
the spectator | 4 july 2026 | www.spectator.com	 57

LIFE

		  Across
1	Carpenter John almost 

taking a month (6)
	13	 In record book shortly note 

Arab’s money (5)
	15	Swing at new local site (9)
	16	A number of points in 

witticism caught with 
cheers (6)

	20	Account to halve roughly 
and put on two cards (1,6)

	21	A good many manage to 
have time for daughter (6)

	24	Transfer idiot that breaks 
rule (8)

	27	Back in front of theatre for 
lousy production (3)

	28	 It squeezes out of cupboard 
(3)

	29	Square up regularly around 
old ox (4)

	32	Low noise interrupting disc 
fell away (8)

	34	Comes to a king in wonder  
and bows at the back (6)

	35	Was exhausted, so 
dismissed (3,3)

	37	 ID in magenta – odd (4,3)
	39	Last to solve word puzzle: 

hell! (6)
	43	Toast chocolate cake that is 

off (5)
	44	With caution, quietly and 

discourteously seizing 
books … (9)

	45	… books to Swinburne 
familiarly, a pain (6)

	46	Extremely excited, cooks 
edible roots (6)

		 Down
1	Tours I record in vehicle (4)
2	Wary of danger of running 

aground (2,5)
3	Shock, suggesting 

temperature out of the 
shade? (4)

4	Meat, say, in habitual 
procedure held by skewer 
(7)

5	Parents crush top performer, 
the old cowards (8)

8	Lazy fish circling lake (4)
9	Performing is demanding 

when unknown becomes 
name (8)

	10	Have high opinion of large 
mustelid (5)

	11	Giotto, say, first to turn 
modern-ist? (10)

	14	Fly generating nice hum? 
No (9)

	18	Exposed to sun, alone, 
receiving tan at last (9)

	19	Stupid to crowd box office 
for rhyming game (4,6)

	23	No children last month used 
in commercials (6)

	25	Ordered manual on approval 
initially: it may go up (5,3)

	26	Poor cat under something 
dropped from tree (5-3)

	30	Delivered wicket-taking ball 
that deviated (7)

	33	The guts to walk into 
America (6)

	36	Head off from a skateboard 
ramp (5)

	38	Crack pipe, making 
reverberant sound (4)

	40	Piece of Scottish tree 
yielding oil (4)

	41	Comes out with crack troops 
to surround yard (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two prizes of £20 
vouchers for the first correct 
solutions opened on 20 July. 
Please photograph entries and 
email (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, or 
post to: Crossword 2759, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2759:  
Morning exercise  
by Fieldfare

Those chemists in democracy’s laboratory;
The thinkers and the speakers who have raised
To the sublime the art of oratory.
For centuries to come it shall endure,
Those selfless patriots’ supreme renown;
Our more modest task but to ensure
We stage a fitting spectacle to crown
The vision they conceived in that bright dawn:
A glitzy cage-fight on the White House lawn.
David Shields

Two hundred and fifty! A glorious age!
The lawyers are thriving, the pundits enraged,
The Founders are quoted by people who’d hate
The actual Founders; but never mind that.

We’ve built something wondrous, half-temple, 
half-mall,

A nation that sprawls from the spring to the fall,
Where freedom means everything, right up until
It costs you something – then it’s a bit of a shill.

We marched and we argued and sometimes were 
great,

We moonwalked, we litigated, we ate, ate and ATE!
Enormous amounts, while the whole world looked 

on
Half-baffled, half-jealous, their sobriety gone.

So here’s to you, America: flawed, loud and vast,
Still writing the sequel, while haunted by past,
Still arguing over what ‘well-regulated’ means –
God bless you, you glorious, baffling Prom Queen!
Mark Brown

So here you are at two-five-oh, O Land once ‘of the 
Free’:

The rebel child who broke away to grasp autonomy.
Your birth was full of promise and your youth was 

full of rage,
But now you’ve reached a milestone. Have you 

really come of age?

You’ve walked our moon, you’ve mapped our genes,
you’ve taught machines reflection;

You’ve dreamt up planes and chips and phones 
that changed mankind’s direction.

Your restless minds and endless drive make wonders 
seem routine:

A nation always chasing what the world has never 
seen.

Yet you’ve waged war for 50 years in liberty’s 
disguise,

And preached of peace while missiles traced their 
sermons in the skies.

Your billionaires hire Venice while your poor can 
hardly eat,

And populists can split your land with just a 
ragebait tweet.

So happy birthday, Uncle Sam – two hundred and 
a half,

And even now it isn’t clear if we should cry or 
laugh.

Just looking at the evidence, and given how things 
stand –

What on earth will you be like when you turn half 
a grand?

Tom Adam

NO. 3459: FEVERISH

You are invited to submit a passage in which
a heatwave is lavishly depicted (150 words
maximum). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 15 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2756: 2B OR NOT 2B?

The unclued lights form the first line of Dolor by Theodore 
Roethke: ‘I have known the inexorable sadness of pencils.’

First prize Geoff Telfer, Baildon, W. Yorks 
Runners-up Harry Hyman, London W1; 
Tim Locke, Ainsdale, Southport

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

A five-letter word (suggested by 
the title) appears diagonally in 
the grid and should be shaded. 
Four unclued lights define it; 
the other four give examples 
of it, if regarded as two words. 
Ignore one accent; 19 Down is 
in Brewer but not in Chambers.
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