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LIFE LIFE

27…gxf6 28 Qf5 wins on the spot. g6 28 Qf2 
Qa5 Faced with threats like Qf2-h4-g5-h6#, 
there is nothing better. 29 Qxb2 Black is too 
weak on the dark squares to survive much longer. 
Rac8 30 Nd7 Rc3 31 Bd2 Rfc8 32 Bxc3 Rxc3 
33 Ne2 Qa3 34 Qd2 Black resigns

Emre Can-Roman Dehtiarov
European Individual Championship, Katowice 2026

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 
Nc3 Nc6 6 Bg5 g6 7 Bxf6 exf6 8 Bb5 Bd7 
9 O-O Bg7 10 Nde2 Be6 11 Nf4 O-O 12 
Ncd5 f5 13 exf5 Bxf5 14 c3 Ne5 15 Ne3 
Be4 16 Nfd5 Rc8 17 Qa4? (see diagram) 
Allowing a surprising shot 17…Nf3+ 18 Kh1 
18 gxf3 Qg5+ 19 Ng2 Bxd5 looks dreadful for 
White. Qh4 19 h3 19 gxf3 Bxf3+ 20 Ng2 
Bxg2+ 21 Kxg2 Qg5+ wins the knight on d5. 
Be5 There is no immediate knockout, but there 
is time to bring reinforcements. 20 Bd7 Rcd8 
21 Rad1 f5 22 Bb5 Nh2 22…Ng5! was 
stronger, but it was hard to foresee that 23 f4 
Nxh3 24 fxe5 f4!! leaves White defenceless, e.g. 
25 Nf6+ Rxf6 26 exf6 fxe3 with mate to follow. 
23 Kg1 Nf3+ 24 Kh1 Nh2 25 Kg1 Nxf1 26 
Bxf1 g5 27 g3? Volunteering a new weakness. 
Instead 27 Bd3! liquidates an attacker, and the 
centralised knights offer hopes of salvation. 
Qh6 28 Ne7+ Kh8 29 Bg2 Bxg2 30 Kxg2 
Qe6 31 N7d5 f4 32 Ng4 fxg3 33 fxg3 Qf5 
34 Kh2 Qf3 White resigns

		  Across
	 1	 The power to command 

text excited umpire (8)
	 6	 Draws out English and 

Italian leaders (6)
	13	 Room at the top for Greek 

(5)
	14	 Maker of bargains, baronet 

meets King and Queen (8)
	17	 Long-suffering hospital 

case? (7)
	18	 I lead thunderous applause 

initially following organ 
suite (7)

	19	 Fluid measure requires 
more ether possibly (9)

	23	 Encroachment into 
Anchorage (6)

	30	 More than one building 
muscles on inside of legs 
regularly (9)

	32	 Fast cars stolen by Poles? 
(3,4)

	33	 Change travel to work (7)
	35	 Anaesthetises half the 

idiots (5)
	36	 Craziest drunken spree in 

front of one in trial (8)
	37	 Wing in grammar school 

used for festivals (5)
	38	 Plan he once devised for 

brain (10)
	39	 More frightening lake 

contained by returning 
engineers (6)

	40	 American muscle in the 
streets – a likely lot? (8)

			   Down
	 1	 Mysterious Blaine holds 

the stage prior to landing 
out of reach (14)

	 2	 Thailand adopts uplifting 
music app – crackers! (7)

	 3	 Issue journalist with just 
the thing to get one tipsy 
(7)

	 4	 Concerned with stuff 
under control (2,4)

	 7	 Remove incumbent, other 
end spinning (8)

	 8	 Engine possibly housed in 
motor with talent for 
beastly consumption (11)

	 9	 Choose painter for daddy’s 
girl? (7)

	12	 Determined before fight 
(3-2)

	15	 Hear crude shout (4)
	16	 Perhaps pollen for hay 

fever sufferers is 
unrelenting, changing 
endlessly (11)

	20	 Sailor’s protecting 
unknown tyrant (4)

	21	 ‘Other woman’ losing 
initial interest (4)

	22	 Gaseous element results 
from iron being with 
lutetium and iron alloy (8)

	25	 One neat, tidy new-born 
(7)

	27	 Mould short dance to fit 
occasion (7)

	28	 Hospital department 
organised on time for 
admission? (7)

	29	 Rub fireplace (5)
	30	 Creep Miliband say, fronts 

GB Energy initially (4)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two runners-
up prizes of £20 vouchers for 
the first correct solutions opened 
on 25 May. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2751, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2751: 
Transmission  
by Madrigal

That neighbour Laurie, when at liberty
Was given to bouts of anthropopagy?
  The epitaph, succinct, records her gruesome fate:
  ‘Here Lies Anna Peest, the poet Laurie Ate.’
Mike Morrison

I broke down outside Basingstoke
Beside a pub, the Royal Oak.
When help arrived the breakdown bloke
Considered long, before he spoke;
‘I’m sorry but your piston’s broke,
You’ll need a tow, and a de-coke,
You’ll have to wait, you’re not bespoke,
Your cover’s just for hard-up folk.’
So wait I did, and sipped a Coke.
A man emerged, to have a smoke,
His drunken query more a croak.
I said, ‘My car’s not okey-doke,
The piston’s broke, and that’s no joke.’
He slurred, ‘Me too, I’m pissed’n’broke.’
Elizabeth Kay

The goatherd, lonely on the hill,
Among the edelweiss,
Thought of Maria yodelling,
And things he thought were nice.

His goats were grazing happily
And each one wore a bell.
Why? Though it must be obvious
His thoughts refused to gel.

What need had they of do-re-mi?
His sicklied brow grew pale.
For goats, to climb Swiss mountains
Was not a major scale.

I can reveal the answer now,
Before you go berserk.
Goats need those bells around their necks
Because their horns don’t work.
Bob Newman

I believed my success would be final –
The way that Humanity does –
When Evri delivered the vinyl;
It gave me a fabulous buzz,
For ‘Sounds of the Wasp’ said its label!
I hauled out my period deck
And placed the disc on the turntable
Sounds of the Wasp? Was it heck!
Instead of a wasp’s bombination
Was a sound quite demonstrably fake.
‘Grr! I’ll take this absurd imitation
And hurl the thing into the lake!
Or else take a trip to the seaside
And cast it out into the drink!’
But wait! I WAS PLAYING THE BEE SIDE!
(I think that my brain’s on the blink.)
Frank Upton

What d’you call a line
Of tourists on Mount Fuji?
A high queue. Get it?
David Silverman

NO. 3451: ACROSTIC

You are invited to supply an acrostic poem 
praising or dispraising a public figure in 
which the word spelled out by the first let-
ter of each line directly contradicts what the 
poem is saying. Please email entries of up to 
16 lines to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 20 May.
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NO. 2748: WHAT’S IN A NAME? – II  

The unclued entries all contain capital cities, as does the 
name of the compiler (MADRIGAL/RIGA).

First prize Mark Steele, Crofton, Wakefield
Runners-up Barry Butler, Birmingham
Julie Sanders, Bishops Waltham, Southampton
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Address 		 		

		 		

	  	  

Email 		  

The European Individual Championship is a 
gigantic brawl, and since it began in 2000 the 
winner has always been a seasoned grandmaster. 
This year’s event in Katowice, Poland, drew 500 
competitors, including 90 grandmasters. Lasting 
11 rounds, it is not the kind of event you can win 
‘by chance’. So it was astonishing to see 17-year-
old Roman Dehtiarov from Ukraine win the gold 
medal. Though he became Ukrainian champion in 
2024, his opportunities to travel abroad have been 
limited since the start of the war. In Katowice he 
began the event seeded just 126th, and not yet a 
grandmaster. He finished clear first on 9/11, 
thanks to a string of impressive attacking games, 
including the two shown below.

On his return home, the teenager from Kharkiv 
was photographed with Volodymyr Zelensky, and 
honoured with the ‘Future of Ukraine’ award.

Roman Dehtiarov-Alan Pichot
European Individual Championship, Katowice 2026

23…Nxa4 24 Rxa5 24 Rh5!? was a fascinating 
alternative. Then 24…Nxb2 25 Nxf6! Qxf6 
26 Qb1 wins material, or 24…Bxe4 25 fxe4 Nxb2 
26 Rxh7+ Kxh7 27 Qh5+ Kg8 28 e5 yields a 
dangerous attack. Nxb2 24…Qxa5 25 Nxf6 gxf6 
26 Bb1 is promising for White, with ideas or Qd1-
c2 or Qd1-e1-h4. 25 Qd2 Qxa5? Essential was 
25…Bxe4 26 fxe4 Qxa5 27 Qxb2 with all to play 
for. 26 Nxf6! Much stronger than the obvious 
26 Qxb2 Qxa2 27 Qc2! A powerful sting, since 

For Competition 3448 you were invited to 
supply a joke in verse form. Apologies for 
an ambiguous brief; I was actually after an 
existing joke retold in verse form rather than 
expecting you to invent a new joke, but either 
approach was permissible.

The challenge was a popular one and 
yielded a large and jolly entry. I appreciated 
Bob Turvey’s accompanying note – ‘Do you 
think my work stanza chance? – and David 
Shields’s Longfellowesque submission.

Over to the winners, who each earn a £25 
John Lewis voucher.

When Faustus found his way to hell,
They cheered him to the rafters,
And said he might select the site
To pass his ever-afters:
A furnace-full of smouldering souls?
A wasteland white as icing?
With souls as cold as arctic rolls,
Well… neither was enticing.
 
He chose at last the sewage circle:  
Though the aeons would be done,
Waist-deep in waste, each place was graced
By tea and scones for one.
Poor Faust – he took his tray and place
Among the sipping dead,
The tannoy spoke: ‘That’s tea-break, folks –
All souls back on your heads!’
Nick Syrett

Two old galoots from Arkansas
Went on a trip for shooting game.
One witnessed, to his shock and awe,
His comrade topple. What a shame.

He felt his chest, could find no breath.
He panicked, then picked up the phone
To first report his buddy’s death
Which left him tragically alone.

‘You did well to report this fall,
But first you need to know he’s dead.
There needs to be no doubt at all.
Make sure,’ the paramedic said.

Although it put him on the spot
The hunter did what he was tasked.
The paramedic heard a shot.
‘What next?’ the lone survivor asked.
Basil Ransome-Davies

Anna Peest, late of London north-west three,
Mired in the murky swamp of poetry,
Would prowl, pontificate on Hampstead Heath,
Declaim ghastly ghazals through yellowed teeth.
Rossetti she was not, nor Emily D,
Had not the basic grasp of prosody;
Denounced the damsels in the Ladies’ pond;
Downed snakebites, of which she was overfond.
Her strange (for Hampstead) next-door neighbour, 
	 Laurie,
Would text ‘Dnt Mss with me or Yule B sorry.’
Anna was clueless, credulous, naive –
How could she not know, quite fail to perceive

PUZZLE NO. 898

Black to play. Sipila-Maltsevskaya, European 
Individual Championship, 2026. Black’s next 
move decided the game immediately. What did she 
play? Email answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by 
Monday 11 May. There is a prize of a £20 John 
Lewis voucher for the first correct answer out of a 
hat. Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Qg7! Kxe3 2 Qd4# (or 
1…Kg1 2 Nh3#)
Last week’s winner Gary Wilkinson, Hove, 
East Sussex

Chess 
Roman conquest  
Luke McShane

Together, three unclued entries 
(two of two words) cryptically 
explain the three other unclued 
pairs. Solvers must highlight 
the single clued entry that 
could provide a further themat-
ic example.

Competition 
Laughter lines  
Lucy Vickery

Black to play, position after 17 Qd1-a4

Black to play, position after 23 Nd2xe4
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