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		  Across
12 	 Archly Coco revels in 

mob rule (10)
13 	 Turbulent poet’s hurt, 

needled by Isaiah (5)
14 	 Melanesian capital 

backing American and 
Algerian music theatre (7)

15 	 Illiterate soldier crosses 
sacred river beside 
Lincoln (10)

16 	 Old president breeds 
young pigs in principle (7)

20 	 Martin that sang in small 
valley (4)

22 	 Painted lots with red and 
grey (7)

24 	 Theologian breaking laws 
rouges coarsely (7)

26 	 Tell what happens after 
close election (7)

30 	 Grand curry for eats (4)
31 	 A silent interchange (7)
34 	 Unusual caribou spit when 

caught (4)
38 	 Britons enmeshing large 

lax (10)
40 	 Art museum in favour of 

framing poster? (5)
41 	 Female top celebs I see 

like Bede (10)
42 	 Immediately overwhelmed 

by very Scottish goddess (6)
43 	 Drugs from dime stores 

leaving me zonked (8)

		  Down

2 	 Came across old dynamo 
outside: it’s in the car (8)

3 	 Huge stone walls set in 
place (5)

4 	 Radiant Carol guzzles 
about twelve pints (7)

  5 	 Low grade men led by 
English lady (7)

6 	 Chum supporting Scot 
short of linguistic 
range (6)

8 	 Historical journeys take 
in sights (5)

9 	 New assignment involved 
traitor in Bute (13)

10 	 Liberal ecole and I 
pay $100 for reference 
book (13)

11 	 Derek’s troubled about 
sickly plovers (9)

18 	 Small bat needing a little 
push to go off (5)

19 	 Seabirds back in Aden 
now and then (9)

25 	 Special buddies swimming 
sank (8)

27 	 Rarely tidy hair barrister 
cut off (3)

28 	 Pole (tall) and Starmer 
in brown (7)

29 	 Port sorrowful earl 
imbibed (7)

32 	 Chap keeps close to 
sweet barrow girl (6)

33 	 Ugliest drunk deleting 
good communication 
app (6)

35 	 Haunt Barking, show 
respect (5)

37 	 Maybe sergeant arrests 
Arabian agent (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
6 July. Please scan or photograph 
entries and email them 
(including the crossword number 
in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2757, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2757: Obit VIII 
by Pabulum 

W.J. Webster (e.e. cummings, ‘since feeling is first’)

‘Eskimo Nell’ when printed in full
Is perpetual sexual action.
So this tale of our Nell when she’s out on the pull
Could be subject to total redaction.
Martin Parker (Anon’s ‘The Ballad of Eskimo Nell’)

I saw a lot of daffodils
Outdoors, when all alone;
It’s nice to think of them again
Indoors – still on my own
Nicholas Hodgson (Wordsworth’s ‘Daffodils’)

Winter. I lose hope completely.
Troubles will befall.
Hark! A thrush sings now so sweetly.
I’m hopeful, after all.
Roger Rengold (Hardy’s ‘The Darkling Thrush’)

Best view on Earth, this bridge surveys the scene 
in Westminster – the morning sunlit sweep
across the Thames and city, all serene.
It’s at its best when everyone’s asleep.
D.A. Prince (Wordsworth’s ‘On Westminster 
Bridge’)

Nowhere-Man thin-hair man J. Alfred Prufrock,
Dawn-to-dusk ditherer, time out of joint,
Hot-wired for crisis on tea, cakes and ices;
Mermaids and beachcombing? Get to the point!
Mike Morrison (Eliot’s ‘The Love Song of J. Alfred 
Prufrock’)

Some angels thought that they’d rebel.
And got hurled headlong into hell.
God then made folk, but sad to tell,
They sinned, and got slung out as well.
Brian Murdoch (Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’

My flea-bite caused, when borne to you,
A haematological integration,
Yet though we mourn a death, this brew
Could lead, perchance, to copulation.
Sylvia Fairley (Donne’s ‘The Flea’)

Do not disdain the lives and work
Of humble folk, but have good cheer.
For high and mighty though you be,
Everyone must end up here.
Richard Wyndham (Gray’s ‘Elegy Written in a 
Country Churchyard’)

Crying Wolf was this girl’s sin, a lying little maid
Who, though her house was not ablaze, called out 

the fire brigade,
But when a real fire threatened her, her call was	

not believed,
And ending up as ashes, her comeuppance she 

received.
Alan Millard (Belloc’s ‘Matilda)

The average male
(By which I refer to a human possessing testicles) 
Will generally fail
To make advances to a female who wears  

spectacles.
George Simmers (Parker’s ‘News Item’)

NO. 3457: ELEMENTAL

You are invited to submit a weather forecast  
in verse. Please email entries of up to 16 lines 
to competition@spectator.co.uk by midday  
on 1 July.

SOLUTION TO 2754 : CIRCLES 

The next-to-outermost circuit listed seven of DANTE’S 
nine circles of HELL. (No room for GLUTTONY or 
TREACHERY).

First prize Wendy Meredith, Exeter
Runners-up Julian Hammond, Manchester; John Bennett, 
Havant, Hants 

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

In February, a noted 1A, 6A 
and 36A left us. His name (two 
words) is an anagram of 23A/7D 
(both real words). 39A and 
21D/17D cryptically suggest the 
titles (one of six words, the other 
of two words) of two of his best 
known works.
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