
the spectator | 31 january 2026 | www.spectator.com	 5958	 the spectator | 31 january 2026 | www.spectator.com

LIFE LIFE

26 Qxb5 Bxe3 27 fxe3 Rxd5 28 Rxd5 
Qxe3+ 29 Kg2 Qe4+ 30 Kf2 Qe3+ 30…
Qxd5? 31 Qxe8+ 31 Kg2 Qe4+ 32 Kh3 
Qe6+ 33 g4? He gets away with this slip, but 
Carlsen was better off to accede to the perpetual 
check. Qe3+ 34 Kg2 Qe4+ Missing a small 
opportunity. 34…Re4! forces 35 Qc4 Rxc4 36 
Rxc4 Qe2+ 37 Kg3 Qxa2 38 Rd3 and White 
must work hard to get a draw. 35 Kg3 Qe3+ 
36 Kg2 Qe4+ 37 Kg3 Draw agreed

N. Abdusattorov-Gukesh D.
Tata Steel Masters, Wijk aan Zee 2026

36…Rg5?? 37 Qxf6+ Black resigns

		  Across
	 1	 Last of rowers having to 

cut down blade (5)
	 4	 Church feature spoilt RC 

chateau (5,4)
	11	 Lectern’s Roman standard 

(5)
 12  More macho Walford 

family (7)
	14	 Schumann variations on 

four notes – one doubled 
(5)

	15	 Italian wine store empty? 
(5)

	16	 Sign of damage that’s 
nearly entirely to do with 
teeth (6)

	22	 One going in lower, not 
both (7)

	24	 Zealously disregarding  
odd characters last month 
in Israel (4)

	27	 Captain who is playing in 
the playground (7)

	28	 Political campaigner from 
later part of drama coming 
first (8)

	33	 Leave standing in a 
Parliamentary contest (6)

	34	 European birds in the 
housetops? (5)

	37	 Ban march by leaders 
missing collapse of law  
and order (7)

	38	 Clergyman’s inconclusive 
part of book (5)

	40	 Japanese national flower 
for every apostle, getting 
married (9)

	41	 Small sewing case – and, in 
France, it’s very small! (5)

		  Down
	 1	 Diehard agents, broken, 

and crying (8,1,4)

	 3	 Record recent warning car 
may carry (1-5)

	 4	 Old discourse priest 
dropped can be cultivated 
(6)

	 6	 Section of Mephisto –  
ugh! – I explain in this 
daily crossword (7)

	 8	 Cavers in trouble – nearly 
all see deep crack (8)

	10	 Traverse route anew for 
hidden valuables (8,5)

	13	 Comes into force? (7)
	15	 Sombre at first, then dark, 

then bright (6)
	17	 Stand and rebel (6)
	18	 Far from slowly, city loses 

north end! (6)
	19	 Malign water sprites 

appearing as horses or 
Aussie dogs (7)

	20	 Narrow misses by 
hairdressers (6)

	26	 Material for loveless 
travelling actor (7)

	29	 Jumps the queue and 
interrupts, when copper 
isn’t out (4,2)

	32	 Set-up embracing naval 
birds (5)

	36	 Italian lad decapitated  
with the bow (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
16 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2737, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2737:  
19x24 inches  
by Doc

 The island’s world is rearranged –
Crammed, compacted into squares.
Manhattan once had wolves and bears –
Nothing, as they say, has changed.
Bill Greenwell

How much is that island in the Arctic?
The one with the gold and rare earth?
I find making billions cathartic –
I wonder what Greenland is worth.

I hear New York sold for sixty guilders,
Twelve tulips, some clogs, cheese and beads.
On Monday I’m sending in the builders –
A Vegas is what Greenland needs.

I don’t want an Orkney or a Shetland,
A Faroe, a Lundy, a Mull.
I don’t want a peat bog or a wetland –
It has to be dripping with oil.

I’m carving up half the Caribbean;
A slice of Iran suits me fine.
I’m raking it in – soon you’ll be seein’
Those Trump Pearly Gates will be mine.
David Silverman

It followed the usual pattern:
The locals fell foul of a scam;
The colonists ‘purchased’ Manhattan,
And made it their New Amsterdam.

The Lenape thought everyone’s taught a
True lesson: earth’s ours on loan;
The land and the air and the water
Are not things that man can just own.

The indigenous tribe were bewildered
By the incomprehensible Dutch;
What did they want with 60-odd guilders?
Were they given too little? Too much?

Or was it a fault in translation?
Did ‘sale’ for ‘lease’ seal their fate?
Would they be the world’s richest nation
If they’d only had Google Translate?
Nicholas Hodgson 

The Dutch clumped out from their stockades
And gestured round the land,
The streams and river, trees and glades,
Then bowed, and shook my hand;
And proffered beads and tortoiseshell
They’d carried from their fort,
But there was nothing here to sell,
And nothing to be bought.
 
The spirits of the dragonflies
As bright and hard as gems,
Of wolves and woods and goldeneye
Live on, and I with them.
The shades of what the Dutchmen wrought,
The streets he paved with gold,
Are only real to those who bought
What never could be sold.
Nick Syrett

NO. 3437: WINTERY LOOK

‘Why, what’s the matter, that you have such 
a February face?’ You are invited to submit  
a passage or poem which incorporates this 
line (150 words/16 lines maximum). Please 
email entries to competition@spectator.co.uk 
by 11 February.
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SOLUTION TO 2734: BACK-UP 

The unclued Across lights are synonyms or a meaning of 
BACK and are therefore entered backwards in the grid. The 
unclued Down lights are synonyms of UP and are therefore 
entered upwards in the grid.

First prize Adam Branscombe, Fulbourn, Cambs
Runners-up Joanne Aston, Norby, Thirsk; 
Susan Bell, Reeth, N. Yorks
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The ‘Wimbledon of Chess’ is underway in the 
Netherlands. Meanwhile in Spain, there’s a 
gaming industry expo. Magnus Carlsen and 
Hikaru Nakamura, the world’s no. 1 and no. 2, are 
at the trade show, where they had a fireside chat 
with YouTuber Levy Rozman – better known as 
GothamChess. One theme was how much chess 
has changed since the pandemic. The landscape 
has shifted away from classical formats toward 
rapid events, online play and streaming. Both 
players have shaped that change and thrived in it. 
But the calendar remains fragmented, with no 
unified circuit incentivising the top players to 
compete at the same events.

The Barcelona event was a case in point. The 
two played a blindfold exhibition match – the first 
blindfold head-to-head between them – at ICE 
Barcelona (International Casinos Exhibition),  
with Rozman commentating for a crowd of 
industry professionals. It was a 15-minute rapid 
game, but no stunt; the game below illustrates that 
top players can navigate blindfold games with 
impressive precision.

Meanwhile, in Wijk aan Zee, the next 
generation vied to make their names in classical 
chess: 13 rounds over two weeks, with the world 
champion Gukesh Dommaraju present. There was 
drama there too: the second diagram shows an 
egregious blunder from the world champion.

M. Carlsen-H. Nakamura
Blindfold exhibition game, Barcelona, Jan 2026

1 Nf3 d5 2 e3 Nf6 3 c4 e6 4 Nc3 b6 5 b3 
Bb7 6 Bb2 Bd6 7 cxd5 exd5 8 Rc1
a6 9 Ne2 O-O 10 g3 Nbd7 11 Bg2 Re8 12 
O-O Bf8 13 Qc2 c5 14 d4 a5 15 Rfd1 Rc8 16 
dxc5 Nxc5 17 Nc3 Qe7 18 Nd4 Nfe4 19 Qe2 
g6 20 Ndb5 Rcd8 21 Na4 Bh6! Carlsen has 
strong queenside pressure, but this response 
highlights the fierce counterplay which would 
arise after 22 Nxb6? Nxf2! 22 Bd4 Ba6 (see 
diagram) Resourceful defence. Now if 23 Nxb6 
Ne6! threatens Qe7-b7 to frighten the horses. The 
players now plunge into a bewildering series of a 
dozen consecutive captures. 23 Bxc5 Nxc5 24 
Nxc5 bxc5 25 Bxd5 At first glance, Carlsen has 
won a clean pawn, but Nakamura is ready. Bxb5 

Competition 3434 was prompted by the 400th 
anniversary of the retrospectively contro-
versial purchase of Manhattan island by the 
Dutchman Peter Minuit from a local tribe, 
supposedly for 60 guilders ($24). You were 
invited to write a poem on the subject.

The standard was really high and the whit-
tling process tricky: mentions must go to A.H. 
Harker, Sue Pickard, Brian Murdoch, Joseph 
Houlihan, Ian Allen, Richard Warren, Nicho-
las Lee, George Simmers and Helen Baty, and 
there were other good entries besides. The £25 
vouchers go to the following.

Come nether man from Nether Land,
Brung purse of beads and guilder,
And all us tribe, we took him bribe:
Him Big Chief of this wilder.
 
This nether man from Nether Land
All fine frock coat and hat on
Him walk round coast and raise him toast:
Him name our place Manhattan.
 
Then nether man from Nether Land
Fill up the land with Dutchmen
Despite him rent them never went
But brung here whole heap cousin.

That nether man of Nether land
Him left on other business
Settlers barefaced had us displaced,
Now we must squat an isthmus.
Adrian Fry

We bought some New World land today,
With sixty guilders and some beads,
Straight from the locals (what a steal!)
To cover all our trading needs.
The deal of 1626,
A bargain slice of real estate,
While who fleeced who is hard to say –
We scoff at doubt, ignore debate.
We’ll change Manhattan’s silly name,
New Amsterdam’s a better fit,
A name that will resound in song,
You’ll want to be a part of it.
You could say it was worth much more,
But here’s a free tip from the Dutch,
It’s quite a scraggly bit of land,
We doubt it will amount to much.
Janine Beacham

Quite some island: washed with noise,
The roar of traffic, yowl of hoardings,
Nothing like the film recordings –
But still, with size, and even poise,
 
The babel-city, trodden flat –
Its grids and lines. The people stomp ’em!
All this for small change, and some wampum?
Four hundred years! Who’d fancy that?
 
The sky’s above them, cricks the necks,
High beyond the sun-flash scrapers,
Enough to give you fits of vapours –
So much money! So much sex!

PUZZLE NO. 884

White to play. Erdogmus-Van Foreest, Tata Steel 
Masters 2025. The Turkish 14-year-old has a 
dangerous attack with rook, knight and bishop. 
Which move did he play to decide the game? 
Email answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by 
Monday 2 February. There is a prize of a £20 John 
Lewis voucher for the first correct answer out of  
a hat. Please include a postal address.

Last week’s solution 1 Re4+! Then 1…Kc5  
2 Qc7# or 1…Bxe4 2 Qc3# or 1…Kxe4 2 Qe3#  
or 1…dxe4 2 Qd6#
Last week’s winner Josef Holzbecher,  
London NW6

Chess 
A tale of two cities  
Luke McShane

Seven unclued lights (two of two 
words) precede and four follow a 
word defined by the title and all 
are verifiable in Brewer.

Competition 
I’ll take Manhattan  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 22…Bb7-a6

Black to play, position after 36 Qg4-f5
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