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LIFE

	 A	 Like carrier, off course (6)
	 B	 Instrument from Juliet at 

ferry port, cycling (5)
	 C	 Court case condemned 

Glitter (9)
	D	 Overdid a little drink – 

date is off (10)
	 E	 Bird at 36 lough (4)
	 F	 Loud isn’t very soft (5)
	G	 Cricketer Joel’s stores (7)
	H	 Worker lost diamonds 

alone in Star Wars (3,4)
I	 Flag girl’s husband from 

Cork, say (5)
J	 Port and orange (5)

	K	 King missing Queen at 
German monastery (7)

	 L	 Resounding soccer win 
repulsed singer (6)

	M	 Spread you love or hate! 
(7)

	N	 Immigrant’s child in 
Boston is eight (5)

	O	 Truly sorry, empty, to 
make return journey (7)

P	 Singer in church 
introduced by priest (6)

	Q	 Queen’s radio broadcast, 
for example, at French FO 
(4,6)

	 R	 Fashion items thugs 
picked up (5)

	 S	 One holding hot stones (7)
	 T	 Loo for hire – I entered (6)
	U	 One holding adult 

Christian (5)
	V	 Feud over 500 

gatecrashing ground at 
event (8)

	W	 A question of property (5)
	X	 French boy, cross, with a 

German quartet (6)
	Y	 Shetland isle’s calls (5)

	 Z	 Nick losing head 
following unknown love 
(5)

		 Across
1	 Absurd mothers tailored 

beachwear (7,6)
	 9	 A child of 5 as friar (7)
	24	 Sole card game in part (5)
	25	 Essentially fervent SA 

plots (5)
	27	 Grass to spare, maybe (7)
	30	 Law in French ‘Thou art  

in public’ (7)
	35	 Amid beta, lambda and 

others (2,2)
	39	 French language clubs in 

action abroad (7)
	40	 Is superior to former 

favourites, we hear (7)
	41	 Hellfire caver swapped 

stationery item (5-4,4)

		  Down
	 6	 Away, using LSD (2,1,4)
	13	 Sworn enemies – with 1 

worn out, maybe (7)
	19	 Church ushers, say, from 

Unst? (8)
	21	 Fruit – lemon gone off 

(4,5)
	22	 Priest and maestro talk 

idly (7)

	26	 Innocence troubled Venetia 
(7)

	28	 Coppers in Yemeni capital 
cut composer (7)

	30	 Buffy’s small bed (6)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 
vouchers for the first correct 
solutions opened on 3 August. 
Please scan or photograph 
entries and email them 
(including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2761, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2761: 
Alphabetical 
Jigsaw by Doc

ago and I now find myself the subject of sexual 
abuse allegations for having playfully smacked a 
woman on the bottom 60 years ago. To rehabilitate 
my reputation, it has been suggested that I transition 
from male to female. This has left me shaken not 
stirred, and I feel my retirement is long overdue.  
I am therefore applying for a Licence to Chill.
J.B.� Sue Pickard

Dear Mr Wooster
It is with some measure of regret that I tender 
my resignation after many years of assisting you 
in the vicissitudes of contemporary domestic and 
social life. Your Aunt Agatha’s recent reference to 
my role as your ‘keeper’ presented me with an 
alternative view of our relationship and respective 
dependencies, not to our advantage, I fear. I trust  
I leave you suitably prepared for the variety of daily 
challenges encountered by any young gentleman 
in search of the best that London can offer. I have 
taken the precaution of re-arranging your wardrobe, 
grading your suits in order of brilliance, and I would 
counsel you in favour of the more neutral end of  
the spectrum, even for the Drones. You might recall 
that Hamlet favoured more sober tones.
    I have also laid in a supply of tinned sardines for 
my successor so that you will have a continuity of 
appropriately supported service. 
Your faithful servant, Jeeves. � D.A. Prince

Gentlemen, I hereby resign my senior position with 
Sodor Railways. After years of service, I find myself 
unable to take the relentless anthropomorphism  
of the engines anymore, although it will surely be 
agreed that I have borne the body-shaming (‘fat 
controller’ indeed!) with fortitude. I have always 
had a particular problem with the egregious 
Thomas, who persists in interpreting ‘useful’ as 
meaning insufferably smug and know-it-all, whilst 
causing mayhem, confusion and delay simply to 
provide narratives which are neither edifying nor 
entertaining. I was of course gratified to see that 
an enquiry has been opened into allegations of 
historical sexual misconduct on his part, made by 
Annie and Clarabel, most notably for incidences of 
non-consensual shunting.
    I shall be taking up a post with LNER, where 
there are fewer trains, they talk less, and sometimes 
do not run at all, which will suit me admirably.
Yours etc. Topham Hatt KBE� Brian Murdoch

Dear Lady Catherine
Too long have I dwelt amidst the tents of Kedar; it 
behoves me to inform your ladyship, as proprietrix 
of the advowson of Hunsford, that I hereby resign 
the living thereof since (as I perhaps should have 
mentioned already) I have succeeded to the 
Longbourn estate, and the dignity of my father’s 
natal cognomen, on the most regrettable death of 
my esteemed cousin Bennet. My dear Charlotte and 
I wish to state that we will prefer even Mrs Clarence 
Bennet’s prattle (relieved, as it sometimes is, by lively 
intercourse with the dowager Lady Wickham) to  
your tedious, boastful and overbearing monologues; 
and that only a small talent for pleasing flattery (on 
which I pique myself) has prevented me from advising 
you previously, madam, that you are a swellhead,  
a bore and a bully – and you cheat at cards!
Yours sincerely (at last),
W. Collins Bennet� Frank Upton

NO. 3461: CRINGE BENEFITS

You are invited to submit toe-curling analogies 
(up to five). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by midday on 29 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2758: THOUSA 

Each of the six quartets of initial letters of the Across clues 
reveal DCLL which equals 750. When correctly arranged, 
the unclued lights reveal ‘Doc’s seven hundred and fifti-
eth crossword’. The title ‘Thousa’ is three-quarters of 1,000 
which is 750.

First prize Gerald Daly, Ockendon, Essex 
Runners-up Barbara Flook, Meareway, Glastonbury; 
Alistair Macnab, Hastings
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Email 	

The set of 26 clues leads to 
solutions beginning with A to 
Z, one per letter, which then 
have to be fitted into the grid 
wherever they will fit. The 
numbered clues are normal.
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