom:
Your wife is asking when you’ll be back home.
Beep. Tell my wife I love her very much –
She knows. She just needs you to get in touch.
I can’t, my spaceship’s far beyond the moon;
I won’t be in Earth’s orbit very soon –
Discovered life on Mars, and now I’m stranded –
Beep. Leaving Earth behind will be a wrench –
Beep. Major, where exactly have you landed?
And who’s that in the background speaking French?
And where on Mars is there an Eiffel Tower?
You’re breaking up – my spaceship’s losing power –
Where are you? Can you hear me Major Tom?
I know that you can hear me, Major Tom…
Here am I beep beep floating in the blue
Above the moon, there’s nothing I can do…
David Silverman

I’d no problems with passports or while checking-in,
So I got on the flight without any delay.
Then two drunks had a fight for an overhead bin,
So we all got de-planed and that cost me a day.
Then, when we took off, some volcano erupted,
And the captain announced we would go to Lahore.
With air to ground communications disrupted
We turned round and went back to Auckland once 
	 more.
I went on a different route on the third day,
Which, at the time, seemed like a clever manoeuvre,
But the President took Air Force One to L.A.,
So we got diverted to land in Vancouver.
On my flight to Heathrow (which was a real bargain) 
Two Russian jets came very close for a look.
That’s why you saw my ticket says Copenhagen,
Where I had a stopover coming from Huuk.
David Blakey

Ten years! Thank God the journey’s nearly ended,
one day, two dozen books might tell my tale.
Orbiting the moon was not intended,
but now I am on course with British Rail.
The train halts, sending shivers down my spine,
a power cut! To amplify my fears
I hear emergency sirens down the line
(so loud I find I have to block my ears),
warning rolling stock they must beware.
A one-eyed guard says, ‘Sit back, take it easy,
the restaurant car is open.’ I’ll forbear,
the pork on offer makes me feel quite queasy.
How long shall I be trapped outside this station
and will I ever reach my destination? 
Sylvia Fairley

NO. 3467: BACK TO IT

You’re invited to submit a passage in the style 
of a classic school story as the new term starts 
(150 words max). Please email entries to com-
petition@spectator.co.uk by 9 September.

SOLUTION TO 2764: PLACE-NAMES   

The unclued lights are boys’ and girls’ names which are also 
place-names. See Chambers 13th edition, p. 1833, et. seq.

First prize Sonny Waight, Bristol 
Runners-up Tom Lorimer, London W12  
Robert Cave, Everthorpe, Brough
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For the third time in his career, Wesley So has 
won the elite Sinquefield Cup tournament in  
St Louis, the fifth and final leg of the Grand  
Chess Tour. He got off to a strong start, with an 
early win against Jorden Van Foreest who botched 
a drawn rook endgame, and followed that by 
beating tournament favourite Caruana, in the 
superb counterattacking game shown below.

Fabiano Caruana-Wesley So
Sinquefield Cup, August 2026

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 Bb4 4 a3 Bxc3+ 5 
bxc3 c5 6 f3 Nc6 7 e4 d6 8 Ne2 O-O 9 Ng3 
b6 10 Be2 Ba6 11 O-O Rc8 12 f4 cxd4 13 
cxd4 Na5 14 f5 h6 (see diagram)  15 e5 After 
the queen exchange, Black’s position becomes 
easier to play. 15 Rf4!? was worth considering, to 
swing the rook over to h4 with an attack. dxe5 
16 dxe5 Qxd1 17 Rxd1 Nh7 18 Bd2 Nb3 19 
Rab1 Nxd2 20 Rxd2 Bxc4 21 Bxc4 Rxc4 22 
Rd7 Ra4 23 Rb4 Caruana pins his hope on 
kingside tricks, presumably judging that 23 Rb3 
Ng5 would lead only to a slow defeat, Rxa3 24 
Rg4 Ra1+! Nimble! 25 Kf2 Ra5 26 f6 26 Nh5 
Ng5 27 f6 g6 28 Nf4 Rxe5 29 h4 Ne4+! shows 
one virtue of the finesse at move 24, dragging the 
king to f2. g5 27 Re4 Rc8 28 h4 Nf8 29 Rb7 
Ng6 30 hxg5 Rc2+ 31 Kg1 Raa2 The 
counterattack lands first. 32 Rb8+ Kh7 33 Rb7 
hxg5 34 Rxf7+ Kh6 35 Nf1 Rxg2+ 36 Kh1 
Rgf2 37 Kg1 Nh4 White resigns

For this Odyssey-inspired Competition 3464 
you were invited to submit a passage or 
poem in which a modern man (or woman!) is 
trying to get home after a decade away and 
excuses are needed. Among those deserving 
of mentions are Basil Ransome-Davies, Bob 
Newman, Sophia Jackson, Paul Freeman and 
Nick Syrett, while the prizes go to those below.

Tell me about a complicated man,
Muse, how Poseidon’s wrath cast him upon
A bleak, strange Northern isle. There wanderings
Took him to Crawley, where he chanced upon
A building great crowds entered eagerly.
A slave requested gold; Odysseus slew him,
And crept into a vast cave, eerie, dark,
Except for one gigantic screen whereon
A legend was displayed in vivid shadows;
It was, retold with flashbacks and such tricks
His own life, sentimentalised –
His seven-year Calypso shagathon
Became a therapy session; he himself
Was simplified into a weepy victim.
He cried: ‘Sod this!’, stormed out and set his course
Homeward to Ithaca, and his wife and dog.
George Simmers

How the cruise ship failed to lose me, how the return 
headcount from No-Man Island went so wrong – 
well, the inquiry reported, and your insurance payout 
was huge. But the island wasn’t uninhabited (another 
lie in their brochure!). The No-Mans, a shyly inno-
cent race, emerged from their underground burrows 
and hailed me as a god. Pampering: where do I start! 
No need to lift a finger: they’d discovered wine, were 
polyamorous. So why did boredom make me itchy? 
A baobab raft, and I was off, sailing east, till the Chi-
nese container ship spotted me. No phone in my lan-
guage, of course; they dropped me in a hellhole port, 
some sort of war rattling overhead, so I volunteered 
for the first side that offered food. Prison or army: 
army won (better chance of escape). Swapped sides, 
hitched a lift on a drone, and here I am. Sorry, sweet-
heart: did you miss me?
D.A. Prince

My journey home has lasted ten years. Or so it seems, 
I’ve rather lost track. During this time I’ve been con-
stantly tested by the callous indifference of a many-
headed monster and its vile offspring, the Goddess of 
Couldn’t Care Less. Seduced by her promise to recon-
nect me with my loved ones, I boarded her shabby 
vessel, only to be immediately diverted and taken to 
some hellish places with little chance of escape. I’m 
now marooned again, God knows where. Then I hear 
a voice calling but the words spoken are unintelligi-
ble. I’ve had these messages before and know that 
my odyssey still isn’t over. If by some remote pos-
sibility I’m ever reconnected with my much-admired 
Penny, who’s apparently been slowly unravelling in 
my absence, at least I’ll have a ready excuse for my 
delayed homecoming. ‘Sorry I’m late, darling, you 
can blame Network Rail and Avanti West Coast.’ 
Sue Pickard

Dear Reform Club members, you ask why it has taken 
me ten years to return from my circumnavigation of 
the world. Unfortunately, I have been beset by pass
port control delays, security checks and accusations of 

PUZZLE NO. 914

White to play. Wojtaszek-Shankland, Rubinstein 
Memorial, Polanica Zdroj, 2026. Wojtaszek’s next 
move prompted Shankland to resign. What did he 
play? Email answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by 
Monday 31 August. There is a prize of a £20 John 
Lewis voucher for the first correct answer out of a 
hat. Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Ng3! Then 1…Kxg3 2 
Rxe3# or 1…fxg3 2 Bg4# or 1…e2 2 Qa3#
Last week’s winner John Danesh, Cambridge

Chess 
Sinquefield Cup  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights (including  
a pair) are of a kind and are 
located in the yellow squares 
(two words) when they are read 
in order along the rows.

Competition 
Ods against  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 14…h7-h6

White to play, position after 27…Qd6-c7
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