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LIFE

		  Across
	12	 Prepare linguine vongole 

starter for opening 
ceremony (9)

	13	 Two guys retiring to 
Hawaiian island (5)

	15	 Cartoonists redesign a 
main story, cutting the 
end (9)

	16	 Letter about convict in 
fur coat (6)

	20	 Sore feeling follows a 
dry official (7)

	21	 Game start for cavalier 
tough guy (6)

	22	 Notice vicar coming back 
with bishop drunkenly? (6)

	24	 Declaring final leg in 
gymnastics displays (8)

	27	 Pitch for art nouveau (3)
	32	 I mix gin and it on  

lighting up (8)
	35	 One third of all footsores 

may develop into much 
bigger growths (6)

	37	 Go back to tenant over 
final part of upgrade (2-5)

	39	 Repeat standard rubbish 
(6)

	42	 Wealthy male taking drug 
in government building (9)

	43	 I had a tool for caller ID 
(5)

		  Down
1	 Equipment has crack (4)
2	 Edit any rude description 

of ill-advised king (7)
4	 Over range, fresh rain 

falls (7)
5	 Checks good and bad 

actors after drink (8)
6	 Complain partners live 

untidily (6)

8	 Have a game of Othello? 
(4)

9	 Wickedness and hatred 
overwhelming men (8)

	10	 Heads of Bournville, 
Ovaltine, Rowntree and 
Cadbury rejected 
chocolate substitute (5)

	11	 Acrobatic hoist, weights 
and high bars are common 
occurrences here (10)

	14	 Bad writer is silly goose? 
(5,4)

	17	 Sweet city with liberal 
vibe (6)

	18	 Show time in storage (9)
	19	 Doctor participated 

without physical training 
relating to children’s 
medicine (10)

	23	 Juvenile delinquent is on 
the up to some extent (6)

	25	 Seriously gutted – not  
one tiny glass of liquid 
in joint (8)

	26	 Moan audibly about empty 
snack container (4,4)

	30	 A little woman ate every 
sea creature (7)

	31	 Crown is my single piece 
of treasure (7)

	33	 Addressed to ‘Dear Dicky’ 
(6)

	36	 Labour in firm belief (5)
	38	 You ain’t half grand! (4)
	40	 Boring plants irking us 

now and then (4)
	41	 Go off climbing small hills 

(4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
2 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2735, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2735:  
Royal following 
by Fire

ties, Ms Truss has established herself as a broad-
caster of the highest standard, admired by dozens 
of viewers. She has formed strong bonds with many 
world leaders including President Donald Trump, 
who affectionately refers to her as ‘Liz who?’ 
Joseph Houlihan

Pluto, discovered by Clyde W. Tombaugh in 1930, 
is a dwarf planet (134340 Pluto) in the Kuiper Belt 
and was regarded as a full planet until 2006, by 
which time it was known to have numerous com-
panions such as Eris, Haumea, Makemake, Quaoar, 
Gonggong, Goofy, Mickey, Minnie and Donald. Its 
very eccentric orbit, inclined at 17˚ to the plane of 
the ecliptic, is believed to have resulted from Ming 
the Merciless attempting to destroy Earth by firing 
Pluto at it, a plot that was foiled by Flash Gordon 
in 1937. Pluto has at least five moons, of which 
Charon is the largest, and is married to Proserpina. 
It is difficult to observe from Earth because of its 
small size (2,376.6km diameter), despite having 
an extremely high and variable libido, around 0.72 
(Earth’s is 0.3). It is composed of ices such as water, 
methane, tutti-frutti and nitrogen.
Frank Upton

World War II began with the Fourth Reich’s inva-
sion of Ikea in September 1939. However, its deeper 
origins are rooted in disputes about the restaurant 
menu, agreed on at the Versailles Dining Club. The 
omission of bratwurst exacerbated German resent-
ment, which Adolf Himmler exploited after seizing 
power in 1938. It began with Germany’s expan-
sion into Ikea’s Lebensraum department, and Arian 
outrage at finding no stehlampe. Simultaneously, 
aggressive militarism and expansion by other 
authoritarian regimes into department stores every-
where destabilised the world. This included Japan’s 
bombing of Pearl River Mart. The noodle shortage 
went viral and further weakened democracies and 
empowered extremist movements. The failure of 
Britain, France, and other corporations’ CEOs to 
effectively increase supplies, and their inability to 
create compensatory optics, allowed the crisis to 
escalate into a second global war, and eventually, 
Brexit. Peace Broker summation: There were good 
people on both sides – Henry Kissinger, T.E.S.C.O. 
Ethics Executive.
Ralph Goldswain

There is no such magazine as The Specator. It 
looks as if you have entered a misprint for The 
Spectator, which was an early eighteenth-century 
newspaper specialising in sporting occasions, and 
costing £18.28 for an annual subscription. It was 
written by a Sheffield cutler called Steel, and pub-
lished by Joseph Madison, who was later President 
of the USA and who gave his name to a long-dis-
tance cycle race, and also a popular dance.
    The newspaper/magazine was revived as a pol
itical weekly by a Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
was a government organ until Dr Johnson sold it 
for a mess of pottage to Barclay’s Bank. The mag-
azine has a reputation of being always right. It is 
now created by artificial intelligence, except for 
one short section of satirical poetry, much admired, 
and hidden in the back third.
Bill Greenwell

NO. 3435: VEG OUT

‘A happier cabbage you never did see.’ You 
are invited to submit a poem including this 
line (16 lines max). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 28 January.
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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD: THE WINNERS 

The first prize of £100, three prizes of £25 and six prizes of A History of Britain in Ten Enemies by 
Terry Deary go to the following. The first four winners will each also receive a bottle of champagne. 
The solution is on page 33.

First prize Irene Purkiss, Southend on Sea, Essex
Runners-up Stephen Billyeald, Pangbourne, Berkshire; Nicola Dice, Hereford; 
Stephen and Judith Willis, Stalybridge, Cheshire
Additional runners-up Paul Billington, Blackburn, Lancashire; Elizabeth Duff, London NW5; 
Brian MacReamoinn, Wilton, Salisbury; Kate Murchie, Wootton, Oxon; Willie Hamilton, Exeter;
Margaret Shiels, Edinburgh

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

All but one of the unclued 
lights are of a kind, verifiable 
in Brewer. The remaining one 
links the others. Ignore one 
apostrophe and two accents.
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