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LIFE

		  Across
3	 Old flower and bitter 

vetch by village plot in 
NW London (7,5)

	11	 Row following right 
bluster (4)

	13	 One silk tie crumpled, 
no matter how unpleasant 
(4,2,2)

	16	 Storey having display-
stand with note missing (5)

	18	 African country’s note 
covering one rule (6)

	20	 Savoury rice is capital 
in India (5)

	22	 Unfinished detailed 
examination of breeding 
establishment (4)

	23	 Addict at the bar (5)
	25	 Sly US filmstar removes 

bit of soil from Italy’s 
heel (7)

	26	 Pair of notes arranged 
for instruments (11)

	31	 Sculptor’s encore, we 
hear (5)

	33	 Four points for slave (4)
	35	 Isla and Audrey together 

regularly fish (5)
	36	 Arrives hurriedly and 

gets into debt? (6)
	38	 Jazz genre – bass involved 

in live work (5)
	40	 Country from Central 

Europe. That’s madness! 
(7)

	41	 RSC artistic director 
Trevor with nothing, 
we’re told (4)

	42	 Way in to match and 
exam (8,4)

		  Down
1	 Rationalists are fine out 

there with print-workers 
(12)

2	 Game of bridge (7)
4	 Love outfit that’s 

fashionable – where’s it 
from? (6)

5	 Reportedly, Geordie’s 
view of gospeller (4)

7	 16 Latin translations (not 
new) reflecting Camus’ 
work (11)

9	 Lists of items needed for 
 a picnic? (5)

	10	 Number turned up having 
won not long ago in 
Glasgow (4)

	15	 Avoiding the short minor 
road by forest (12)

	17	 Strictly judge and dancer 
having banknote due to 
be re-issued (5,2,4)

	19	 Actress Walters receives 
three points for cutting 
into thin strips (8)

	21	 Bravo, gents, maybe 
May’s first flower (5)

	24	 Queen of Thebes cried out 
(5)

	28	 One of the 26 not breaking 
the law (7)

	32	 Lots of containers storing 
energy (6)

	35	 In the country, takes a turn 
outside (5)

	37	 Company left coupon on 
top (4)

	38	 Short set of instructions to 
make cheese (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
26 January. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2734, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2734: Back-up 
by Doc

Wisden statistics and a covert photograph of the 
King with Kylie Minogue. ‘Surely you see it, Wat-
son. The lack of warm-up matches; the mid-tour 
holiday; the curious incident of nothing on Snicko.’

My face remained blank. Holmes sighed. ‘Think, 
Watson, think. You know my methods. Why would 
anyone go on picking Pope when his Ashes aver-
age is 17.62? In what rational universe is the new 
ball given to Carse instead of Tongue? How could 
England possibly choose not one but two useless  
spinners?’

‘But Holmes…’ I gasped. ‘You can’t mean…’
‘Yes, Watson. Once you eliminate the impossible, 

whatever remains, however improbable, must be 
the truth. If Australia is not to become a republic, 
England must never win the Ashes down under. This 
is not defeat, Watson. This is royal strategy!’ 
Tom Adam

‘Why would a company regularly run an empty 
train from Manchester to London?’ said Holmes.

‘It’s empty alright. I saw it arrive yesterday. Only 
the driver and his assistant alighted.’

‘So it was not empty.’ Holmes smiled. ‘Did you, 
by any chance, notice the driver?’

‘No, of course not. Who notices a train driver?’
‘Well, had you looked you might have observed 

something singular. It was the Prime Minister.’
‘The Prime Minister!’ I cried ‘You are mocking 

me, Holmes!’
‘No, my dear Watson, I am serious. And doubt-

less your next question will be, “Why on earth 
should the PM be driving trains?”’

‘Quite.’
‘The answer is elementary. Here is a man who 

knows he is about to become unemployed. What 
could be more sensible than to set in hand plans to 
join an industry whose members he has so shame-
lessly bribed with public money to be his friends?’
Richard Wyndham

I left my friend Holmes with his violin, tobacco and 
deliberations and went to the gentleman’s club. He 
needed time to weigh every particle of evidence, 
balance one hypothesis against the other, sift the 
essential from the immaterial or merely speculative. 

Why had the Michael Mouse Peace Prize been 
awarded? What was Mr Fifanni Infantilo Sycophan-
tino’s agenda? How much money was involved? 
And what was its connection to the Curse of the 
Hound of the Basketcase? 

When I returned, Holmes was triumphant. ‘I have 
it, Watson! How were your St-Émilion Grand Cru 
and the mushroom vol-au-vents by the way?’ 

‘How did you…’
‘Never mind, Watson, I have it! It was obviously, 

absolutely not a matter of any form of corruption. It 
must therefore, by process of elimination, simply be 
a genuine, heartfelt tribute to the President’s unpar-
alleled contribution to world peace, harmony and 
football. Elementary!’
David Silverman

NO. 3434: I’LL TAKE MANHATTAN

This year marks four centuries since the ret-
rospectively controversial purchase of Man-
hattan island by the Dutchman Peter Minuit 
from a local Brooklyn tribe, supposedly for  
60 guilders ($24) and possibly some beads. 
You are invited to submit a poem on the sub-
ject (16 lines max). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 21 January.
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SOLUTION TO 2732: PLAY IT TOUGH 

Don BRADMAN (26) said, ‘When you play test cricket you 
don’t give Englishmen an inch’. The other unclued lights 
are: CUMMINS (12), URN (27), ASHES (13), and STOKES 
(32). AUS/ENG, in the seventh row, should be highlighted. 
The title is taken from the same Bradman quotation.

First prize Roger Mills, Emsworth, Hants
Runners-up Nigel Finlay, Thames Ditton, Surrey
Lucy Robinson, Oxford
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The unclued Across and Down 
solutions are of two kinds, 
entered accordingly: five are 
of two or three words.
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