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LIFE

		  Across
	11	 A learner with rheum 

oozing from the shoulder 
(7)

	13	 Clear thinking here 
rebuilding terminal by 
Dover with deliveries 
cancelled (5,4)

	14	 Switch sides of black 
sword (5)

	16	 Many craft, seaborne, 
included (5)

	19	 Shakespearean character 
returned as seductive 
woman (7)

	21	 W.G. loses his first 
competition (4)

	24	 Czech, maybe, on square 
loo (4)

	25	 Partridge guided round 
pasture (7)

	30	 Miser’s pinafore (4-3)
	31	 Some untrue facts 

exposing football 
association (4)

	34	 Last part of pâtisserie 
item? Yes! Part! (4)

	35	 Gold coin tossed over 
Womble (7)

	37	 Padstow chef Rick’s 
beer mug (5)

	40	 Dirk, among others, 
dropped by deserted 
Roman rampart (5)

	41	 Acting as go-between, 
thinking, but losing time 
(9)

	42	 Returned German flower 
you once sent back to 
capital (6)

	43	 Understanding it’s 10.10 
out East (7)

	44	 Board having a short sleep 
with family part of a 
setting (5,6)

		  Down
3	 Kuwaiti prince backing 

some agreement (5)
5	 Do without piano, being 

creative (4)
7	 Peak charge with nothing 

over, we’re told (7)
8	 Tapeworms ruined Doc’s 

tea (7)
	 9	 Girl at bar ordered rock (9)
	10	 In short, 24 hours in a 

prison – in Joburg, say? 
(7)

	15	 Numbers found herein (5)
	17	 Ruffian ransacked seaside 

entertainment (7)
	20	 Litany of pay sent out (7)
	26	 Little girl having cash for 

thoughts? (5)
	27	 State of wild exaggeration 

after Texan left (7)
	28	 Left extremely rude 

sweetheart at island capital 
(7)

	29	 Feeling seedy, I arrive at 
the Mediterranean coast 
(7)

	33	 Revealing study – Tory 
gutted (6)

	36	 Approving and having a 
laugh, when judge has 
departed (5)

	39	 French film director 
removes relative from 
Euston, say (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
9 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2740, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2740: Not so 
objective  
by Doc

‘Oh the work we’ve done over the years, tempt-
ing him to little sins, watching corruption and stu-
pidity gradually consume the poor fool. Our press 
associates called him Randy Andy, and silly young 
men everywhere found a role-model. But now? A
national laughing-stock, with a reputation so thread-
bare that he has nothing to keep him warm but his 
hyphen , and I fear that too must go if the moralists 
insist. It is a chilly February indeed.’
George Simmers

Well, now you see me smiling, filled with cheer,
Unlike when you arrived, for recently
When other people speak to me I hear
Some English words pronounced indecently.

Their speech drives me almost to a frenzy.
They won’t come soon: they will be here ‘dreckly’, 
Or later: ‘probly Satdi or Wensdi’,
And then ask me if I heard them ‘creckly’.

So when you asked me, ‘Why, what’s the matter,
That you have such a February face?’
I rejoiced to hear, amid their patter,
That all four syllables were in their place.
David Blakey

Vladimir: Why, what’s the matter, that you have 
such a February face?
Estragon (anguished): It’s been raining here for 40 
days. Non-stop, all the time.
Vladimir (inspecting the sky): It must be the time 
of year. (Pause.) The same number of days that it 
rained on Noah’s Ark.
Estragon: The same as St Swithin’s Day. 
Vladimir: That was last year. (Pause.) July was
lovely, nothing like this. This is wetter.
Estragon: Let’s not quibble. (Pause.) This umbrella 
is leaking; it’s no good. 
Vladimir (inspecting the sky): February must be 
faced. (Pause.) I can assure you, it will end.
Estragon (sagging): I can’t go on in this incessant 
rain.
Vladimir (reassuring): It won’t go on for ever…
Estragon (irritably): I can’t go on. How much long-
er? (Long pause.) Let’s go. What are we waiting for?
Vladimir: We’re waiting for our bus. And the rain 
to end.
Silence. � John O’Byrne

Why, what’s the matter, that you have 
Such a February face?
I’d never thought of you as slave 
To fears of winter’s rough embrace.
This season will, like weather, pass:
Mark how it starts to loose its grip,
When frost no longer cleaves to glass,
And ice spikes dwindle, drip by drip.
Grey clouds may still spread daylight gloom
But that’s no reason you should lour:
Don’t dwell on missing roses’ bloom,
When all around bright snowdrops flower.
Why match the weather with your face
And let the greyness tinge your soul?
Life’s better lived without ill grace,
Accepting what’s beyond control.
W.J. Webster

NO. 3440: NO THANKS

You are invited to supply a diplomatic thank-
you letter for an unwanted gift (150 words 
maximum). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by midday on 4 March.
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SOLUTION TO 2737: 19X24 INCHES 

The unclued lights can precede or follow ROYAL.
The preamble should have read: Seven unclued lights
(two of two words) follow and four precede a word
defined by the title. Doc apologises for the error.

First prize Andrew Bell, Shrewsbury, Shropshire
Runners-up C.R. Haigh, Hassocks, W. Sussex;
Paul Elliott, London W12 

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The unclued lights (two of two 
words and two hyphened) are of 
a kind and all are listed some-
where in Chambers 13th edition.
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