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LIFE

		  Across
	12 	Oilmen rail about 

petroleum product (7,3)
	13 	Came across religious 

instruction chapter 
consisting of verses (6)

	14 	Bleat including angry 
tirade for this plant? (7)

	15 	Tea urns of Salvation Army 
medic, very apt resources, 
say, for starters (8)

	19 	Et voilà! He’s poetry in 
motion (3,6)

	20 	Limit river level (4)
	24 	Father informally taking 

in socially acceptable 
northern islander (6)

	27 	Theatre alarms 
occasionally forbidden 
under Islamic law (6)

	30 	Endless source of irritation 
for god (4)

	32 	Medical specialist to bury 
benevolent creature with 
emotion at heart (9)

	34 	Skilled worker, 
salesperson, and aviator (9)

	37 	Tree feller’s a civic 
dignitary (8)

	38 	Wee juvenile with scruffy 
sty (7)

	39 	Somewhat disdainful son, 
smelling awful (6)

	40 	 Join end to end quantities 
of cloth, final items (10)

		  Down
1 	Upset Punjabi has memory 

that includes form of 
address (8)

2 	Cold period I endured 
initially in prison (3,3)

3 	Female cut short outsize 
income payments (5)

4 	Calvinist ruse I dismantled, 
tending towards doctrine of 
salvation for all (14)

5 	Check incorporating 
originally missing bit of 
chair (7)

6 	Be buoyed up around 
beginnings of abnormal 
tidal bore in this? (8)

7 	Perkier ex-con we sorted 
out in training scheme 
(4,10)

9 	Bone’s dull snap after 
skinning (4)

	10 	Conductor’s racket (6)
	11 	 Incarnation of backsliding 

renegade, a vice-admiral 
(6)

	16 	Sudden attack, part of 
dramatic tussle (5)

	17 	Cooked many a bird (4)
	25 	A Chinese weight of a 

similar character (4)
	26 	Repeated expression of 

surprise about school’s 
figure of speech (8)

	28 	Worried alto, GI with 
advanced ear problem (7)

	30 	Accepted beliefs, empty 
theories involving pity (6)

	31 	Bantu person, man with 
courage embodying energy 
and resistance (6)

	35 	Milton’s monk’s pan for 
cooking in oil (5)

	36 	Predict a star and 
constellation (4)	

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
10 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2762, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2762: Keys of 
the Kingdom 
by Chalicea

that of the snakes of melting lead, from roofs and 
pipes, that slithered down walls and across streets, 
devouring strays as they went. And yet Macondo 
did not burn. It was too hot for any flame to breathe.
Nick Syrett

Today for a change the Huddersfield sky no longer 
exhibits its customary threat of drizzle. George’s 
hand shields his eyes as he looks up into the 
cloudless expanse, towards the sun: clear, bright, 
blazing, disturbing. Any unwise enough to walk 
in the open will suffer for it; all seek the shade. 
June’s rain had brought forth foliage in abundance, 
but the leaves now begin to weaken, show signs of 
exhaustion. Well-trodden grass is fading to brown.
    Inside the house, the cold tap spouts tepid; his 
underwear chafes. All rooms are uncomfortable, but 
the cellar, with a fan whirring, is less so than the 
rest. George huddles there, resentfully, clutching a 
glass of elderflower cordial, still with the blessed 
coldness of the fridge upon it. He tries to read his 
J.G. Ballard novel, but falls asleep. In his dream, 
Ed Miliband tells him that this weather may persist 
until after Christmas.
George Simmers

Yeah, I remember Adlestrop. That damn place in 
the heat. The train, no warning, stuck there, midday, 
mid-July. A groan the length of the carriage. Sweat 
stinging the eyes, stifling air, no whirr of aircon. 
The Tannoy crackled, ‘Your train attendant here. 
Apologies for the delay. Extreme heat has buckled 
the rails. The overhead wires are dangerous so the  
air conditioning has been switched off. I repeat, 
there is no air conditioning.’ Silence as heads 
nodded. Sun beat through sealed and grimy 
windows. No birds flew over browned branches of 
scrubby shrubs draped with crisp packet, carrier bag. 
Against the shining sky a crane rattled and squealed, 
hovering above the local scrapyard. ‘Passengers 
are advised that we are awaiting emergency 
services to assist passengers to alight here close 
to Adlestrop. Gloucestershire paramedics will be 
in attendance. Unfortunately, there is no bottled 
water. The buffet has run out of bottled water.’
Shirley Curran

Visit the Leatherhead Riviera, hotter than Saint-
Tropez! Parakeets galore, in vivid green tropical 
plumage; a white-tailed eagle on an awayday from 
the Isle of Wight, colourful Mandarin ducks and 
stately Egyptian geese. Paddle in the river Mole, 
drink the local wine and eat melt-on-the-plate local 
cheeses at pavement cafés. Buy delicious wasabi 
ice creams from Lidl, iced coffees from one of at 
least 15 air-conditioned coffee outlets, sunglasses 
from the Poundshop, vintage sunhats, shorts and 
bikinis from a huge range of charity shops. Dress 
to kill for next to nothing! Watch plumes of smoke 
curling upwards in balletic pirouettes from the 
wildfires on Box Hill, and the intricate patterns of 
vapour trails from Heathrow and Gatwick against 
cloudless blue skies. Access is a morceau de gâteau, 
via the M25 where you can witness the rippling 
mirage of its evocative heat shimmer on the tarmac. 
Let’s celebrate the Leatherhead heatwave!
Elizabeth Kay

NO. 3462: SLAVE TO THE ‘RITHM

You are invited to submit a short story in 
which the protagonist lets an algorithm take 
charge of their life or an aspect of it (150 
words maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 5 August.
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SOLUTION TO 2759: MORNING EXERCISE  

The theme word started in line 8 column 3. There were four 
definitions of AMUSE and four examples of A MUSE.

First prize Cathy Evans, Fordham, Essex 
Runners-up Emma Corke, Abinger Hammer, Surrey
Peter Chapman, Como, Western Australia

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The unclued lights are a small 
fraction of almost 800.
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