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		  Across
9 	 Orderly really not tense 

(4)
	11 	 Arab runs past the dark 

carbonate mineral (10)
	12 	 Small flock nibbled 

rhubarb (4)
	14 	 Certain proteins no longer 

in beer (nothing turns on 
it) (6)

	16 	 Woman has money, gold 
and silver (5)

	17 	 Message from Spain 
fellow heard (5)

	20 	 Rhine in Germany is more 
vigorous (7)

	21 	 Careless treatment of poor 
Glen shocks (7)

	23 	 Maybe Grace Darling in 
junk heading for 
Eastbourne (7)

	24 	 Shy grandmaster (5)
	25 	 Bright like brass in Vilnius 

(5)
	27 	 Pound note for Samson 

suggested by female? (4,3)
	30 	 Snaps capturing nice 

sliced pieces of cake (7)
	32 	 Fashionable fruit Oscar 

plucked is pottable (2,5)
	37 	 Rectrix stripped and flexed 

straight muscles (5)
	38 	 Barber in fashion less than 

kind (6)
	39 	 Nymph to follow slavishly 

(4)
	40 	 Japanese spa town 

greeting aguish Zulu I 
treated (10)

	41 	 Large fish in Buckeye 
State dad caught (4)

	42 	 Abused consorts left at an 
astronomical rate (5,8)

		  Down
2 	 Extreme insult rajah 

swallows (5)
3 	 Cowslip, whitish, I start to 

grow inside (6)
5 	 Young posho cut the 

rabble with a new dagger 
(7)

6 	 Trundles in classy cars (7)
7 	 Socialising baseball team 

Chinese dynasty hosts (6)
8 	 Resident doctor initially 

repaired parts of nerve 
cells (9)

	10 	 Crude Bedouin shocked 
ten (not nine) (10)

	13 	 Fish and a different fish 
rounding island (7)

	18 	 Reddish-brown carrot 
tenor ate con brio (10)

	19 	 Scruffy old women land 
wearing jumpers (4-4)

	22 	 Chaps skinned kipper and 
crabs (7)

	26 	 Some present Osaka as an 
Asian holiday resort (7)

	28 	 Hankie Henry lost Rex 
spattered with much of 
mucous discharge (7)

	29 	 Violent gangster nearly 
strangles no-good 
no-hoper down under (6)

	33 	 Prenatal procedure I moan 
about (5)

	34 	 Small bluebottle with 500 
hairs on the hindlegs (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
27 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2747, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2747: Head of 
the herd  
by Pabulum

On the north coast of our fair isle,
And every morning he would say:
‘The tide seems pretty high today,
But global warming’s just a tale,’
Until one Thursday, in a gale,
His home fell into the North Sea.
Ever resourceful, Lord Henry
Spotted an ice-floe drifting past,
And leapt onto it, and held fast,
But then he found he had to share
It with a hungry polar bear,
Who, unable to catch a seal,
Thought Henry made a noble meal.
Brian Murdoch

Jemima rode green bikes so fast
You felt the breeze as she whizzed past.
Ignoring road signs, crossings, lights,
She gave pedestrians shrieking frights.
One day she turned her pedals fleet
The wrong way down a one-way street,
Then swerved a red light, without fuss,
In front of an oncoming bus.
A call to 999 was made,
A crew attended, plied their trade:
They gathered up the sad remains,
Took photographs of all the stains.
(Back at the morgue there would be time
To filter out the bits of Lime.)
Don’t ride about like Mr Toad
When other folk are on the road.
Helene Nowell

Lord Sucker lived a happy life
Because he had a lovely wife
Who catered for his every mood
And sent him pictures in the nude
And thanked him nicely when he gave
Her all the money he could save.
He loved her with just one regret
They hadn’t actually met.
He asked an expert: ‘Find her soon
So we can have our honeymoon.’
Meanwhile he gave her beauty’s crown
Until the expert tracked her down
And showed on Sucker’s smartphone screen
A gangling boy of seventeen.
Do not investigate your dreams:
You’ll find that nothing’s as it seems.
Philip Roe 

‘You know, at least you ought to know,
Unless your name is Sleepy Joe:
Free speech! It’s in the first Amendment
And Declaration of Independence – 
Home of the Brave! Land of the Free,
Defending life and liberty,
Pursuit of happiness, y’all,
And nevermore to be in thrall
To all those woke, repressive laws
Imposed on us, all in the cause
Of Democrat depravity
Like – take the law of gravity…!’
Thus spoke Jim, soon to levitate, 
Perched high atop the Empire State – 
You’ve guessed the sequel: some laws should
Be heeded – they’re for your own good.
David Silverman

NO. 3447: OUCH

You are invited to outdo Kingsley Amis by 
detailing the hangover from hell in the style 
of any other writer (150 words maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by 22 April.
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SOLUTION TO 2744: FIDDLES 

The unclued lights are DOCTORS and all can be verified 
in Brewer.

First prize Sarah Darlington, Acton Trussell, Stafford
Runners-up Colin Ratledge, Leven, East Yorks;  
Mark Humble, Beercrocombe, Taunton 

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

‘1A/36A/1D/4D’ (five words in 
total) is an extract from a song 
about the escape of 21D/15D 
(three words in total). Remain-
ing unclued lights tell when and 
whence the escape occurred.
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