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LIFE

      Clues (all six letters)
1 	Sick in front of boat – 

swell! 
2 	Information of little value 

is evidence of leak? 
3 	Weight stirs faulty watches 

found thereabouts? 
4 	Feel acute shame, languish, 

with rector taking four 
steps back 

5 	Farthest from The Wash 
tidal drift

6 	Two females are leaving 
plaice perhaps that’s 
somewhat overdue? 

7 	Chewy leftover antelope 
8 	Reader of scripture’s one 

making cross after start of 
evensong

	 9 	Awards no marks?
	10 	Paul’s conned suckers
	11 	Single woman’s tribe
	12 	Brief timespan for  

Nicholls’ narrative
	13 	Extreme Tinder content – 

it makes you sick!
	14 	Flier’s endlessly stinging?
	15 	Specifying North American 

dynasty?
	16 	Scott Lang’s mass for first 

new magistrate 
	17 	In the course of ephedrine 

drug
	18 	Making a request while 

ruler
	19 	All about night raving

	20 	Will’s complaining one 
abandons purpose

	21 	Very hot driver fans herself
	22 	Feminine lady, losing head, 

showing rare wildness
	23 	Uniform cut short is 

momentarily dazzling
	24 	Edmund’s exacerbated lie 

to himself
	25 	Surround English 

Nationalist network whose 
content is revolting

	26 	Biogenetic slip
	27 	Free in wild?
	28 	Scarcity of popular 

celebrity sandwiches
	29 	Losing page in parts of 

printing presses causes 
delays

	30 	Ancestral mount in the 
Golan Heights

	31 	Support for opening 
Bristol line

	32 	Accommodation at sea, 
housing a large number, 
almost totally dire

	33 	New laptop reduced, needs 
reconfiguration relating to 
connections?

	34 	Burnt almond is coarse
	35 	Vocal friend catches term 

of endearment

	36 	Take in the groove, bodily
	37 	Most favourable points are 

with German chamber on 
reflection

	38 	Work rate of Cambridge’s 
honoured mathematician

	39 	Almost circulating SMS 
containing number – on the 
contrary! (4,2)

	40 	Fragrant oils piscivores 
broadcast

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the first 
correct solutions opened on 27 
July. Please photograph entries 
and email them (including the 
crossword number in the subject 
field) to crosswords@spectator.
co.uk, or post to: Crossword 2760, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2760: Metalwork  
by Madrigal

But don’t determine whether
The doldrum or the storm prevails:
I’m smug in my endeavour.

Folk heed or not my forecasting
The weather does not follow.
The only truth in broadcasting?
I’ll try again tomorrow.
Adrian Fry

They’ll be blue skies over Dover and the Broads,
Over Edgbaston, and Wimbledon and Lords,
They’ll be sunshine on speech days,
And sports days and beach days,
And Regent Park thesps treading boards;
And the pigs – they’ll be swooping,
And looping the looping,
For rapturous sun-bathing hordes

And the rustics will be dancing in the clover,
Every ploughman, shepherd, dairymaid and drover,
For the rain will fall precisely, 
When and where required, to nicely
Fill the reservoirs and duckponds, and moreover:
Satan and his crew infernal
Shall be shivering in thermals,
As hell will be entirely frozen over
Nick Syrett

Surprisingly, the forecast, just last Monday,
Was all about my many long-lost chums
At school back in the Forties: Malin, Lundy,
Cromarty, Fisher, Forth (from Rugby scrums),
FitzRoy, who claimed his name meant royal blood
(We pointed out it meant he was a bastard),
Fat ‘Snowball’ Wight, who caused the loos to flood,
Young Bailey, who would secretly get plastered.
I chuckled when they mentioned poor old Dogger,
Caught in flagrante with the school nurse, Shannon;
The head, ‘Ben’ Dover, flogged the filthy snogger,
Expelled him like a bullet from a cannon.
And Tyne, whose father ended on the scaffold;
We called him ‘Tyne the Knot’ – such callous kids!
But when they came to Faroes, I was baffled;
Surely they’re buried in the pyramids?
Brian Allgar

Just in; a storm front forecast,
Large hailstones, gales expected,
A funnel cloud looms westward,
Crop damage (huge) detected,
A supercell, a monster,
Prepare for loss of power,
Seek shelter from the deluge,
A savage, soaking shower,
Evacuate your homes now,
We’re facing mass destruction,
A twister twice the scale of
That Pompeiian eruption,
Update; it’s been downgraded,
The sun’s out, warmth divine,
Light breezes, perfect beach day,
Use sunscreen, folks. It’s fine.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3460: AS YOU LIKEN IT

You are invited to take as your first line  
‘Shall I compare thee to a [fill in the space 
with trisyllable of your choice, which can be 
a single trisyllabic word or a three-syllable 
phrase] and continue for up to a further 15 
lines. Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 22 July.

SOLUTION TO 2757: OBIT VIII 

NEIL SEDAKA (anagram of LEEK/NAIADS 23A/7D), who 
was a fine COMPOSER (1A), SINGER (4A) and PIANIST 
(36A), died on 27th February 2026. Two of his best-known 
works, ‘Breaking Up Is Hard To Do’ and ‘Stupid Cupid’, are 
cryptically suggested by DHOOTIS (39A), an anagram of IS 
H (sym) TO DO, and AMOUR FOU (21D/17D).

First prize D.V. Jones, Llanfair Caereinion, Powys
Runners-up Thulasi Vernalls, Milton Common, Oxon;
John Pugh, Cardiff

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

Twenty radial lights run from rim 
to centre, twenty from centre to 
rim. The circuit next to the outer 
one contains, clockwise from 
radial 1, a quotation attributed to 
the name appearing in the inner 
ring. The italicised clues contain 
the definition and a mixture of the 
solution (beginning at the begin-
ning, or ending at the end of a 
word) including an extra letter. In 
clue order, these eight letters pro-
vide the source of the quotation. 
11 is in Collins.
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