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LIFE

		  Across
5	 One reeling in buck 

before breaking into 
half-concealed grin (9)

	12	 Father absorbed by  
belief system covered 
in Virginia? (9)

	15	 Partly cauterised organs 
(5)

	16	 This requires at least 
two pieces facing each 
other (8)

	17	 European claims lengthy 
heroic works? (6)

	20	 It stains rice on boiling (6)
	25	 Compound float on 

Scottish lake ‘repaired’ (8)
	27	 In America, kill kindred 

where bodies won’t rot? 
(8)

	32	 Plant not opening for long 
(6)

	34	 Sacked disheartened 
personnel governed by 
journalist (9)

	36	 Reptile left magician 
scratching head (6)

	38	 Open University given 
lead on nuclear energy (5)

	39	 African amulet needs two 
short clasps (3-3)

	40	 Concerning protest, it 
being about viewer’s 
complaint (9)

	41	 He-man befuddled with 
open events (9)

	42	 Top brass, perhaps, and 
other people (2,2)

		  Down
1	 You’ll find this in gents is 

so shattering (9)
2	 Good – weakling shows 

power (5)

3	 To an extent, cortisone 
affected Will’s fist (6)

4	 Banks on immense hilltop 
worried flier (9)

6	 Cites odd bits of Cohen’s 
complex study of industry 
(8)

7	 Formerly assigns tests, off 
and on, in practical skills 
(6)

8	 Cut widespread classes (6)
9	 Red comet’s changing 

outer layer (8)
	10	 Primate in gardening 

society holding up custom 
(6)

	13	 Influential legal case 
primarily probes yield in 
revenue (9)

	18	 Reacting defensively, run 
in to pull apart Heather (9)

	21	 Fantastic orbicular locust-
tree (9)

	22	 By Nile, an exotic plant (9)
	24	 African Earth goddess 

controlling dynasty name 
(8)

	26	 What about horse nearly 
eating north Mexican 
agave (8)

	30	 Free wine essentially 
diverts them (6)

	33	 Little naval flag mainly 
plugged by Congress (6)

	34	 Choice parking’s full (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
19 January. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2733, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2733:  
Balancing act  
by CheeseCracker

Their sergeants knew what they were for
And helped with this reversal;
And Pips were flipped for battleships, confounding

knavish tricks,
When Lammy saved the nation, back in 2026 
Nick Syrett

I see, in 2026
An end to British politics
As flags replace our squabbling MPs.
No partisan, loquacious spats
Or boisterously disputed stats,
Just uncontested flutter on the breeze.

In 2026, you’ll find,
Flags are the things you’ll get behind,
Since they won’t bring forth policies or Bills.
These abstract, patriotic cloths
Will draw you, as a bulb does moths,
To see in them a cure for social ills.

In ’26, I prophecy,
Red and white flags against blue sky,
Will signal to the yearning proles
That if there’s hope, it flies up poles.
Adrian Fry

Dear ’26! A brilliant-bright New Year:
Jeremy Corbyn’s tipped to star in Traitors.
A retro-fashion TV show (Top Gear)
sets a new stye for men: tall hats and gaiters.

The Turner Prize? – scooped by a Burmese cat,
whose dead-shrew installation wows the press.
President Trump proclaims the earth is flat.
The Greens pledge aid for monsters in Loch Ness.

An AI novel wins the Booker Prize:
Daily Mail headline – ‘It’s The Greatest Ever!’
Potato chips are now called English Fries
and cryptic crosswords banned (for being too 

clever).

Angel Delight’s the latest super-food.
Birl’s the new word, replacing ‘girl’ and ‘boy’
All High Court judges have to be tattooed.
Liz Truss will head the BBC. What joy! 
D.A. Prince

Last year I dreamed there’d be an end to war.
We’re talking swords to ploughshares, wells from

spears.
Predicted much the same the year before 
But this year, to protect myself from tears
I’ll speak of someone special, someone born
The Prince of Peace and Love, the Mighty Quinn –
This is the year Aquarius will dawn!
He’ll tariff Hate, he’ll teach the world to sing
Of wars he’s stopped, and all the many more:
Twixt Vlad and Vlod, twixt Corbyn and Sultana,
Coleen, Rebekah, me and Jim next door –
The glorious dawning of the Pax Trumpiana!
A presidential pardon ends the war
With Satan, then he’ll land that Nobel Prize.
With God? A trade deal to repeal the law
Of gravity, for Air-Force Pig-That-Flies.�
David Silverman

NO. 3433: DEAR JOHN

You are invited to submit a Dear John letter in 
the style of a well-known writer. Please email 
entries of up to 16 lines to competition@ 
spectator.co.uk by midday on 14 January.

SOLUTION TO 2731: KNOTS 

‘THE HORROR! THE HORROR!’ (4D/18A/3D) is a 
quotation from Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad, author 
of THE SECRET AGENT (9D). The protagonists are 
MARLOW (31D) and KURTZ (21A) and the tale was told 
in a YAWL (24A) called NELLIE (26D). Title: abbr. KN = 
heart of DARKNESS.

First prize James Smalley, Walthamstow, London E17
Runners-up Sue Foote, Chieveley, Berks; 
Peter and Jeannie Chamberlain, Rushden, Northants

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

To 31D an 37A from the 29D 
28A, 19A an 14A 1A and 11D a 
23A 35D.
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