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LIFE

		 Across
	 1	 Animal pit (5)
	11	 Between sensitive areas at 

home, American’s escape 
decision on reflection (10)

	13	 Softening rough green lint 
(9)

	16	 Girl’s native in America (7)
	17	 Strauss’ operatic lead 

unusually receiving 
money for kiss (7)

	19	 Perhaps someone of 
‘negotiable virtue’ found 
pros supplanting cons (10)

	21	 Cornered bird in clutches 
of Irish deputy (5)

	24	 State expressions of pain 
and grief (4)

	28	 Banker’s maxim (5)
	30	 Put through the mill 

perhaps, Pope recited 
Galatians’ introduction 
outside (5-5)

	33	 Windbag occasionally 
presents royal occupant 
of Castle Adamant? (3)

	36	 Scottish screen captivates 
one lazy rascal (7)

	37	 Island cannibal ingests 
stuffing (4)

	38	 He directs one number for 
girl at end of dance (9)

	39	 Naming the subject? 
Nothing in Vietnam is 
surprising (10)

	40	 Develop Georgia in two 
different ways? (7)

	41	 Reportedly pound 
mixtures (5)

		  Down
2	 Plated, peeled food 

dropped off by Deliveroo’s 
cooked (8)

3	 Makes glossy sauce 
initially with vegetables (6)

4	 Digging in, Milan team 
excel down under (9)

6	 Could a poet create any 
sonnet? (8)

7	 China’s charitable covers 
(5)

8	 Circuit in Monza offered 
Lewis abundant pole 
positions (5)

9	 Long-term paybacks from 
a speeding loon’s crash 
(3,3,8)

	10	 Chap ditches first love for 
initial excitement – this 
could be touchy (6)

	12	 Bristly appendage seen 
primarily in 7 (6)

	22	 On occasions, seadog will 
‘Aye’ nervously (6)

	23	 A tenor unruffled about 
Miltonic song (8)

	25	 Perhaps Beethoven’s 
dedicatee follows star 
briefly to write a story (8)

	26	 In depot a moped held 
back hybrid (6)

	29	 Cerebral coverage from 
measure employed by old 
disreputable woman (6)

	31	 Bladed one breaks streak 
(6)

	32	 Abruptly closes opening, 
wins every trick (5)

	34	 Help up North American 
woman (5)

	35	 Grass caught old piece of 
Persian shrapnel (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
16 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2741, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2741: 
Unsurpassable 
by Madrigal

And with just our hope we shall succeed
The old hands cried, ‘You must have planned.
If you don’t you won’t reach your promised land.
You can’t just rely on hope.’

In their minds, in their hearts,
They had hope, but were unwise men.
They navigated without charts
And they never were seen again.
David Blakey

Hope, the pesky blighter,
That optimistic fiend,
Is perching in my soul again,
With perky feathers preened.
It warbles, ‘Keep your chin up,
Seek castles in the air’ –
I much prefer the ‘Nevermore!’
Of raven-beaked Despair.
Myth’s Grecian twit, Pandora,
Loosed everything but Hope,
That chirpy, cheery, endless sod;
Dear Lord, I cannot cope.
Despair I know and suffer,
It’s brutal, but unchanged,
While Hope, that carrot dangling,
Is driving me deranged.
Janine Beacham

Each Friday when I hear the post –
Spectator time! I bolt my toast
And gulp my tea and start to hope…
I turn the page – it’s not there, nope.
I thought I’d been original,
And funny too, subliminal –
Allusions here, suggestions there,
But writing’s such a strange affair.
I had some wins a while ago,
But nothing since. That hopeful glow
Turned to despair – I’m used to that.
I’d like to scream or kick the cat,
But that’s not me; I’m kind to snails,
I feed the birds and save the whales.
As time goes by I’ve learned to cope,
Despair’s my friend. But not the hope…
Elizabeth Kay

‘Come live with me and be my love,’
I cried in wild elation
To one who was, in truth, above
My mean and lowly station.

‘Live with you? No fear!’ said she,
‘The very thought’s alarming.
Despite your warmth and bonhomie
You’ll never be Prince Charming.’

My hope then turned into despair
Yet with despair I’m coping,
Despair’s a state that I can bear
More easily than hoping.

On sweet despair you can depend,
When life becomes disjointed;
Best hope for nothing then, my friend,
You won’t be disappointed!
Alan Millard

NO. 3441: BUDDING POETS

‘The trees are coming into leaf/ Like some-
thing almost being said’. It might be a lit-
tle premature, but you are invited to use the 
opening line or lines of Larkin’s poem as a
starting point for your own (16 lines maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by 11 March.
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NO. 2738: FIRST-RATE THIRD-RATE

The ship was HMS Bellerophon, nicknamed BILLY
RUFFIAN (11A/14A), whose BATTLE honours included 
THE GLORIOUS FIRST OF JUNE, THE NILE and 
TRAFALGAR and whose most famous passenger was 
NAPOLEON who surrendered to her after Waterloo. 
Her final role was as a prison HULK (23D). Title: having 
74 guns she was a ‘third-rate’.

First prize D.C. Jones, Sherwood, Nottingham
Runners-up Jane Reardon, Goulburn, NSW, Australia
Philip Cooles, Auchenblae, Laurencekirk
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The unclued lights (four of three 
words) provide a literary quota-
tion, its speaker and its author.
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