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LIFE

		  Across
1	 One reprimanded over 

nothing is kept apart (8)
6	 Chinese way of brewing 

clear tea with miso (6)
	13	 Rows hard cycling (5)
	14	 Medic’s misfortune in 

morning – a blockage (7)
	15	 Potentially crossed in 

game; Jenga club will 
crumble at last! (10)

	16	 Extra spicy fajitas for 
starter? That is right, 
twice (7)

	20	 Occasionally, Enya had no 
bread (4)

	22	 Take over and ruin her 
Italian sandwiches (7)

	23	 Every home spa ultimately 
comes with taps (4)

	24	 A little revolutionary 
seizes platform as member 
of protest movement (7)

	26	 Bad actor isn’t 
disheartened in cheesy 
Italian production (7)

	30	 Great Dane in tub to wash 
fur at last (4)

	31	 Small mischievous fairy, 
somewhat disregarding 
others (7)

	34	 Element – one for nuclear 
age (4)

	36	 Volume of water rising and 
falling receded a tiny bit (7)

	38	 Careless fidgeting in 
auctions (10)

	40	 Took unusually small 
instruments (5)

	41	 Weak, nasty person with 
stands for bus 
measurements (10)

	42	 Aggressive syntax 
occasionally found on  
the internet? Really? (6)

	43	 In unusual story Dee went 
in search of shellfish (8)

		  Down
2	 Sun covers Conservative 

writer’s number one 
weapon (8)

3	 Prisoner’s coinage mostly 
contains iron (5)

4	 Worldly renter renovated 
annexe at last (7)

5	 Ran out after old flame 
injured pride (7)

6	 Shape shifting into 
exhausted grandfather (6)

7	 Former pupil, endlessly 
slated, gets roundly 
squashed? (6)

8	 Closes – horse also inside 
(5)

9	 Near miss met with no 
changes, being only 
fleeting (13)

	10	 Pompous fools, having 
eaten too much, start to 
sweat after polo? (7,6)

	17	 A4 retraced road (3)
	19	 Boy is captivated by 

methods of criminals (9)
	21	 Steer clear of rejected 

singer, holding onto love 
(5)

	28	 Wore down jacket for 
activity after a hot drink on 
Whernside’s summit (3,4)

	32	 Casual reference to soccer 
in subtext? (6)

	33	 So Kelly oddly gets ill (6)
	37	 It indicates named folk of 

strange ethos (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 29 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2756, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2756: 2B or 
not 2B?  
by Fire

by lust? There is Nothing for it. Nothing cures any-
thing and everything. Nothing moderates raging 
ambition. Nothing assuages disappointment. Noth-
ing demands no will power. Nothing could be easier 
than Nothing. Nothing is the antidote to all anxi-
ety. Nothing will improve your sense of self-esteem. 
Just relax. Nothing will happen. Nothing ever does.
The Revd Dr Peter Mullen

The Reform Regime! That’s the name, that’s the 
game. That heroic figure, the NewYou, will ban-
ish all worries, have all the answers to all your own 
questions, and receive unlimited blessings. Oil and 
gas will gush and millions flow in as donations. No 
more climate change. Hilton hospitals. Trains will 
run on time, but you will have your limo. Miscre-
ants will be found other places to stay where they 
will be much happier. No more bad apples fouling 
the crop. You will be blissful in your own country. A 
country Reformed just for you. No need for diver-
sity. Diversity is perversity. Taxes, what are they? 
The sun will shine. Drizzle – what was that? Gone, 
like climate change. Yes – you will smile, ear-to-
ear, with your revered leader. Say the word you 
know you long for. You’ll be irresistible. Tick that 
box! The future is You, NewYou, Reformed You.
Shirley Curran

99% of personal regimes fail 99.9% of people 
because they are designed by Narcissus. Not the  
Septimus Harding. The SH Regime permits you but 
one agreeable foible – ‘I adore my cello’ would do 
nicely – and one modest presentational eccentricity – 
a mild comb-over perhaps, or magenta lipstick for our  
Septimas. All else is affordable empathy. Your SH 
starter pack draws upon Great Literature to fine-tune 
your responses – ‘But they do look like giants, Don 
Quixote…’; ‘A dark side, Dr Jekyll – you astonish 
me!’ – and helps personalise your SH Introductory 
Hook: ‘Me? Bit of a no-hoper, sadly. Such a disap-
pointment to my illustrious forbears/the Dowager/
Hungarian cousins. But back to those windmills…’ 
Full SH WARDEN (Weaponised Aspiration-
Redundant Deferential ENgagement) status will strip 
away all that wearisome ambition and replace it with 
a warm Mediterranean swell of lunch invitations 
and undemanding audience participation. Go easy 
on yourself – the Septimus Harding way.
Nick Syrett

Eat a giant slice of NICE –
Say, Battenberg, its chequer –
Let them roll your senses, twice.
Love their double decker

Filter water through your skin:
Drizzle in the rains
Bank at will with Ono bank
On the eastern plains

Smile and bow and let the breeze
Skin your knees and dance
This is an uncertain age
Leave everything to chance

Inside out and outside up
From the dark to light
Drink from this magic spirit cup
And day will drench your night. 
Bill Greenwell

NO. 3456: SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL

So it is nearly here, 4 July 2026, 250 years 
since the birth of the United States. It’s only 
right to see the occasion as a poetical oppor-
tunity (16 lines max). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk on 24 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2753: RAPID SEA

The puzzle’s title, Rapid Sea, is an anagram of Paradise, i.e. 
Paradise Lost. The preamble is based on PL 1.34-36: The 
INFERNAL SERPENT, whose guile stirred up with ENVY 
and REVENGE, DECEIVED the mother of MANKIND. 
SATAN is the protagonist and MILTON the poet.

First prize Callum Christison, Bannockburn
Runners-up Charles Oliphant-Callum, Crowthorne;
Louise Bralsford, Kew
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The unclued lights (two of  
two words) can be arranged to 
form the first line of a poem  
and the name of the poet.
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