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LIFE LIFE

sometimes noticed an ‘accident waiting to 
happen’ and realised that the longer I stare at 
my teammate’s plight, the more likely it will 
come to pass.

Denis Lazavik admitted getting a little hint 
from the crowd during a game at the Speed 
Chess Championship, sponsored by chess.com 
and held in London last weekend. 

The players played on screens, but in the 
same location. In theory, noise-cancelling 
headphones were supposed to isolate the 
players from the crowd, who could see the 
computer evaluation and hear the commentary. 
But at this moment the hubbub was enough to 
alert Lazavik to a beautiful finish. I suspect he 
was being modest, as he had just sacrificed a 
rook and clearly sensed that there was 
‘something’ in the position.

Denis Lazavik-Magnus Carlsen
Speed Chess Championship, London, Feb 2026

Capturing the rook on e7 leaves White a piece 
down, but there is something far stronger:  
28 Rxe5!! fxe5 29 Qg5 A quiet follow-up, 
threatening Qg5-f6 mate. Carlsen has but one 
defence: Nh5 30 Qxe5! One more move, 
threatening Qe5-h8 mate. Carlsen resigned 
with a smile, obviously impressed by the finish. 
Nevertheless, he won this semi-final match 
against Lazavik, before defeating Alireza 
Firouzja in the final.

		  Across
	11	 Science revolutionised  

by hoeing tool (12)
	12	 Purple tips of leaves in  

late autumnal colours (5)
	16	 Silence over women’s 

conduct (4)
	17	 Litter beginning to shock 

Dane when cycling (5)
	18	 Esoteric clothing of 

Orphic sect (6)
	22	 Levanters perhaps 

obliterating first small  
then large restaurants (8)

	23	 Turned back time in 
impressive tower (7)

	25	 Greenpeace and WWF 
perhaps protecting fine 
antipodean trees (6)

	27	 Republican and Democrat 
abandoning respectability 
for novelty (7)

	29	 Retired, living mostly on 
wine in Pacific capital 
(4,4)

	33	 Leaders of Triple Alliance 
temporarily given power 
(6)

	34	 Idle harlot periodically 
sold drugs (5)

	35	 Lake is inaccessible place, 
but not unknown (4)

	37	 Nonplussed, making 
negative profit (2,1,4)

	38	 Fibre in prunes is a 
laxative (5)

	39	 Abusing pill, lacerate part 
of stomach wall (8,4)

	40	 Bachelor left, crapulous 
and weeping (4)

	41	 Chum came across hollow 
tangelo tree (8)

		  Down
	 1	 Chap collapsed with cry of 

pain (6)

	 2	 Wingless ratite mating 
(2,2)

	 3	 Messes lover about, seized 
by suspicion (6)

	 4	 Crowded passenger 
vehicle stopping at Land’s 
End firstly (7)

	 5	 Poacher likes theft to be 
sporting (4,6)

	 6	 Part of sharia law, it 
enthuses Shiite (7)

	 7	 Chucks claret clumsily 
over top of woody plant 
(7-4)

	 8	 Old university dons 
suffering from fever (5)

	 9	 Moral decline of northern 
church after the 60s? (9)

	10	 Fuss, and perhaps lust, 
over handsome youth (6)

	13	 Account of the moon is 
gripping yet initially 
gappy (8)

	20	 Very large lady eating 
bananas with case of 
Sauternes (8)

	26	 Liaises about frequently 
partitioned area of Europe 
(7)

	28	 Penetrate almost all of the 
digestive tract (7)

	29	 Extremely polite old boy’s 
thrown up in boat (6)

	30	 Picked up rank fish (6)
	32	 American friend keeps 

quiet (5)
	36	 Stop Labour’s leader 

entering Balmoral? (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
2 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2739, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2739:  
Off Drive  
by La Jerezana 

-ment]. Fails my [metaphor].
No more [caesura]. Epigram?
Frank Upton

O my Luve’s like a red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in June;
That fragrant mulch where’er she grows
Fair causeth me tae swoon.

An’ will ye aye my lover be?
Thy scent’s sae sweetly whiffy;
Tho’ wee green beasties cover thee 
An’ bonie bairns do sniff ‘ee.

My heart-wrung tears ne’er dinnae stop
Until I hae thee bedded,
Afore thy dewy petals drop
An’ thou art a’ dead-headed.

So fare thee weel, my only Luve!
Acquaintance nae forgot
Till next year, for thou cannae move - 
Tha’s rooted to the spot!
David Silverman

O my love is like a distant shore,
That frames a pleasant land,
Where once I heard the breakers roar,
And walked the windswept sand;

I took no ship, I fought no war,
I domiciled my heart,  
But found one day that land no more
Than lines upon a chart;

And though I haunt the twilight ports,
The hidden aerodromes,
There is no ticket to be bought, 
No ship to take me home;

But now that autumn’s at my door,
The russets of this fall,
Can make it seem that I but dreamed,
And never left at all 
Nick Syrett

O, my love is like the HS2,
  the fastest girl you’ll find,
she’s fun and full of promise, though
  she tends to change her mind.

She said that she’d go ‘all the way’
  then cut communications
but still I shall pursue my love,
  ignore her machinations.

Although I’ll love her ’til I die
  I fear that she’s expensive,
she asks for millions, then some more,
  her spending is extensive.

Some say that she makes too much noise,
  prefer to keep their distance –
yet, offered transports of delight
  I’ll put up no resistance.�
Sylvia Fairley

NO. 3439: THE BORROWERS

Literature is full of borrowings, so let’s 
have examples of undiscovered poems built 
round a phrase lifted from the work of an 
earlier poet. Please email entries of up to 
16 lines to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 24 February.
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SOLUTION TO 2736: JAMMY  

Associations with BLACK were 7 SABLE, 25 BOYCOTT 
and 32 SOMBRE; with CUR 6A RASCAL, 14 VARLET 
and 20 WRETCH; and with RANT 1A HARANGUE,  
15 TIRADE and 24 RAIL.

First prize Brian Taylor, Horwich, Bolton 
Runners-up Laura Gould, Shrewsbury;
A. Tucker, Winchester
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‘This is why you don’t do puzzles, kids,’ drawled 
Magnus Carlsen, after a lucky escape in a recent 
blitz game played on Chess.com. ‘Because if this 
is a puzzle you see it immediately. But in puzzles, 
you’re trained to see puzzles, while in games, 
you’re not.’ 

No doubt Carlsen has done his fair share of 
puzzles over the years, but he had a point. He was 
talking about the position below, in which he had 
just played 33…Kf8-g7.

His opponent, David Anton Guijarro is Spain’s 
strongest grandmaster, and if the position were 
presented to him as a puzzle, he would certainly 
spot the strongest move in a couple of seconds. 
White can win with 34 Qxe5+!! with a beautiful 
finish after 34…dxe5 35 R1xf7+ Kh8 36 Rh7+ 
Rxh7 37 Rxh7 mate.

David Anton Guijarro-Magnus Carlsen
Titled Tuesday, Chess.com, Jan 2026

Instead, after 36 seconds of thought, Anton played 
34 Qd2? which threatens Qd2-g5+. Carlsen 
breathed a sigh of relief, and coolly captured  
34…Qxd3, seeing that 35 Rbxf7+ can be met 
with Kh8. White resigned.

On rare occasions, you get a tip-off from the 
opponent. Some players, on realising they have 
blundered, will blush, or pause unnaturally, or 
their breathing will change. Spectators, too, 
should be careful. In team events, I have 

For Competition 3436 you were invited to 
submit a poem whose first line is ‘O my love 
is like [fill in the gap]’ and continue for up to  
a further 16 lines. 
    This Valentines challenge was an extreme-
ly popular one which drew a mammoth entry. 
Commendations to Pamela Haddon, Joyce 
Bateman and Gillian Emerson. The £25 John 
Lewis vouchers go to the authors of those 
entries printed below.

O my love is like a Wordsworth verse
In ‘Lucy’s-copped-it’ mode –
With constitution of a hearse
Upon the Grasmere road.

His face is furrowed, grey and grim,
His smiles are in abatement –
To say I rarely fancy him
Would be an understatement.

But though I’m half as old, he yet
Depends upon my skill –
I know by heart my alphabet
And helped concoct his will –

My love’s a miser, rich in dosh –
No children, though, have we –
So when he’s in his grave, oh gosh!
The difference to me!
Bill Greenwell

O my love is like a fountain pen
Unopened in its case.
I treasure it but don’t know when
To take it from its place.

Perhaps, when I was seeing Jane
It could have made its mark,
Spelling her name. I thought again
And kept it in the dark.

Evangeline! Now she deserved
Epistles in fine ink.
The pen stayed boxed, like me, reserved,
An error, you may think.

This pen – my love – remains pristine;
Decades I’ve kept it pure.
Despite the women there have been
It writes my signature. 
Adrian Fry

O my love is like [fill in the gap]
Or as a luscious [simile]
My love is such a [handsome chap]
A [symbolism] such as me!
Had I command of [something great]
[Alliteration] darling dream,
I would not [adverb] pause and wait;
And yet – and yet – [the second theme]
[Poetic fancy]’s out of joint;
[Pathetic fallacy] still weeps;
My hopes decay like [counterpoint]
He [assonance] each evening keeps.
[Anaphora] no more, no more,
A hush falls on my last [enjamb-

PUZZLE NO. 886

White to play. Jacorey Bynum-Magnus Carlsen, 
chess.com, 2026. In another Titled Tuesday game, 
a teenage national master from the USA scored 
a memorable upset. Which move forced a quick 
mate here? Email answers to chess@spectator.
co.uk by Monday 16 February. There is a prize 
of a £20 John Lewis voucher for the first correct 
answer out of a hat. Please include a postal address.

Last week’s solution 1 Rc4! forks the bishops, 
so Giri resigned.
Last week’s winner Shaun Daly, Wicklewood, 
Norfolk

Chess 
Puzzling it out  
Luke McShane

Eight unclued lights, two of 
which consist of two words, are 
of a kind.

Competition 
Love is…  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 27…Ra7-e7
White to play, position after 33…Kf8-g7
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