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LIFE

		 Radial clues
1	 Split sounded improvised 
2	 Slag off brilliant soul
3	 Half-hearted singing 

group: they’d regularly 
subsided

4	 Carried back once in the 
way (2,4)

5	 In old bits of India, Latin 
records

6	 Proper names given by a 
Guardian woman

7	 With extraordinary 
perception, notice a 
matador

8	 A detective accepts 
suitable changes

9	 Managed to keep a 
completely dry palm

	10	 Time to open immature 
oyster

	11	 Keep desiring to be 
lascivious

	12	 I certify contracts using 
new seal

	13	 Connected match with 
loud noise (4,2)

	14	 Wrongly recite a monastic 
service

	15	 Counter, and one working 
at it?

	16	 Fit into court house
	17	 Not agree to fix blown 

circuit?
	18	 A number of arguments 

heard to get excited
	19	 Ply rector, say, with beer
	20	 Snake at end of the pass
	21	 Local rules close city 

walls: everybody out!
	22	 Son battles round France 

and faints

	23	 Summary not quite 
accurate

	24	 Almost car-sick travelling? 
Once, certainly

	25	 Play on words is hard to 
beat perhaps

	26	 Left out of ancient vessel, 
rather strange

	27	 Indian worker and wife 
meeting God

	28	 Pulling hard and stopping 
taxi, say

	29	 Pass over cultivated region
	30	 Worn down having 

travelled through the heart 
of Sweden

	31	 Call for more dash and 
heart

	32	 Hide in enclosure and be 
well

	33	 Greek character breaking 
light turning to melt away

	34	 Tiny thing kept snoozing, 
dropping head

	35	 Article well-balanced in 
several papers (1-5)

	36	 Imposed feud occasionally 
on Biblical tribe

	37	 Concealed the Anglo-
French camp?

	38	 Partially replace talc with 
this compound

	39	 Stock of food here might 
be bigger, if good for 
daughter

	40	 All for changing such a 
tribute

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 15 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2754, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2754: Circles 
by Fieldfare

We need a leader, honest, strong and wise,
He who can unify a splintered state
And never stoop to bigotry or hate.
Trustworthiness will be the final prize
Awarded to one man – no compromise –
Nigel Farage. His is the call of Fate,
An urgent summons to predominate.
Reform will crush the other parties’ lies.
So let us all in unanimity
Elect as ultimate and supreme choice
Heroic Farage to full primacy
Over the realm, not one dissenting voice.
Let joy be unconfined, set people free.
Eternally rejoice, I say, rejoice.
Basil Ransome-Davies

Australia hails him as their sov’reign, and
New Zealand, that Antipodean land,
Accepts his sceptre and kisses his hand.
Canada too, can call him Head of State.
He holds sway over countries small and great
Rules continents and tiny islands too,
On which the sun, gold orb in sky of blue,
Never sets. Yes, he rightly wears the Crown
Imperial (though men play that name down).
Still, empires may have come and gone, and all  
The other nations see their leaders fall
In frenzied turmoil; but one thing is plain.
Charles sits upon the throne. Long may he reign! 
Brian Murdoch

Jestless jester, tyre-trashing Mr Toad,
Can I compare thee to a blown exhaust?  
Louche words bug darling May down every road
And leave your all too short a mate unhorsed;
Remorseless, your right turn at every fork,
Kinetic and frenetic is your course,
Sardonic is the hallmark of your torque,
Odious is the absence of remorse:
No gentle halls of reason and respect,
Fair icons of inclusion and import,
Obstruct your chevauchees: each rammed and

wrecked
Run-down, reviled by vaunting motor-sport.
Plough sourly your last furrow, then step down,
Mourned only by Neanderthals, and clowns.
Nick Syrett

Thank you for your huge standing ovation
A far cry from that lonely railway station!
Kindness showed me what a home should be:
Especially from your Queen, who gave me tea.
Merit here gives everyone a chance:
Even those who come by boat from France.
Buttressed by your glorious NHS,
A grateful people bathes in your largesse; 
Common wealth and benefits for all,
Keir at every summit, standing tall.
Third-rate thinkers fret about your debt,
Or whether you have built a warship yet,
Pylons blocking land that once grew food,
Europe in its old vindictive mood;
Relax! Your country is in righteous hands:
United Kingdom – greatest of Earth’s lands!
Richard Warren

NO. 3454: FOUR PLAY

You are invited to encapsulate a well-known 
poem (please specify) in four lines. Please 
email entries to competition@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 10 June.

SOLUTION TO 2751: TRANSMISSION 

COUGHS AND SNEEZES SPREAD DISEASES could 
explain the three other unclued pairs, which are anagrams of 
air-borne illnesses: ANNULI + FEZ => INFLUENZA, SEE 
+ MEAL => MEASLES, STRIP + USES => PERTUSSIS
(whooping cough). CARNIVOROUS at 8D which is an 
anagram of CORONAVIRUS had to be highlighted.

First prize Mike Lunan, Thurso
Runners-up Paul Newell, Hounslow;
Kathleen Durber, Stoke-on-Trent

Name 	

Address 

Seven circles appear in the cir-
cuit next to the outer one. Their 
place is shown in the innermost 
one (6,4). Radial lights, all (6) 
except where indicated, read 
from rim to centre or vice versa, 
20 of each.
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