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LIFE

		  Across
	11	 Icons reconstructed with 

excellent backing and 
capital (7)

	12	 Scottish author wants 
hedge trimmed at one end 
(6)

	13	 Scottish bird sports new 
supporting items on the 
way in (9)

	14	 Falls off outhouses (5)
	16	 Scots flower just missed 

bronze, say (5)
	19	 Women’s lib regretted 

holding back some rodents 
(7)

	21	 Tapir from borders of 
different length in 
Antarctica (4)

	23	 College’s leading 
academician entered 
elaborately robed in fabric 
(7)

	24	 Does she give you the eye, 
to some extent? (4)

	25	 City in Campania – 
not Orléans (7)

	30	 Main part of the course 
which allows entry to Yale 
(7)

	31	 Barriers regularly holding 
Olympian (4)

	32	 Change of heart in secret 
for this archbishop (7)

	34	 Douglas King having 
trouble (4)

	35	 Maiden leaves washday 
workers for riverside 
sportsmen (7)

	37	 Head of Britain at one 
time (5)

	40	 English composer among 
the staff in Zimbabwe (5)

	42	 Senseless to trap small 
bats (6)

	43	 Dried up waters are 
a zone around half of 
French region (4,3)

		  Down
3	 Look through scrub (5)
5	 Online agent gets notice 

(4)
6	 Order of redundancies of 

camping equipment (4)
7	 Ridiculous country  

seat (7)
8	 Food and drink from 

France, spiked with 
ecstasy (7)

	10	 Came up with quote that’s 
long, having a vivid 
memory (7)

	15	  Parts of July and August 
for Turkish governor at 
Rievaulx, say (5)

	18	 Sweet granules around 
car seat and rugs (6,5)

	20	 Finally in this marathon? 
(4,3)

	26	 The Claw – topped and 
tailed maybe (5)

	27	 Travelling through such as 
very heavy rain? (7)

	28	 Name a soft extremity (7)
	29	 Paving stone for 

earthenware vessel (7)
	33	 Two kings expert with 

money for the Tivoli 
Gardens (6)

	36	 Girl is taken in to Helen’s 
heart (5)

	38	 Scottish metal and carbon 
removed from mountain 
stones (4)

	39	 Tin and silver catch (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
31 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2694, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2694: Arc lights 
by Doc 

And steak and chips, and Burger King
And strong red wine, good for the heart,
I said, ‘Stuff that, I’m à la carte!’
And then it was that chocolate’s bad
So I ate lots, but then they add
The dark stuff’s great, so I’m agin it,
Speaking out just takes a minute.
Bread is good – and then it’s not,
Then meat is bad, eschew the lot;
The vegan fad? That’s not for me
It’s steak and kidney pud for tea!
Elizabeth Kay

Our MP sends a questionnaire
but not to trawl my views;
it’s only to confirm he’s right
whatever he might choose.
A gallery, post-visit, wants
my feedback – not, alas,
about the exhibition’s stance,
just gender, age, and class.
Those paperclips I bought online –
a plea for a review.
They’re paperclips: no more, no less,
and do what they should do.
The endless round of needy mail,
all begging for a like.
Not on my watch. The sole response
they get is: On your bike.
D.A. Prince

Gender identity, pronouns and quotas,
Splitting us all into whingers and gloaters. 
Tethered-cap cartons and cars that go ‘bong’:
These are just some of the things that are wrong.

Sewage in seawater, plastic pollution,
Every damn thing being called a ‘solution’,
Hubris, hypocrisy, bullshit and cant:
These are the things that incite me to rant.

When it’s over, in the morning,
We can start to climb.
And civilisation will happen again. 
We might get it right next time.
Nicholas Whitehead

I’m against these competitions with their 
convoluted missions;

Rhyme and meter are a nightmare, you’ll agree.
Writing prose may seem a trifle, but the subject’s 

bound to stifle
Creativity, which should be roaming free.

I’m against those fiendish setters who have put 
my mind in fetters

And extinguished every faint creative spark.
Though I scratch my head and ponder till my 

thoughts begin to wander,
It is useless, I’m completely in the dark.

And those stubborn empty pages cause me 
apoplectic rages

As I sit here trying vainly to begin ’em.
So a curse on competitions with impossible 

conditions;
I’m against them all – unless, of course, I win ’em.
Brian Allgar 

NO. 3393: WRONG TIME

You are invited to write a passage of histori-
cal fiction and sprinkle it with anachronistic 
detail (150 words maximum). Please email 
entries to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
2 April.
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SOLUTION TO 2691: VERY LARGE FELLOW  

Richard OSMAN (defined by the title) created 1/42/21, the 
members of which are 13/39, 18, 37/4 and Ron 29 with RON 
highlighted in the grid and referred to in the clue at 17 Down.

First prize L. Coumbe, Benfleet, Essex
Runners-up Angus Ross, Old Portsmouth, Hants 
Joe O’Farrell, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow, Ireland

Name 	

Address 

The unclued lights, including  
a pair and six of two words, 
form an association which a  
normal entry clearly suggests.
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