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LIFE LIFE

Francesco Sonis-Fabiano Caruana
St Louis Masters, March 2026

38…h5 38…Bc4+! was simplest. After 39 Kf2 
Bd3, White must soon cede e3 to the king. Or, 
39 Nxc4 bxc4 40 Kf2 g4 41 fxg4 Kxg4 42 Kg2 
Kf4 43 Kf2 Ke4 44 Ke2 h5! and White will 
soon shed a pawn. 39 Kf2 h4 40 Ke2 Bc4+ 
41 Nxc4 bxc4 42 Kf2 g4 43 fxg4 Kxg4 44 
Kg2 Kf4 45 Kf2 h3 46 Ke2 Ke4 47 Kd2 
Kf3 48 Kd1! Preparing to meet a future …
Kg2xh2 with Ke2-f2, with a draw. By contrast 
with the earlier variation, Black pawn on h3 
entombs its king on h1/h2. Ke3 49 Kc2 Kf2 
50 Kd2 Kf3 51 Kd1 Ke3 Draw agreed 

		  Across
	 8	 King stops silly plan (5)
	13	 Hindu retreat remains  

half-packed (6)
	15	 In favour of 60% spirit 

strength? (3)
	16	 Old committee in power 

demurs, failing India  
twice (9)

	18	 Elise rejected old vinegar 
(5)

	19	 Mostly annoyed by 
introduction of tacky 
casual wear (1-5)

	20	 Kind people from Ukraine 
first in discomfort (7)

	21	 Packs of big cats injured 
two thirds of 9D (6)

	25	 Regularly roughened 
curve (4)

	26	 Society promised new 
germinating cells (9)

	27	 Blockage in turbo sent for 
repair? (9)

	30	 Outcry initially enrages 
union officer intensely (4)

	33	 My baby, a legendary 
pianist (6)

	34	 Drink driver’s first in 
Corrie, taking an age (4,3)

	35	 Formerly cooler, sent back 
honour in 91 (6)

	38	 Smart old Marxist?! (5)
	41	 Strong stimuli rouse Tess 

when dizzy? (9)
	43	 Independent Party’s wide-

reaching language (3)
	44	 No-hoper caught going 

round compound (6)
	45	 Part of Upper Dunsforth 

lost to view (5)

		  Down
	 1	 Starts off leg and arm 

exercises involving second 
slip (5)

	 2	 Oscar amid eccentric stoics 
is hardest to please (9)

	 3	 Essentially top former 
sniffer dog finds edible 
plant (5)

	 4	 Runs after spy that is more 
irritable (7)

	 5	 Engraved plates of wild 
osprey etc (9)

	 6	 Help from half of A-Z (4)
	 7	 Lower class is heard (6)
	10	 Boxer from Malibu (3)
	11	 Spoil delivered poultry 

completely (4,2)
	14	 Dean perhaps mainly 

stocks current decorated 
objects (6)

	23	 Temperate capacity to 
accommodate both sides in 
injunction (9)

	24	 Adherent of German 
culture sent out IT 
broadcast (9)

	28	 Statement overturning 
figure of speech, right (6)

	29	 Little mortar from English 
house in Cornwall (7)

	31	 Stick together company at 
this time (6)

	32	 Cheerful short Scotsman, 
German and … that’s it! 
(6)

	36	 Note to avoid almost all of 
unconventional black tea 
(5)

	37	 Small chilly shrew (5)
	40	 Key left in uncovered riser 

(4)
	42	 Gentleman skier, oddly (3)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two runners-
up prizes of £20 vouchers for 
the first correct solutions opened 
on 23 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2742, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2742:  
The Hobbit  
by CheeseCracker 

Good friends are gathered, eager to unite,
Each one intent on leading me astray,
I’ll not go sober through the fading light.
 
We’ll burn and rave, imbibing all we might
The grape that gives – and drunk with joy I’ll say
I’ll not go sober through the fading light
And I will taste no other wine tonight.
Sylvia Fairley (Dylan Thomas via Percy Bysshe 
Shelley)

‘I wish that I could jump,’ said Pooh,
‘High as the evening star.’
‘Then do some jumps,’ suggested Roo,
‘And each time raise the bar.’
 
‘You’re right!’ said Pooh fired with desire,
‘It’s high jump I shall try,
And, each time leaping ever higher,
I’ll learn to jump sky-high.
 
For hours every day I’ll train
With all my strength and might,
I’ll try and try and try again
Until I get it right.
 
Then one day Roo, as you will see,
I’ll jump both high and far
And be as proud as bears can be
When I have cross’d the bar.’
Alan Millard (A.A. Milne via Alfred Lord Tennyson)

Drinking late, sitting late, with my bosom cronies,
Ought to be more fun than solitaire.
Laughing loud, singing loud, sniping down life’s 
	 phonies.
Transgressing, we rant and rave and swear.
 
Shouting long, singing long, spouting our baloneys,
Each of us adopts a gargoyle face,
Groaning long, griping long, sighing our if onlys,
My urge for solitude gathers apace.
 
Fighting late, striking late, bellowing at cronies,
Can’t they see I’ve clocked them all for fools?
Living fast, dying fast, each one of us lonelies.
At solitaire, at least, I know the rules. 
Adrian Fry/Philip Larkin via Charles Lamb

That women are more forgiving,
And men are all for taking,
Seems just a lazy assumption
Quite ready for re-making.
A woman should see men sob,
And not play nurse-wursy;
Should scorn the weeping guy
And be a dame sans merci.
While I do applaud this view, 
And know it’s hardly novel,
I must confess in my heart
That I don’t want a man who’ll grovel.
So, is it the answer to care less,
To lie down and not fall for men?
It’s true that I’d then have to bear less,
But could I write sharp verse when Zen?�
W.J. Webster/Dorothy Parker via John Keats

NO. 3442: DEPARTING THIS LIFE

You are invited to supply the opening of  
a memoir that would discourage the reader 
from reading on. Please email entries of 
up to 150 words to competition@spectator.
co.uk by midday on 18 March.

SOLUTION TO 2739: OFF DRIVE 

The eight unclued entries are the names of Verdi operas: 
FALSTAFF, AIDA, NABUCCO, ERNANI, IL TROVATORE, 
LA TRAVIATA, RIGOLETTO, OTELLO. The puzzle’s title 
suggests an anagram of the composer’s name, Verdi.

First prize Zoe Hope, Cilgerran, Cardigan
Runners-up Clive West, Old Windsor, Berkshire 
Robert Teuton, Frampton Cotterell, Gloucestershire
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There is a persistent contrarian view that the 
world’s top players maintain their high ratings 
by being part of a closed shop. According to 
that theory, the same players get invited to all 
the same tournaments, where they face each 
other repeatedly, and the prevalence of draws 
between closely matched players means that 
nobody’s rating ever changes very much.

There is a kernel of truth in this, as a few 
elite events do become turgid drawfests, but 
the broader claim is nonsense: there is no 
closed shop. Most top players also face ‘rank-
and-file’ grandmasters regularly, in national 
leagues, international team events, and the 
occasional large open tournament.

Though billed as an invitational, the recent 
St Louis Masters drew more than 70 
competitors, ranging from strong tournament 
players all the way up to Fabiano Caruana, the 
St Louis resident and world no. 3. His 
presence as top seed was something of a 
surprise in an event where the second seed 
ranked just outside the world top 50. 

Caruana fared just as well as the statistics 
would predict, but on this occasion that was 
not quite enough. He scored five wins and 
three draws, plus a half-point bye, to finish 
second on 7/9. The winner, grandmaster 
Mikhail Antipov, originally from Russia but 
now representing the USA, summoned a 
Carlsen-level performance to finish on 7.5/9. 
His games often display quirky ideas, and in 
the diagram below he has just played 45…
bxa4! The motley band of seven (!) isolated 
pawns compensate for Caruana’s extra knight.

Fabiano Caruana-Mikhail Antipov
St Louis Masters, February 2026 (see diagram 1)

46 Rxa4 Rg8 47 Rxf5 Rg2 48 Ra1 Re8 49 
Rc1 a4 50 Rc2 a3+ 51 Kb1 Rb8 52 Ka1 
Bxc3+ 53 Rxc3 Rb3 54 Rc2 c3 55 Rxf7 Rb2 
56 Rxc3 Rbxf2 Draw agreed

In the final round, Caruana missed out on a 
chance to share first place.

For Competition 3439 you were invited to 
build an undiscovered poem around a phrase 
lifted from an earlier poet. 

The £25 John Lewis vouchers go to the 
authors of those entries printed below.

Wee, sleekit, cow’rin, tim’rous? Not at all!
For I, William McGonagall
Do tell the tale of the fearsome monster of 
	 Loch Ness
Which many attempt to suppress.

And many do scoff and more do mock it
But in the taverns and dwellings of fair 
	 Drumnadrochit
Among the proud Highlanders are those who  
	 profess
To have set their eyes on the elusive creature of 
	 Ness.

For in the Year of our Lord Five Hundred and- 
	 Sixty-five
When the blessèd Saint Columba was very much 
	 alive,
It is told that he sighted the magical beastie of 
	 Ness –
Though the truth of this legend is anyone’s guess.

The mystery remains and who shall unlock it?
The gentle, God-fearing villagers of lowly  
	 Drumnadrochit?
Whatever the truth of this, nevertheless
Many curious folk will likely flock to the pleasant 
	 Loch of Ness.
David Silverman (William McGonagall via  
Robert Burns)

Our engagement is cancelled. You’ve written,  
	 ‘Dear John,
You are far from such stuff as dreams are made on.’
Dear Joan Hunter Dunn, your note I’ve received
Has left me quite calm and even relieved.
For this flat-footed poet who’s useless at sport.
Has had many a similar worrying thought
Those Tennis Club doubles! Me banished to base- 
	 lines
Am occupied chiefly with meters and rhymes,
While you with a violence belying your sex
Reduce all opponents to floundering wrecks
And me to the same undignified state
As a male praying mantis awaiting its fate
While watched by the cream of the social élite
Of Camberley, Aldershot, Sandhurst and Fleet.
Of daily mixed doubles and warm lemonade
Plus Tennis Club dances my nightmares are made. 
Martin Parker (John Betjeman via Shakespeare)

I’ll not go sober through the fading light,
Rave, rave with me, I’ve sensed a fine bouquet
And I will taste no other wine tonight.
 
I raise a glass, the future’s looking bright
And I am drunken deep at close of day,
I’ll not go sober through the fading light.
 
This golden liquid is a welcome sight,
Give me a well-chilled vintage Chardonnay
And I will taste no other wine tonight.

PUZZLE NO. 889

White to play. Royal-Radeva, Isle of Wight Mas-
ters, 2025. Royal found a quick way to wrap up the 
game. Which move did he play? Email answers to 
chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 9 March. There 
is a prize of a £20 John Lewis voucher for the first 
correct answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1… f5! and White 
resigned in view of 2 Qxg6 Ne2+ 3 Nxe2 Qb2 
mate.
Last week’s winner Robert Stiff, Cambridge

Chess 
Top draw  
Luke McShane

Eight unclued entries (three of 
two words) possess a property 
implied by the title’s other title.

Competition 
The borrowers  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 45…bxa4!
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Black to play, position after 38 Kf2-e2
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