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LIFE LIFE

loss) means that Gukesh is a heavy favourite. 
Wei Yi substitued for Ding in the China-India 
match in Budapest, but was ground down by 
Gukesh in a fiendishly complex endgame.

Knights struggle to restrain rook’s pawns, so 
Gukesh has staked his hopes on supporting his 
own passer on the f-file.

Dommaraju Gukesh–Wei Yi
Fide Olympiad, Budapest 2024

71… h3 Missing a narrow path to a draw, but it 
was unfeasibly complex given that both players 
were down to a minute or two on the clock. 
71…Rd1+! Then 72 Ke2 Rd5! draws, or 72 
Kc2 Rf1! (but not 72…Rd5 73 Ng5!). So 
White’s most dangerous try is 72 Kc4 h3 73 f7 
and now Black draws with 73…Rc1+! 74 Kd4 
Rf1 75 Ng5 h2 76 Ngf3 Ke7 77 Nxh2 Rf4+ The 
a4 pawn is lost and the game is drawn, which 
shows why it was so important to nudge 
White’s king to d4 earlier in the sequence. 72 
f7 Rf1 73 Ng5 h2 74 Ngf3 Ke7 74…Rd1+ 
was the last chance. After 75 Kc4 h1=Q 76 
f8=Q+ there is no forced mate, but White’s 
winning chances remain excellent. 75 Nxh2 
Ra1 76 Nhg4 Ra3+ 77 Kd2! The unique 
winning move, e.g. 77 Kc2 Rxa4 78 Nh6 Ra2+ 
and Ra2-f2 draws. Rxa4 78 Nh6 Ra2+ 79 
Ke3 Ra3+ 80 Ke4 Black resigns since 80…
Ra4+ 81 Kf5 and Ne5-g6+ follows.

		  Across
	 9	 Political meeting 

providing currency on  
top of 14 (10)

	14	 Peak with a lake and 
parking (3)

	16	 A pick-me-up has taken 
away the stress (6)

	18	 Sidewinder, say, in the 
sun, almost bare (5)

	20	 Venue of an Italian music 
festival troubled moaners 
(7)

	22	 Rained and snowed, note, 
in Leeds sadly (7)

	25	 Extremely sorrowful, one 
has to leave county (5)

	26	 Customers filling in forms 
– re-submitted when 
returned (5)

	33	 Robin, say, is dependent (7)
	38	 Street round excellent 

ancient Greek walkways 
(5)

	40	 A question of manner on 
barrow (3)

	41	 Swing a cosh around, 
displaying one’s best 
qualities (10)

	42	 Papal letters bishop cut 
back (6)

	43	 Small cut-outs showing 
bargain on animals for 
home (8)

		  Down
	 1	 Dizzy singer, having to 

dine with sappers, lords it 
over all (6,7)

	 2	 Portrayed as haggard (5)

	 3	 Rogue priest has what the 
corps should have (6)

	 4	 Change edition that 
contains pieces? (5)

	 6	 Holds the flag when a bike 
race comes to a finish (7)

	 7	 Destitute overnight 
accommodation upriver 
(2,4)

	 8	 Tops of Egyptian pyramids 
in colour film (4)

	10	 Some teams aimed to 
overturn the bad 
atmosphere (6)

	11	 To lecture about a lord’s 
historic hearing (5-4)

	12	 Trumpet signals below 
city house –those at a 
depth? (4-9)

	13	 Come together for 
company drinks at  
church (8)

	15	 Values French art by 
sportsmen, we’re told (7)

	19	 Singular omission from 
violent aggression for  
US statesmen (9)

	23	 Takes in cool and hot 
drinks (7)

	27	 Sesame crackers one’s  
fed to cat (7)

	29	 Wholly at home, child 
given love (2,4)

	30	 Plastic cover for her hat? 
(6)

	32	 Motorway and another’s 
highest point – accident! (6)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
14 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2673, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2673: All Saints  
by Doc

Jesus says, wait, you been excluded? And she says, 
yeah but how you know that, and Jesus says, DO 
NOT ASK ME HOW I KNOW WHAT I KNOW, 
RIGHT. And she says, Game over, but I ain’t done 
my homework. And Jesus says, here’s a note, Tali-
tha. She says, new name? Cool. And the crowd says, 
This is so sick!� Bill Greenwell

When Jesus had but five loaves of bread and two 
fish to feed the multitude, he said, who wants bat-
tered and who wants crumbed? And 200 did reply, 
but we are gluten-free, Lord. And some did cry, is 
this organic and hormone-free? We only eat keto. 
Then a man did ask, Lord, have these been sustain-
ably fished? Thou had better not have used electric 
pulse trawls. Do not overfish thy quota. And a fam-
ily did say, our kids only eat fish fingers, Lord, thou 
could have fried a few. Where are the chips? Then a 
woman did sigh, this had better not be bloody sour-
dough, I am off carbs. Another man said, I prefer the 
manna diet myself. Then one teenager did say, could 
you turn the water into coffee, Lord, and maketh 
frappuccinos? The disciples did take selfies with 
the hashtag #lunchwithMessiah. And Jesus did call 
Uber Eats. � Janine Beacham

Jesus told them the parable of the online influencer. 
‘An online influencer cast upon the internet videos 
showing her unboxing ludicrous shoes, overprais-
ing Taylor Swift and emoting cutely over a thou-
sand puppy videos. Some of her posts – usually 
those in which she aired even the mildest of social 
or even dietary preferences – attracted only trolls. 
Other content she released on platforms so unfash-
ionable – one can’t name them for commercial rea-
sons, but think Vine or Friendster – no one so much 
as saw. Others of her creations fell among a multi-
plicity of identically unique artistic responses to the 
latest movie, hairspray, pizza topping or prom dress 
that they failed to differentiate themselves from the 
crowd. But some of her content earned likes which 
increased thirty-, sixty- or a hundredfold when 
retweeted by a weathergirl of promise or in receipt 
of approving emojis from Joey Essex. He who has 
fingers, let him click.’� Adrian Fry

Yea verily, a dude(lette) was making his-her-their-
anybody’s way from the vape shop to the half-fade 
tattooist’s when suddenly, disaster struck: battery 
warning lights started flashing on their phone! 
  ‘Stone the crows!’ they said, though not in a way 
that might cause distress to any birdies present. 
‘I’m facing minutes, possibly hours, without my 
beloved mobile: it’s life or death!’ They began to 
ask passers-by for help in finding the vital charger. 
First, someone with immaculate stubble and a copy 
of the Guardian said, ‘Sorry, pal, I’m off to a char-
ity meeting,’ and crossed the road. Next, a student 
covered in red dye apologised and said she had to 
go and glue herself to a painting. Finally, in despair, 
they asked a gammon in red corduroys. ‘Have my 
phone,’ he said. ‘I’m all for community action!’ 
  The Good Gammonian: you never know who your 
friends are till the lights are flashing. 
Nicholas Lee

NO. 3371: POTATO, POTAHTO

You are invited to rewrite the lyrics to ‘Let’s 
Call The Whole Thing Off’ to be sung not by 
Fred and Ginger but by another mismatched 
couple (16 lines max). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 9 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2670: V 

The unclued lights (paired at 1D/17) can all be preceded 
by FIVE and are verifiable in Brewer.

First prize Julian Connors, Ashford, Kent
Runners-up David Threasher, London W5
Susan Bell, Reeth, N. Yorks 
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The Gaprindashvili Cup, named after the Georgian 
former women’s world champion Nona 
Gaprindashvili, is awarded at the biennial Chess 
Olympiad to the country with the highest total 
standings between the open and women’s events. 
In Chennai in 2022, that honour went to India, 
who won the bronze medals in both sections.

The 45th Chess Olympiad, which concluded last 
weekend in Budapest, saw Indian teams surpass 
themselves, winning gold in both events. Their 
victory in the open section was all but secured with 
one round to spare, and featured stratospheric 
individual performances from Dommaraju Gukesh 
and Arjun Erigaisi (aged 18 and 21 respectively). 

Gukesh’s 9/10 score ranks as the second highest 
tournament performance of all time (behind 
Caruana’s Sinquefield Cup victory in 2014), while 
Erigaisi’s 10/11 score (in a slightly weaker field) 
propels him to third place in the world rankings. 
Both earned individual gold medals, while in the 
women’s event Divya Deshmukh (9.5/11) and 
Vantika Agrawal (7.5/9) earned gold medals as 
well. Perhaps it was fortunate that India retained 
the cup, since they made one blunder away from 
the chessboard; officials at the All India Chess 
Federation were forced to admit that the trophy 
has gone missing. Perhaps it will show up before 
the next event in Tashkent, 2026, though judging 
by the blossoming of talent in Indian chess, they 
have every chance of retaining the title once more.

In Budapest, India’s toughest competition came 
from the USA, which took silver in the open 
section and bronze in the women’s event. Russia 
was notable by their absence, since their teams 
(along with Belarus) were excluded from 
international chess events following the invasion 
of Ukraine, as recommended by the International 
Olympic Committee. A vote at the International 
Chess Federation (Fide) congress in Budapest 
firmly rejected a motion to lift those restrictions.

Gukesh’s magnificent performance stood in 
sharp contrast to that of world champion Ding 
Liren, whom he will challenge for the title in 
Singapore in a match starting in late November. 
Ding appears to be having a psychological crisis 
since he won the world title in a match against 
Ian Nepomniachtchi last year, and his dismal 
performance in Budapest (seven draws and one 

In Comp 3368 you were invited to update a 
well-known story from the Bible to make it 
‘speak to’ life in 2024. There were a few Good 
Samaritans, Prodigal Sons and Cana wed-
dings, and a splendid trio of Noahs. A special 
mention goes to David Silverman’s version of 
Psalm 23, which didn’t fit the remit but offers 
alternative comfort in these troubled times:

The Lord is my life coach – I shall not stress.
He empowereth me with positive affirmations
And leadeth me to wellness strategies,
Building my emotional resilience.
He teacheth me mindfulness techniques,
Emotional regulation and cognitive reappraisal.

Praise be to the multitudes of runners-up (too 
many to name) and the winners receive £25.

Genesis unfolds in a world obsessed with instant 
gratification. God, after days of generating, steps 
back to admire His Universe, but instead of ‘Awe-
some, dude!’, He’s met with endless notifications 
about eco crises, trigger warnings, Facebook rants. 
‘Let there be light,’ He declares, only for Ama-
zon/Paramount/Disney+ (‘I didn’t want these!’) to 
interrupt, ‘New series just dropped!’ Nature grows, 
and plants are tagged in endless selfies as ‘#Nature-
Goals’. When God creates humans, they’re given 
smartphones instead of free will. ‘You may enjoy 
anything,’ He says, ‘but DON’T eat the fruit of 
misinformation.’ Naturally they click – chaos. As 
Mankind plummets into distraction, God sighs, ‘I 
shoulda stuck to making cats!’ Ironically, in a world 
flooded with information, oceans are evaporating, 
and Truth, Peace, Joy, Duty are deluged in updates, 
doom-scrolling and likes.� Mark Brown

Captain Noah reported that loading was well 
advanced, with 1,000 breeding pairs now on board. 
Mx Hardblow considered this heteronormative selec-
tion process to fly directly in the face of diversity 
and inclusion. Capt Noah said he had included beasts 
from all parts of the globe, but that he needed them 
to be able to raise young.
  Mx Hardblow cited the case of two male penguins 
raising an egg with just as much care as any het-
erosexual penguin couple, and said most animals 
were probably non-binary. Captain Noah respond-
ed that the penguins would have had trouble lay-
ing the original egg. Mx Hardblow said the obvious 
solution was to pair a natal female penguin whose 
behaviour showed that they identified as male with a 
cis male bird, thus overcoming the egg problem and 
demonstrating inclusion in action.
  Capt Noah unexpectedly left the meeting. This will 
be recorded as a micro-aggression.� Helen George

So Jairus comes to Jesus, he says, My daughter, she 
in bed, she dying, man, she good as dead. And the 
crowd says, Jairus, nothing to do with ‘good as’, 
she dead 100 per cent. And Jesus says, Jairus? And 
he says, Yes. And Jesus says, I got this, you better 
believe me. And he goes to the home, he says, this 
girl not dead, only sleeping, leave me please. And he 
says to Jairus’ daughter, it’s a school day, right? And 
she says, Maybe, but don’t tell my Dad, right? And 

PUZZLE NO. 820

White to play. Kulaots-Kadric, Budapest Olym-
piad, September 2024. The Estonian grandmaster 
spotted a neat sequence to gain a decisive material 
advantage. What was his first move here? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 30 
September. There is a prize of £20 for the first 
correct answer out of a hat. Please include a post-
al address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Nef5+ gxf5 2 Rg3+ 
Kh6 (else Rg3-g8#) 3 Nxf5+ Kh5 4 Bf7# or  
1…Kf8 2 Ne6+ Kf7 3 Nh6#
Last week’s winner Alex Everingham
Newton Mearns, Glasgow

Chess 
Double gold for India  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights form four trios 
each associated with one of four 
theme words which solvers must 
discover and which do not appear 
in the grid. The 27 unchecked let-
ters of these unclued lights for the 
wholly irrelevant comment: SO, 
DOC, CHARM EVELYN, GIRL 
FROM BBC.

Competition 
Chapter and verse  
Victoria Lane

Black to play, position after 71 f5-f6
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