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LIFE

		  Across
7 	 Maybe bowler’s come 

again wanting wickets (3)
11 	 Turn out active ox not 

acceptable within 
summerhouse (6)

13 	 Soft landlord produces 
hammer (7)

15 	 Refuse to kill nearly 
everybody (5)

16 	 Insect notes garnered 
sesame (5)

18 	 About 586 yards past 
American state (5)

20 	 Brazen co-regent’s 
demand for more (6)

21 	 Pushers of quality drinking 
in room with no end of 
champagne (5)

22 	 Lord Dandy in  
blackish-green (7)

29 	 Circuits in Bahrain 
and Silverstone (5)

30 	 Note blade in  
Hiawatha’s place? (6)

32 	 Severe rebuff for 
busybody (5)

37 	 Spooner’s very 
cunning (5)

38 	 Parrot takes time flying 
round palm tree (7)

39 	 A small police station 
in Asian city (6)

40 	 Pigeon delivering letter 
for sister (3)

41 	 Bloomers poorly grown 
by northern beings (11)

		  Down
1 		 A skill of Fred could be 

apt for puzzlers (10)

2 Unceasingly worm is 
hiding in eastern  
seaweed (8)

3 Auditors set to work 
in large ships (9)

4 Where poet overheard 
storekeeper (12)

5 Small vessel in west half 
of very small bay (7)

6 Book easy to promote (8)
7 Country dance keeps 

feet vigorous (5)
9 Jacobean linguist 

desperate for oil (6)
10 Man perhaps carrying 

tons shows fibre (5)
12 Nose of bright yellow 

wine (6)
14 Modest punter cheating 

death (12)
19 Send moth up about 

singular scruffy state (10)
21 Pass time in English and 

Irish town (9)
23 Plant in plots with  

upward growth (8)
24 Man, visiting Virginia 

among writers, goes 
camping (8)

26 Quiet piscivore coming 
up quicker passage (7)

28 I live by river over near 
waterfall close to lake (6)

31 	 Growing outwards: 
eaten trifles?

33 	 What could be green 
around a navy (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
2 December. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2680, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2680:  
Two of a kind 
by Pabulum 

the floor. ‘I say, Jeeves! Shooting a guardian of the 
l. is a bit off.’

‘He is not O’Malley, sir. This gentleman is 
Thad Dronby.’
Nicholas Hodgson

It gives a chap a rummy sort of feeling to have a pis-
tol pointed his way. The cove behind the gun regard-
ed me with a squiggle-eyed look that did not convey 
sentiments of warmth and cordiality. ‘You stole that 
silver cow from the wrong collector, Wooster’, he 
snarled. ‘Hand it over.’

‘Dash it all,’ I stammered. ‘What I mean is, I 
haven’t got the bally thing. I may be the only guest 
in the house who hasn’t snaffled any valuables 
this week, notwithstanding the bribes and threats 
employed to coax me into burglarious mischief.’

The door behind him opened noiselessly and 
Jeeves shimmered into the room. ‘What ho, Jeeves,’ 
I greeted him cheerily.

‘You’re more of a fool than I thought if you 
expect me to fall for that old...’ the gunman began, 
then collapsed with the remark unfinished as Jeeves 
coshed him behind one ear.
Chris O’Carroll

Jeeves was visiting the hot spots of Herne Bay, leav-
ing me free to depose the anonymous suit for a racier 
number in strawberry linen. I could be adventurous 
too. Never have the Woosters turned their backs on 
the freebooting side of things. It was time for walk-
ing mean streets rather than seeking the nursery 
embrace of the Drones Club.

Exactly when it all went oops-a-daisy is difficult 
to establish. Possibly once I entered the shadowy bar 
and started drinking Exterminating Angels. Or when 
the lady performer showed her all. Certainly after a 
man came through the door with a gun in his hand. 

I fainted then, resurfacing at home with Jeeves 
proffering brandy.

‘Where was I?’ I gasped
‘A gangster joint, sir. But the corpses have been 

removed and the police bribed. May I suggest, sir, 
no more forays into the demi-monde?’

‘You are miraculous, Jeeves.’
Basil Ransome-Davies

The soul of innocence, I sat in a Ventura Boule-
vard hostelry when, tout d’un coup, in toddles this 
whopper of a man, asking for Velma, and throwing 
customers about the place. Applying hard-earned 
Scouting skills, I pressed my cane into his back, 
and, disguising myself with rough ‘street’ vocabu-
lary, said: ‘What ho, Mr Moose! You wouldn’t mind 
putting the old dabs in the air, would you?’

Evidently, though, he did mind, and soon had 
me pinioned across the bar, above which I could see 
a most gruesome boar’s head, and immediately I 
thought of Aunt Agatha, who’d told me that, across 
the pond, they enjoy a spot of lubrication. ‘I say, 
old chap,’ I gasped, wondering about his grasp of 
the Bard, ‘is that a pint of bourbon I see before me? 
Care for a snifter?’

‘Sure,’ he said, releasing the Wooster windpipe. 
‘Let’s you and me nibble a couple.’
Nicholas Lee

NO. 3378: WE CAN BE HEROES

You are invited to submit a 18th-century-style 
mock-heroic poem in rhyming couplets (16 
lines max) on some trivial recent event. Please 
email entries, if possible, to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 27 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2677: WHAT’S IN A NAME?    

The 14 unclued lights can be constructed using only the 
letters in ‘THE SPECTATOR’, as indicated in the preamble.

First prize Belinda Bridgen, London NW8
Runners-up J. Bielawski, Southport; Hugh Green, 
Petersfield, Hampshire

Name 	

Address 

Two works, 1A/8 (four words in 
total) and 27/36, are by authors 
born in 25 and 17 respectively. 
Two other unclued lights give 
their forenames: a further rele-
vant name will appear in the com-
pleted grid and must be shaded. 
Ignore an apostrophe.
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