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LIFE

		  Across
	10	 Tot ate more stewed fruit 

(4,6)
	12	 Beginning of term of 

some ninety months (6)
	13	 Gang carrying girl back 

to a prairie province (8)
	16	 Change place once on 

motorway before it’s late 
in the day (5)

	17	 Ian leaves poor habitation 
that’s warmish (1,3,3)

	25	 England cricketer Moeen 
in California (3)

	28	 Fowl character as huntress 
disturbed maestri (7)

	29	 Chapel tea requisite in 
Bournville (3)

	32	 One million with lovely 
charge (7)

	35	 Removes from Stourport, 
sadly right away (7)

	37	 European language 
(English) is relevant (7)

	40&30	  Flag girl accepts fool’s 
red algae (5,4)

	41	 Gun-runners’ contest? 
(4,4)

	42	 Racing yacht to continue 
slowly (6)

	44	 Not many in Ulm regularly 
in cycling competition (6)

		  Down
2	 New regime at 

International School near 
Paris (8)

3	 Rule on final words for 
alien’s return to homeland 
(6)

4	 Health drink on breakfast 
table (5)

6	 Popular Barnet Hospital 
broadcast (4)

7	 It has seven chapters with 
script made from mineral 
on hill-top (4,2,5)

8	 Four blood groups maybe, 
or one group (4)

9	 Firm objections raised 
with physicist Max (8)

	14	 Nachtwache’s outskirts on 
tributary of the Rhine  (4)

	15	 African republic’s take-
away (4)

	16	 He could be in Tamil army 
(8,3)

	19	 Net? Fear not, squirrels! (4)
	21	 Provisional decree I 

transgress, when upset (4)
	22	 Down in the dumps when 

left (4)
	25	 Hammond hides the 

bullets (4)
	27	 Water for US President 

said to be unwell (5,3)
	30	 See 40 Across
	31	 Wild oats on covered 

colonnade (4)
	33	 The Bard’s outlying 

sentinel is lost to view (6)
	34	 Small state with 

acceptable ensign (6)
	36	 In Germany view caught 

among this play (5)
	39	 Original Dutch tongue (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
25 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2715, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP.

Doc’s crossword book All 
Squared (£12.99 + postage) 
is available to order from  
puzzler@btinternet.com

Crossword 
2715 : 
Occidentals 
by Doc

‘Know ye not who I am? Father of Rome,
The empire that shall conquer all the world…’
Quoth Charon ‘Think I’ll need a bigger boat.’
David Silverman

Cheekily sneakily
sites such as You-Know-Who
raise ticket prices
as soon as you’re hooked.

This algorithm’s mad
hyperactivity
means nothing’s ever
as good as it looked.
D.A. Prince

Wallets lightened, anguished faces,
Mortgaged twice to see Oasis,
Water bills make tough guys shiver,
Laundry’s rationed, gardens wither,
Flight fares surge, a soaring pain,
Time to buy a private plane,
Hot demand makes profits grow,
Could capping be the way to go?
Peak-hour Ubers charge us dear,
Fees shoot to the stratosphere,
We cough up with rictus grin,
Forced to take it on the chin,
Perhaps we’ll build a reservoir
When water prices grow bizarre,
Or else fill tins each time it rains,
Before our funds pour down the drains.
Janine Beacham

There’s nothing special with surge pricing.
You can charge what the market will stand.
It’s only a supercharged version
Of the law of supply and demand.

You can sum it all up using clichés:
A few of them very well worn:
A fool and his cash are soon parted,
But every minute there’s one born.

A surge charge is only a surcharge
Apart from a letter or two.
It’s good economics as long as
There are plenty of punters to screw.

So let’s charge triple-whack for Oasis!
The fans will all stump up! Whoopee!
(Though mind you, if I had to hear them,
That’s how much you’d have to pay me.)
Brian Murdoch

In theory it makes perfect sense
To pay the exact pounds or pence
She is willing to pay
For service that day
But still the offence is immense

She resents all this optimisation
And fanatical profit fixation.
She prefers analog
Else she feel like a cog
In a Silicon Valley creation
Juliet Radcliffe

NO. 3414: AD IT UP

You are invited to provide an extract from a
well-known literary work rewritten to include 
appropriate product placements (16 lines/150 
words maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 20 August.

SOLUTION TO 2712: REVISIONS 

The unclued lights are pairs of anagrams: 
5/32, 6D/25, 11/30, 18&33/3, 19/39, 28/8. 

First prize Margaret Shiels, Edinburgh
Runners-up Archie Batra, Ealing;
Christopher Coleman, Cheltenham, Glos

Name 	

Address 

The unclued lights (including six 
of two words and one of three 
words), individually, as pairs or 
as trios, are of a kind.
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