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LIFE

		  Across
	12 	 Jug of cool Pepsi (4)
	13 	Not quite the reverse of 

natural affection for caves 
(5)

	15 	Clumsiness of tepid tune 
I composed (10)

	17 	Type of bone second pair of 
coyotes buried outside (5)

	20 	Poet talked sport 
continuously (8)

	21 	Aunt trained children in 
dancing display (6)

	23 	Long account hack 
abridged (4) 

	26 	Sons rent warehouse (5)
	27 	Dogs herding a thousand 

young sheep (5)
	28 	Some jongleurs are stars (4)
	30 	A little tiffin with some 

bread and fishes (6)
	31 	Books of words free to 

French abstainer in fact (8)
	36 	Punch-up and fighting over 

in British Library (5)
	38 	What fracturing Celia with 

baton could be (10)
	39 	City of much spirit with 

large numbers coming back 
(7)

	40 	Middle Temple admits 
Isaiah (5)

	41 	Dominant idea of half 
bumbling inspecteur (4)

	42 	Flash bird snubbed 
magnate (5)

		  Down
2 	Moneyless monodist 

chewed with uniform 
teeth (7)

3 	By the way, supply of food 
contains fish, and is to be 
had (10)

4 	Views of mid-Atlantic on 
board ship (6)

5 	Swift ships hurriedly leave 
on time (5)

6 	Rakes investing money in 
comedy acts (8)

7 	Mystic active in city (5)
8 	Couple in omnibus taking 

more dope (5)
	10	 Hardy sergeant besieged 

city (4)
	16 	Boring sandwiches 

executive committee 
condemn (5)

	18 	Expert malik won out (4)
	19 	Chubby chap and nanny 

sometimes dance (10)
	22 	Hero comes up clutching 

Arabic antique coin (5)
	24 	A son pickled in fizz 

becomes lady-killer (8)
	29 	Parts of flowers sustained 

energy (7)
	32 	A bugle blowing fish (6)
	33 	Photo gin maker’s gear as 

before (5)
	34 	Game sheep showed a leg 

(3,2)
	35 	Hate a pain in the ears (5)
	37 	Petulant person used to live 

quietly (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
23 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2738, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2738: First-rate 
third-rate    
by Pabulum

Not for this beauty a cold-hearted slaw,
Or the flatulent sog by the dining-hall door
Where the underpaid cooks took the cabbage to 

massacre
(As they did every poor helpless species of 

brassica).
Sauerkraut? No sir, nor rumbledethumps:
Only my mallung brings cabbage up trumps!
Bill Greenwell

‘A happier cabbage you never did see!’
But with veg, as with humans, appearance deceives,
And a desperate urge to uproot and break free
Smouldered beneath those innocuous leaves.

For this cabbage dreamt of far distant places
Beyond its plain earth and stern wooden fences;
A world of new sights, new sounds and new faces,
Of adventure, enchantment, exalting the senses!

It cursed its position, held firm by the soil;
Feared, one day soon, ignominious fate.
Heard grim local rumours that made its heart boil:
The kitchen, the knife, the pot, then the plate. 
Martin Brown

A happier cabbage you never did see;
It beats all the carrots and cucumbers, too;
It smirks like a lettuce all covered in brie;
It fluffs out its wings like a proud cockatoo!

So why is it happy and why is it glad,
And why is it wafting a perfume like sprout?
The life of a cabbage is boiling and sad:
A dip in a pan and a trip to a snout!

The reason is simple; the reason won’t wait;
This cabbage is chosen for stardom, it’s true:
It’s off to Korea in luxury crate,
To transform to kimchi in vinegar brew!

And then there’ll be years in a beautiful fridge,
And fame on the talk-shows assessing its weight,
Its texture, its sweetness, its health-giving traits:
O cabbage! O kimchi! O glorious fate!
Nicholas Lee 

A happier cabbage you never did see
Than the King of the Brassicas
In allotment fourteen, bed number three.

His comfortable throne had been thoroughly dug
And weeded and fed with all the right stuff
’Til the cabbage grew huge and insufferably smug.

‘Look at my heart, so much greater than yours,
And my outer leaves big as umbrellas
That could shelter a picnic if ever it pours.’

So bragged the mighty and arrogant veg
To the cauliflowers, broad beans, lettuce and 

sprouts
And even the dandelions, couch grass and sedge.

Then one bright sunny morning, oh woe, woe is me:
The cabbage was shredded to barely a stalk,
But a happier caterpillar you never did see.
Joseph Houlihan

NO. 3438: HOPE STINGS

‘It’s not the despair… I can stand the despair. 
It’s the hope.’ (A quote from the 1980s clas-
sic Clockwise.) You’re invited to submit a 
passage or poem on this theme (16 lines/150 
words max). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 18 February.
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SOLUTION TO 2735: ROYAL FOLLOWING 

The unclued lights can follow QUEEN’S, all of which are 
verifiable in Brewer.

First prize Fred Rainbow, Birmingham 
Runners-up Andrew Durham, Billinghurst, W. Sussex;
Sandra Speak, Dursley, Gloucestershire

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

A ship is the theme. Clockwise 
round the perimeter from 39 
appear a type of event followed 
by the names of three such events 
she attended with distinction and 
the name of her most famous 
passenger (6,3,8,5,2,4,3,4,9,8). 
Unclued lights give her nickname 
(a pair) and her final role.
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