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LIFE

		  Across
1	 African fox regularly 

takes fish to intrude on 
territory (8)

6	 Stir former partner with 
call (6)

	11	 Publican with a decorative 
plant (5)

	13	 Gulpers out on a spending 
spree (7)

	14	 OT patriarch points to 
taxes (6)

	17	 Islander giving small 
book to another (8)

	21	 Feet ends pose problems! 
(8)

	25	 Small flat’s ready (3)
	26	 Head over heels, finally 

fall in love (3)
	29	 Pay all one’s debts for 

bench in court (6,2)
	34	 Jalapeno pepper from 

cooking utensil used in 
country (8)

	36	 Fabric Dame Lipman 
suggests (6)

	38	 Oration about province (7)
	40	 Large knife making two 

small cuts (5,3,4)
	42	 Where unheeded 

comments fall having 
safeguarded new dug out 
(4,4)

		  Down
1	 Moral philosophers with 

dram for Christmastide, 
maybe (9)

2	 Ten leaving island temple 
(4)

3	 Street repairs entail 
second exam (6)

4	 Only pretend to influence 
(6)

5	 Cavers in trouble – nearly 
all see deep crack (8)

7	 Locksmith is not quite 
plump (5)

8	 Note gun-metal is adapted 
like a natural covering 
(10)

9	 Islamic ruler turning up in 
three medallions (5)

	12	 Below stairs employees 
around small taverns (8)

	15	 Moonlight, perhaps – 
some falls on a table (6)

	18	 Northern saga about Iron 
Age Yukon, now and then 
(10)

	19	 Allows it to pass, as Elsa 
does in Frozen (4,2,2)

	20	 Top-level luminary keeps 
hide for writing (6)

	22	 Delays impressions 
describing unique selling 
point (9)

	24	 Leg veins of injured sea 
elephant let out (8)

	27	 Triumph again with Irish 
novelist’s broadcast (7)

	31	 Glum medic with Ena 
Harkness, say (6)

	33	 Classical actor and English 
actor’s forename (5)

	37	 Duck, brightly coloured, 
coming up river (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
30 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2743, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2743: 3/4  
by Doc

only by my astonishment about the feat you have 
so spectacularly pulled off. Yours ever, Andrew
Simon Godziek

Oh thank you! Your amazing gift has united our 
family in a sense of wonder. None of us has touched
it since it arrived: it sits on the mantelpiece, glar-
ing down at us. My eye is drawn to it constantly, 
as strange and novel images invade my mind. It 
has become the talk of the village. We tell them it’s 
foreign, and suggest that they maintain a respect-
ful distance. Their reactions range from prolonged
blinking to fervent prayer.

I must compliment you on your sensitivity to 
me, in particular. How could you have known that
my life lacked this precise configuration of colour 
and authority? You saw this object and thought: ‘Ah, 
the Watsons!’ I admire that confidence, staking a 
friendship so entirely on taste.

Finally, I must ask you, only for insurance pur-
poses: What is it? 
Ralph Goldswain

My dear Sebastian, thank you so much for the copy 
of your latest book, of which you must be very
proud – did it really take you 12 years? Gosh! I am 
as usual very busy running the business and look-
ing after the family, but I shall certainly find time to 
immerse myself in it before too long. Spending so 
much time as I do in the world of everyday work, it 
will I’m sure do me an enormous amount of good 
to learn about something that is completely outside 
my usual sphere of interests, and I know it will be 
a joy finding out all about late-19th-century church 
architecture in the Baltic states. I see that you have 
illustrated it with your own black and white pho-
tographs, with that lovely retro grainy feel about
them, which really conveys the feel of rainy Sun-
days in Kaunas or Riga! So atmospheric…�
Brian Murdoch

My dear Lavinia,
How thrilled Crispian and I were to receive your 
generous gift of day-passes (I think that is right?) 
to the Alton Towers amusement park. 

Your late mother and I always exchanged vol-
umes of verse as birthday gifts, so what an excit-
ing departure! And such spirited recommendations!
Crispian once lunched with Wilfred Thesiger dur-
ing his RGS days and hence leans towards the
Katanga Mine Train, although we are a little cau-
tious about his prolapsed discs. As a devotee of the 
detective fiction of Dorothy L. Sayers, it must be 
the Curse of Alton Manor for me, where doubtless
a spirited Whodunnit awaits! We note your enthu-
siasm for Oblivion but frankly, my dear, we will be 
there soon enough without mechanical assistance.

Crispian reminds me that your generosity 
extends even unto Inferno Pizza vouchers. We will 
put a bottle of correspondingly vigorous Chianti in 
the hamper! Your affectionate godmother. 
Nick Syrett

NO. 3443: PUNNING WILD

She blew her fusilli,
my pretty penne,
when she found me watching
daytime tagliatelle.

So begins Brian Bilston’s poem ‘Remem-
brance of Things Pasta’. You are invited to 
submit a poem that contains repeated word-
play on a particular theme (16 lines maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by 25 March.
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SOLUTION TO 2740: NOT SO OBJECTIVE 

The unclued lights are ‘Some less than objective 
definitions’, listed among the section at the rear of 
Chambers 13th edition.

First prize E. and S. MacIntosh, Darlington
Runners-up Alastair Aberdare, London SW13;
Tim Hanks, Douglas, Isle of Man

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The unclued lights (one of three 
words), individually or as three 
pairs and a trio) are of a kind, 
one doing double duty, and 
all but one are from the same 
source. Ignore any possible def-
inite article and one apostrophe.
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