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LIFE

		 Across
	 4	 It’s a pain to us Brits! (6,5)
	11	 Harp from Asia Minor (7)
	12	 Religious celebration for 

mother and German boy, 
finally (6)

	14	 Needlewoman, maybe, 
was a mediaeval servant 
(5)

	16	 Russian unit, experienced 
it’s said (5)

	19	 Article about musical 
performance (7)

	21	 Olga got out of prison (4)
	23	 Left in charge round 

covered walkway (7)
	25	 Begins to express doubt 

about king’s attendant (7)
	35	 Imply there isn’t 

conflagration (7)
	37	 Confounded sailing (2,3)
	40	 US firefighter once given 

a challenge, it’s reported 
(5)

	44	 A mess, yet it’s sorted to 
do this? (11)

		  Down
1	 Member of the Dytiscus 

finds rain on VW (5,6)
3	 Prickly character’s shot 

overheard, near Ian 
Chappell, for starters (5)

5	 Colombian coin that is 
held in both hands (4)

6	 Player’s partner oddly 
hiding net assets (4)

7	 Frankfurter’s goodbye (7)
9	 Engrossed and in ecstasy, 

one hears (9)

	10 	 Tissue gets taken out 
going across, then 1 Down 
upset, then one Down (7)

	15	 It creeps through after six 
(5)

	18	 Waterloo Stn rebuilt as 
theme park (5,6)

	20	 Arab brings up unpaid 
debts (7)

	22	 Actuators could become 
absolute rulers (9)

	28	 Studio location of 
Nightmare horror film 
with final bits cut (7)

	29	 Source of asthma 
medication peer had for 
treatment (7)

	36	 Upright revolutionary? (5)
	38	 Number from the Third 

Reich (4)
	39	 County borders (4)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two runners-
up prizes of £20 vouchers for 
the first correct solutions opened 
on 1 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2752, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2752:  
Double trouble 
by Doc

FREUD DISCOVERED SOMETHING ABOUT 
YOU AND IT’S NOT PRETTY.
Recommended: a long course of nitrazepam. WAIT 
TILL YOU READ ABOUT THIS DRUG, YOU 
WON’T BELIEVE WHAT IT DOES.
Bill Greenwell

The patient, Booktok, embodies the classic Freudian 
conflict dynamic, id striving insatiably to acquire for 
consumption, as if they were indistinguishable, clas-
sics from Harry Potter to the latest romantasy, creat-
ing a seemingly infinite ‘to be read’ haul frustrating 
the ego’s judicious desire to balance an anally reten-
tive desire for more books with an expressive drive 
to comment in videos on codices of which it has 
taken insufficient pains to cogitate or reflect. The 
superego of the patient, straining to fabricate a liter-
ary persona from the available material, augments 
it with hysterical emotional outbursts on the death 
of minor characters or chin-stroking, introspective 
monologues on book-adjacent social topics – gen-
der or racial allyship – preoccupation with which is 
suggestive of liberal goodness. The patient obsesses 
over flabby, glossy, junky tomes as a smokescreen 
for a malignant narcissism psychoanalysis sessions 
will only exacerbate. Treatment: Moby Dick and 
Finnegans Wake to be taken consecutively.
Adrian Fry

There follows an account of a remarkable case of 
mass hysteria that has recently come to my atten-
tion. It affected a group of 11 individuals who fell 
under the influence of a charismatic figure known 
as Baz, the cult he founded becoming known as 
‘Bazball’. Members were apparently encouraged 
to give free rein to their id, aggressive tendencies 
prioritised with no reference to the superego’s con-
straints of discipline and reason, and in many cases 
without respect even to immutable laws of phys-
ics. Their group sessions tended to be accompanied 
by the ritual consumption of prodigious amounts 
of alcohol. This tendency reached its peak during 
what appeared to be a missionary expedition to 
Australia in the Antipodean summer of 2025/26. 
This ended, perhaps unsurprisingly, in disaster, 
and the self-destructive nature of this cult seems to 
point in only one direction.
David Shields

The majority of MAGA supporters are men. For 
them, MAGA is not so much a political movement 
as a severe neurosis. ‘America’ is a projection of 
their sexual inferiority complex, a phallic symbol 
of the impotence they are desperately anxious, lit-
erally, physically, to ‘make great’ again. In extreme 
cases, this insecure masculinity is compounded by 
a narcissus complex, when the subject is so in love 
with himself that he is unable to form meaning-
ful relationships with others, and a cognitive dis-
sonance preventing him from distinguishing truth 
from fantasy. This develops into a condition known 
as MAGAlomania, a compulsion to expand ‘Amer-
ica’ into, for example, the equally symbolic, euphe-
mistic ‘Gulf of America’, ‘Panama Canal’ or ‘Strait 
of Hormuz’, while slogans such as ‘Drill, Baby, 
Drill!’, well, speak for themselves. Oedipal sym-
bolism is everywhere, culminating in the proposed 
giant ‘Triumphal Arch’. Expect a military parade 
with ballistic missiles entering it before long.
David Silverman 

NO. 3452: ALL KICKING OFF

You are invited to submit an ode to the World 
Cup (16 lines maximum). Please email entries 
to competition@spectator.co.uk by 27 May.

SOLUTION TO 2749: ORBITAL 

The unclued lights are SATELLITES of the major planets, 
with the duos appearing at 9D, 13D and 39A, and five 
appearing around SATURN (at 29D).

First prize Roger Kenworthy, Thongsbridge, Holmfirth
Runners-up Richard Foden, Vesenaz, Switzerland;
Maria Lindley, Ashton Hayes, Chester

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The unclued lights, (which 
include two paired words, and 
three of two words, one of 
which is not listed in Chambers, 
and two hyphened), bear a com-
mon feature, different in each 
case, and 13 and 41 are even 
more so!
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