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LIFE

		  Across
1	 Eruption as aerosol 

explodes (7)
6	 Almost snap at man’s trite 

remarks (7)
	11	 Austen’s creation, 

American village where 
Jesus was seen (6)

	12	 Painting taken back to 
storehouse ruined (7)

	14	 Bear mark, a ritual 
emblem (5)

	16	 Delays handling pose 
taken by boy (4,2)

	17	 Sparky schoolteacher 
regularly told to slice 
cheese (6)

	21	 Fine character finally 
dropped armour plate (7)

	27	 In the grounds a couple 
reading say books issued 
over time (9)

	29	 After the event researcher 
cancels date for hospital 
(4,3)

	31	 Side I lead out considered 
perfect (9)

	33	 Short story about dunes 
that shift at the back (6)

	34	 Run behind man on 
floating platform (6)

	36	 In hide, at last see birds in 
flight (5)

	37	 Arab is back carrying gold 
and diamonds (5)

	39	 Intricate section of book 
not typed (6)

	40	 Not breaking wooden 
edges of bridge (7)

	41	 Step out with a German 
sculptor (7)

		  Down
1	 Perhaps Chinese cargo 

initially said to be 
steaming here? (3,3)

3	 Bitter vetch holds active 
seeds in these (4)

4	 Unpopular? Regularly 
admit many big stores are 
now (3-2-4)

6	 Sailors drink in such a 
jersey (4,4)

7	 Young Jacob died, a 
character (6)

8	 Charlie not trained to use 
steriliser (10)

9	 Leader engages second 
executioner (8)

	10	 Bill breaks into peaceful 
love song (8)

	18	 Upsetting, a translated 
Greek text (10)

	20	 Attractive person available 
at first for Spectator (8)

	22	 They steer apple cart 
through ship (9)

	23	 Divides banana dish and 
drink (6,2)

	24	 Carte blanche to remove 
restrictions from 
announced rule (4,4)

	26	 War preparations give a 
marine bad scare (4,4)

	29	 Fringe benefit includes 
uniform and, at the head, 
expensive wig (6)

	32	 Only the last balls 
promptly bounce (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
13 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2745, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2745: Top left 
by Fieldfare

process by which I reached this conclusion, while 
working at the same time as a library assistant in 
Huddersfield, but before I go any further in this 
memoir I feel that it is imperative that I provide, 
doubtless just as a reminder for my readers, a com-
prehensive overview of the entire verb-system of 
Hittite and Luwian…
Brian Murdoch

My paternal grandfather, Claude Taylor, was a 
baker in Inchfield when it was a (so to speak) inde-
pendent town, not a featureless district of Greater 
London. (Greater?) His wife, my grandmother, 
was Faye, nee Kenden. My maternal grandfather, 
Gerald Baker, was a tailor in Beachgate, a fashion-
able resort at the time, now a dilapidated coastal 
town, and his wife was Mavis, nee Wilming. (Tay-
lor was a baker and Baker was a tailor!) Research-
ing for this memoir, I was delighted to discover that 
Grandma Mavis’s half-brother, Charles Lorne, was 
married (for a time) to Grandpa Claude’s second 
cousin, Alice Duvall, and I was, as I say, delight-
ed by this double connection of the two families. 
Does this make me a cousin of some kind? I leave 
this puzzle to the genealogists! Alas, all four of my 
grandparents died before I was born, so… 
Roger Rengold

I will not here relate how, at the age of 16, I became 
the mistress of the Earl of Casterbridge. As long as 
Lady Casterbridge is alive, the secret must be kept. 
While the history of Sir Theydon Bois, Alistair 
‘Mad Alli’ McGillivray, the Russian masseuse and 
me would, I feel sure, enthral my readers, the Offi-
cial Secrets Act prevents its being told until all 
those involved have passed on. In any case, a great 
deal has already been said and written on that sub-
ject, some of it not very far from the truth. I was 
also reluctantly forced to omit the, admittedly most 
sensational, material concerning the multimillion-
aire TV presenters and the late Cardinal Pointz, by 
exceptionally sharp-toothed lawyers. 

So, to begin at the beginning, the choice of tele-
vision viewing being Crossroads, Name That Tune, 
and a bio-documentary on Barbara Castle, my par-
ents decided on an early night…�
Frank Upton

I’ve spent my whole life in lard. Animal fats are 
not glamorous but there’s plenty of opportunities to 
make a tidy pile in them if you know your business. 
You’ll have heard the saying ‘Where there’s muck, 
there’s brass’ – well, here’s another one: ‘Where 
there’s lard, there’s lolly.’ I made that one up 
myself – and it applies to tallow too. And dripping. 
And the work’s not boring neither. I’ve met all 
sorts while building my fortune. I once met Thora 
Hird – a lovely lady if rather too religious for my 
taste – who officially opened the new 100-ton lard-
rendering boiler in the main factory complex. And 
don’t forget, we staged a national competition to 
sculpt zoo animals out of lard – that put Batley on 
the map! I’d wanted HM The Queen to judge that 
one, but it turned out she was busy that day. So we 
used Cannon and Ball instead.
J.C.H. Mounsey

NO. 3445: BRING UP THE BODIES

You are invited to provide a sonnet to a pre-
viously overlooked body part. Please email 
entries to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 8 April.

SOLUTION TO 2742: THE HOBBIT 

The initial and final trio of letters of the eight nine-letter 
unclued lights are reversals of each other. This property is 
suggested by the ‘other title’ – There and Back Again –  
of the puzzle’s title The Hobbit. 

First prize Tom Rollinson, Borehamwood, Herts 
Runners-up Richard Higson, Rugby, Warwickshire;
Norman Watterson, Hillsborough, Co. Down

Name 	
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The unclued lights are of a kind.
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