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LIFE

		  Across
1	 Academic field 

considering conflicts 
making dispute cease (5,7)

	10	 Scottish stranger involved 
in gun control (4)

	12	 Papal fruit (10)
	14	 Mineral next to ash that’s 

on land (3)
	15	 On the air broadcast of 

Dexter Morgan, say (4-4)
	18	 Sea-cow moving east in 

spring (7)
	22	 Very small trench for two-

thirds of some French 
potted meat (6)

	24	 On reflection, TV chef was 
poorly (5)

	26	 Most condescending about 
40 noises (9)

	29	 Now and again Ilse Geisler 
will lose according to 
Spenser (5)

	31	 Rabbi has whip-round for 
garment (6)

	36	 Cruel restless bird sitting 
in tavern (7)

	38	 English Catholic taken in 
by my compassion (5)

	40	 Too much capital? Not 
half! (3)

	41	 The earlier phrase to which 
a pronoun refers (10)

	42	 Like some previous 
edition? (4)

	43	 South-eastern oryx 
bewildered and unworldly 
(12)

		  Down
2	 Called up a very clear 

image about divine ones 
(10)

3	 Blimey, Alec capsized the 
boat (7)

4	 Criticise swampy area in 
US (5)

5	 Cost of enclosure in 
almost rigid surroundings 
(3,6)

7	 From the Orient, numbers 
of old giants (5)

8	 Could granny be a former 
England wicketkeeper, 
we’re told (4)

	11	 An old associate removed 
article from agreement (8)

	16	 Bit of sunshine right 
before a day’s end (3)

	19	 Certainly no big shot! (6)
	20	 Heavenly body posed on 

vessel (6)
	21	 Her career’s ruined this 

investigator (10)
	23	 Oddball neurotics’ states 

(9)
	25	 France’s ecological party 

placing forest greenery in 
inferior surroundings (3,5)

	30	 Mad Men hero as medic’s 
mimic (6)

	32	 Village on Gare Loch or 
in River Humber (3)

	33	 Rule out wrong aluminium 
thread (5)

	35	 Invigorating air in Gozo? 
Never! (5)

	37	 Goose on outside covers of 
news-magazine (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
11 May. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2749, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2749: Orbital 
by Doc

day and night make merry, let days be full of joy’
does it for me! Šiduri’s may not be immortal, but it’s 
darn close. (10-20 shekels including wine)
Frank Upton (The Epic of Gilgamesh)

Broken by yet another fruitless day in Airstrip One, 
my dining companion and I adjourn to The Chest-
nut Tree Café, where a carefully curated atmosphere 
of utter despair pervades. The service, deceptively 
obsequious and almost silent so as not to distract
from the martial trump of the omnipresent tel-
escreens, might impress were it not for the total 
absence of food from the menu. We are brought, 
unsolicited, a chess set and a copy of The Times 
newspaper. We order, following the lead of every
other patron, each one of whom wears a blank dis-
guise of alcoholic desolation over a face unsettling-
ly familiar from bygone news broadcasts we would 
be wise to forget, Victory gin ameliorated with
clove. This libation, an exclusivity of the establish-
ment, brings forth appalled grimaces from my din-
ing companion and I. Odd, therefore, that neither 
of us can quite bring ourselves to wave away occa-
sional top-ups. Recommended.
Adrian Fry (Nineteen Eighty-Four)

I visited the officers’ mess on Pianosa, curious 
about its reputation for inedible food. Entry required
signing an NDA as I was to be presented with their
top-secret menu. I questioned that. The waiter
explained: ‘Only those who never ask questions may
ask questions.’ The menu promised Boneless Sar-
dines on Raw Toast, Hand-Torn Watercress Purée, 
Turnip Tartare, Triple-Cooked Oatmeal, and the
Minderbinder Special: Chocolate-Coated Cotton.
Loudspeakers issued martial music interrupted con-
stantly by injunctions like, ‘Do not begin eating until 
you have finished your meal.’ I ordered the Inside-
out Omelette and the Deconstructed Water. The 
omelette contained no eggs, the water was served
in an empty glass. The dessert is better imagined
than described. The bill arrived, attached to a man-
date to purchase shares in M&M Enterprises. I paid 
and fled, smiling, wondering if I’d ever dine again –  
or simply decipher the announcement: ‘Do not 
chew until you’ve swallowed.’
Ralph Goldswain (Catch-22)

Elysium: 2 stars. I had so looked forward to this 
lunch, having heard a lot of hype about the place,
and it took absolute ages to get a booking. The set-
ting was visually appealing, with elegant tables set 
right on the edge of a glorious fragrant flowering
meadow, not far from a picturesque waterfall. The
live music wasn’t much to my taste, a bit heavy
on the Pan pipes and something plinky, but maybe
they have livelier sessions in the evenings. The big 
letdown was the food – the only menu items were 
ambrosia and nectar, and both were far too sweet.
I complained to the waiter, Mr Ganymede, and the 
manager Mr Hades was so kind as to book me in
for a free meal tomorrow at their sister restaurant
Tartarus. It’s a hot ticket apparently. I think they 
must do fish?
Mary McLean

NO. 3449: SHRINK AWAY

You’re invited to psychoanalyse, in the man-
ner of Freud or Jung etc, a modern social 
phenomenon (e.g. doomscrolling, dating by 
app, the manosphere, Married at First Sight
Australia). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 6 May.
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SOLUTION TO 2746: CHAIN LETTERS 

The unclued lights form the chain (which may start at any 
of the words) as follows:
LUSTRE/TREMOR/MORTAR/TARPON/PONCHO/
CHOSEN/SENSEI/SEICHE/CHESTY/STYLUS and
then back to LUSTRE.

First prize David Hutt, Stourbridge, West Midlands
Runners-up Jenny Atkinson, Amersham, Bucks
Jeffrey Frankland, Storth, Cumbria

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

There is a total of 12 unclued 
lights in this puzzle, six appear-
ing singly as normal, with the 
other six appearing as a duo in 
three longer solutions, and five 
of them are associated with 20. 
All are verified in Chambers.
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