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LIFE LIFE

champion, who finished ahead of reigning 
British champion David Hodge by the narrowest 
of margins. Nunn described the following 
position as the most enjoyable problem of the 
championship. It is a helpmate in six, composed 
by Kari Karhunen, i.e. Black moves first, and 
White’s sixth move delivers checkmate. This 
time there is only one solution, and the main 
difficulty is that with so few pieces it is hard to 
construct a mating position at all. Allowing 
White’s c-pawn to promote to a queen takes too 
long, as does another idea I considered, e.g. 1…
d2+ 2 Kb1 e2 3 Bg2 e1=B 4 Bh1 Ke4 5 Bg2 
Ke3 6 Bh1 Ke2 7 Bg2 Kd1 8 Bxf3# (seven 
moves each). The ingenious solution fashions a 
mating position ‘in mid-air’ – see below. 

The Candidates Tournament, in which eight 
players compete for the chance to become the 
next world championship challenger, began in 
Cyprus on 29 March, and runs until 15 April. 
The Women’s Candidates event takes place 
simultaneously. More information, and the 
official commentary stream, can be found at 
www.candidates2026.fide.com.

Solutions to puzzle 1:
a) 1… Kd4+ 2 Rf3 Ne4 3 Rd3#
b) 1… Kf5+ 2 Nf3 Re4 3 Nh4#
Solution to puzzle 2:
1… Kf5 2 cxd3 c2 3 Kb2 c1=Q + 4 Kb3 Qc7 
5 d4 Qf4 6 Kc4 Ke4 7 Bd3

		  Across
	 1	 Play mind games with 

some gypsy children (5)
	 4	 Skimpy petticoat found  

at fielding position (5,4)
	 9	 Series of clues including 

note on opponents, 
browbeaten (10)

	11	 Sporting Cup seen in 
Ulster city, when cycling 
(5)

	12	 All we Brits have a say  
in it (7)

	14	 Custom banger lacking 
appeal upfront (5)

	15	 Small dog eats nothing  
for tea (5)

	21	 Drunk, one ruins family 
do’s (8)

	22	 Old coin in empty 
Eastbourne train (7)

	24	 Late Chopin piece:  
I Loved Narcissus (4)

	25	 Stepped back to sulk in 
Stirling (4)

	27	 Society friend embraces 
that girl who’s perfect in 
form (7)

	28	 Eeyore’s friend twice to 
express his disgust (4-4)

	34	 Horse circling western  
tree (5)

	35	 Farm vehicle backed up a 
kilometre on train line (5)

	37	 Disturbed vigil in home, 
regularly, of clan from 
Angus (7)

	38	 NY state city once near 
Carthage (5)

	39	 Read-outs on rebuilt blue 
property (6,4)

	40	 Much water for vitamin 
supplements provider (5,4)

	41	 Sign of tooth decay not 
initially conquered (5)

		  Down
	 1	 Crimson cloth on ancient 

ruler shows largest British 
butterfly (6,7)

	 5	 Such landscaping’s a laugh 
(2-2)

	 6	 Welsh feature in Green EU 
review (7)

	 7	 Tennis star views around 
centre of Wimbledon (5)

	 8	 It will keep you up at night 
(8)

	10	 Book actors missing 
parking around 
hairdresser’s (13)

	13	 Doc uses new and old 
currency (7)

	18	 Some hermitage is 
harbouring hostess (6)

	19	 It’s so rude lifting jumper 
in error (7)

	23	 Double-talk! (8)
	26	 Fliers for short volume 

with non-U letter (7)
	29	 Wild crocus is found (6)
	30	 Building material going 

like a bomb (6)
	32	 Spenser’s greeting to Stan 

Laurel, off and on (5)
	36	 Frozen princess turned 

over just the same (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
20 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2746, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2746:  
Chain letters  
by Doc

The weather that day was Claudius,
Which got on my Nerva,
But time was getting Titus,
So Otho I went, Aurelian hour late,
Being Probus, I didn’t take the Carus,
Or even Caracalla and Geta taxi,
Marcian quickly, I caught a Traianus,
Justinian nick of time,
But I didn’t get the job – so Nero
And yet so far; I struggled to Phocas,
So the answer was Zeno,
The Irene was not lost on me.
Robert Beauchamp

I’m Pushkin’ the boat out
And upping the Dante –
I’m not one for Larkin’ around.
Iamb what Iamb
For a sheep as a Lamb –
I’m in for a penny, a Pound.
To Poe-faced stop-Homers
And Wilde big Spenders,
Well I just say Bellocs! And Bysshe!
What are Words worth? I croon,
Where’d they Goethe, Sassoon? –
Am I Donne with the puns yet? You wish!

I’m averse to larks, satanic mills
And narcissistic daffodils
They’d all be Bard, if up to me.
I’d clip the wings of poesy.

David Silverman

He hadn’t allegro to stand on
after a pint or three of largo
and some gin and pentatonic,
it was quite a chromatic farago:
he was seeing little green men
saying ‘Take me to your lieder!’ 
Couldn’t stay sharp ’til the end of the glass,
signed the a tempo pledge, a conceder.
‘I’ll counterpoint to the poets,
it’s where all wisdom is rit.’
He read Shelley, Keats, andante,
the Divine Comodo’s wit.
The coda of sobriety,
his mezzo-forte was that
no spiritoso would pass his lips
nor beer, for he’d turn it down flat.
Sylvia Fairley

My wayward Aunt Cedilla, 
Married an umlaut:
Defying her diacritics,
She took the asterisk.
‘I love his full ellipses,
His energy and dash;
He’s sexily italic,
Not boring solidus.
I’m never one to pilcrow
But I’ve been quite acute –
He’s my apostrophe
And I haven’t made a hash.’
But, oh, what did this speech mark 
But things at their full stop:
First choked with circumflex,
She was hurled down off a glyph.
W.J. Webster

NO. 3446: CRITICS AMASS

You are invited to write a critic’s review of 
a restaurant, hotel, café, bar etc from fic-
tion (please specify). 150 words maximum. 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by 15 April.
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SOLUTION TO 2743: 3/4

The unclued lights (10/30/39 and 16/41, 28/35 and 30/32) 
are WALTZES by Johann Strauss II, apart from (THE) 
SKATERS Waltz which was composed by Waldteufel.

First prize Jon Owen, London
Runners-up John Henson, Windsor;
J. Bielawski, Southport
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Participants at the Winton British Solving 
Championship face six rounds of fiendishly 
difficult chess problems. The problems have an 
exam-style rubric, where marks are given for the 
right answer, but also for relevant variations to the 
main idea. Each round contains a different genre 
of problem: mate in two, mate in three, longer 
mates, helpmates, selfmates and studies (e.g. 
‘White to play and win’). 

Helpmates can be particularly confusing for the 
uninitiated, because unlike vanilla chess where the 
play is adversarial, a helpmate is a display of 
choreography, where the sides cooperate to bring 
about mate as briskly as possible. For example, the 
shortest possible helpmate from the normal start 
position involves conspicuously poor play from 
the first player: 1 f3 e5 2 g4 Qh4 mate (sometimes 
known as Fool’s mate). Nevertheless, composers 
have mined the concept for witty and elegant 
ideas. Take, for example, the problem below, 
which was used in the Minor section of the British 
Solving Championship this year. It is a helpmate in 
two moves, composed by Eugene Fomichev. By 
convention, Black moves first and White gives 
checkmate, so the move sequence would be: B-W-
B-W (checkmate). In this problem there are two 
solutions (see the bottom of the article) with a 
deliberate aesthetic link between them.

The 2026 event was held over a full day at 
Harrow School in London, and was won by 
John Nunn, already a three-time world solving 

Comp. 3443 was inspired by Brian Bilston’s 
‘Remembrance of Things Pasta’ which begins:

She blew her fusilli,
my pretty penne,
when she found me watching
daytime tagliatelle.

You were invited to submit a poem contain-
ing repeated wordplay on a particular theme. 
There were cheeses, drinks, cakes, the ship-
ping forecast, cars, technology… it was hard to 
choose. I must mention David Shields’s foot
ball teams and Sue Pickard’s fruity romance: 
‘I knew that, kumquat may, I couldn’t let this 
mango.’ The winners are below.

I’m a draw at the dance, a dab hand at romance,
To the dames, I’m a ray of delight.
I’m the true Cisco Kid, never short a few squid.
I’m not koi, and my trousers are tight.
I’m a dapper go-getter, and no one looks betta. 
My mullet’s a true work of art.
It’s rare for a date to tell me to skate.
I’m a man of deep sole and great heart.
So I started to flounder when she called me 
	 a bounder
And then turned on her ’eel at the church.
I’m not one to carp, but her barbs were quite sharp,
And I knew I’d been knocked from my perch.
Matt Quinn

He said I Wozzeck Godunov,
That Porgy, he knew Bess:
I sang a banging Bazukov,
My acting he liked less
Manon man I had a go:
‘You’re Nessun with my Dorma,
I’ll have you know my Flavio
Took Tunbridge Wells by Norma!’
‘I William Tell it as it is’
This Tosca, he replies:
‘You Don Carlos the inner t’s
Or Turandot the i’s’
Well I won’t care a Figaro or
Admeto my crimes:
I find it such a Ruddigore,
This moving with the Grimes.
Nick Syrett

You said you’d see me latte, babe,
And frappe your arms around me,
Where did you affogato, dear?
Chai feel the loss profoundly,
I’m bitterly infused by you,
Don’t mocha my black mood,
You said that I was extra hot,
Oh Pod, but I have brewed,
You’ve had your filter of my charms,
Won’t call me on the foam,
You’ve bean and gone, I’m in withdrawal,
I’ve grounds to sulk at home,
You’re shot of me, I feel a mug,
A tossed-out takeaway,
Too percolate to call you now,
I was your easy lait.
Janine Beacham

PUZZLE NO. 893

White to play and mate in two moves. Composed 
by Thomas Dawson, British Chess Magazine, 
1942. This problem appeared in the Minor section 
of the 2026 solving championship. Email answers 
(first move only) to chess@spectator.co.uk by 
Monday 6 April. There is a prize of a £20 John 
Lewis voucher for the first correct answer out of a 
hat. Please include a postal address.

Last week’s solution 1…Rh5! Once the rooks 
are exchanged, one of Black’s pawns will race to 
promotion.
Last week’s winner Christopher Buxton, 
Walsall

Chess 
Helpmates  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights can be 
arranged to form an unbroken 
chain with the last three letters 
of one word becoming the first 
three of the next one.

Competition 
Punning wild  
Victoria Lane

Helpmate in two, composed by Fomichev, 2006

Helpmate in six, composed by Karhunen, 2005
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