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LIFE LIFE

awkward happenstance of England 1 being 
paired against England 2 in the final round may 
have raised eyebrows among their competitors, 
but in truth England 1 already held a 
comfortable lead in the tiebreak, and their win 
in that match was just as expected on paper. 

England’s first team of John Emms, Glenn 
Flear, Keith Arkell, Nigel Davies and Stuart 
Conquest also won four individual medals, with 
golds for Conquest and Arkell. Arkell showed 
his famed endgame skill on several occasions, 
but the game below shows a crisp mating attack.

England also fielded the only women’s team 
in the 50+, so the team of Sheila Jackson, 
Natasha Regan, Petra Fink-Nunn, Helen 
Frostick and Susan Chadwick brought home the 
women’s gold medal as well. In the 65+ event 
that honour went to Germany.

Keith Arkell-Tim Jaksland
European Sr Team Championship, 50+, 2024

40 Nf6! Rg6 40…Rh8 was the lesser evil, but 
after 41 Nh7+ Black should give up rook for 
knight anyway, since 41…Ke8 42 Qa8+ Rd8 
43 Nf6+ wins, or 41…Kg7 42 Nxg5 43 Nxf7! 
Kxf7 44 Qf3+ wins. 41 Qa8+ Kg7 42 Nh5+ 
Kh7 43 Qf3 A unexpected double attack. Re1 
44 Qxf7+ Kh6 45 Qf8+ A lovely finish. Now 
45…Kh7 46 Nf6+ wins easily, so Black allows 
the mate instead. Kxh5 46 g4+ Kh4 47 Qf3 
Black resigns

		  Across
	10	 Late bishop, terribly 

welcoming (10)
	13	 Farah off with English – 

that’s dull (8)
	16	 Confiscate trawler 

catching small fish (5)
	17	 Nick caught with grass  

in school (7)
	18	 Could be Turkish  

transport (7)
	20	 Poirot found by small 

transport plane (8)
	25	 John’s game (3)
	26	 Attachment to Hutton’s 

Test award (4,3)
	28	 Cavalrymen capture 

amateur looters (7)
	29	 He’s in jail again (3)
	31	 Ashes score shows 

adjustment on TV  
screen (4,4)

	34	 Main variation of 
Tchaikovsky work in 
Wales (7)

	36	 Monster’s toll on artist (7)
	40	 Overdue train is damaged 

completely (8)
	41	 Maybe Basra residents 

misread quins’ regular 
letters (6)

	42	 Instrument getting one rat 
running (10)

	44	 Little lad beside strong 
sovereign (8)

		  Down
	 1	 Member of an African 

ethnic group with a new 
suit (6)

	 2	 Bound along, a shade  
like a rabbit (3-5)

	 3	 Form a pure, biting, cold 
insight (6)

	 4	 Didn’t lie – had been 
a candidate (5)

	 6	 Ancient coin found 
in carrier on lake (4)

	 8	 Composer who arranged 
odd pieces (4)

	 9	 One faithfully following 
British tennis player 
around church (8)

	11	 Petty decisions from 
Soviet recording (3,4)

	14	 Refusals, as hooter is heard 
(4)

	16	 Partitioned off – 
causing worry (11)

	21	 Shed with 25A’s,  
we’re told (4)

	22	 We hear Lucille Ball has 
five measures (4)

	23	 Worker’s rant for safety 
feature (4,4)

	24	 Elimination of synthpop 
duo (7)

	25	 Blackcocks gather here 
for money (4)

	27	 All at once, gentle soul 
inside performed vocals 
(4-4)

	30	 Covers of Annunciation – 
author not known (4)

	31	 Mac’s to take notice of 
Spanish wine plug (4)

	32	 Nightmares give poor 
gran this belief (6)

	35	 Region outside northern 
stadium (5)

	37	 Sound of disapproval 
meets uniform skirt (4)

	38	 Publication, one for long-
distance travellers (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for  
the first correct solutions 
opened on 10 June. Please scan 
or photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2655, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2655: Primacy  
by Doc

Beauty is Truth, Truth Beauty: that is not
The total sum of all you need to know.
That which the coughing Hampstead bard forgot
I’m pleased to itemise for you below:
You need to know the way to separate
A bottle of prosecco from its cork;
To call an Uber, take a selfie, eat 
A lobster thermidor sans knife and fork;
How long to leave kefir grains in the fridge
And what to do when they begin to curdle;
You need to know your Lotus from your Bridge
And what’s the best of start words for your Wordle:
Adieu! Adieu. So fade my sad refrains.
I leave this aide memoire for you to keep.
Fled is this music – one last thing remains:
You need to know whether you wake or sleep.
David Silverman

We happy families, they say, 
Are all alike; unhappy ones,
Unhappy each in their own way.
But while my neighbours and their sons
And daughters while away the hours
In simple, soft, suburban bliss,
And tend to gardens full of flowers –
I feel that I would be remiss
Were I to never mention how
My uncle built a Panzer tank
And drove it right past city hall
And used it, then, to rob a bank.
He’s now in jail. Yet even so,
He’s having fun. To that extent,
Although he has twelve years to go,
My family is quite content.
Steven James Peterson

The worst of times: a child who dies
Beneath a cruel carriage wheel.
A sister used, despite her cries,
By aristos who do not feel.
The best of times: the marquis killed.
And the people have arisen.
But still revenge within us cries
With a doctor’s curse in prison.
Neither the best of times nor worst,
Watching the next Evrémonde heir
To a title forever cursed
Mouthing a final silent prayer.
Neither the worst of times nor best,
By the scaffold daily sitting,
Knowing that though I’m still oppressed,
I’ve improved my skill at knitting.
David Blakey

‘A garden is a lovesome thing.’ You what? 
It’s not. The idea is absurd.
Mine’s like a parking lot,
Crapped on by every single bird.
And really, is ‘lovesome’ even a word?
But ‘grotty’ is, and mine’s a load of grot.
Maybe I am too easily deterred,
But I can’t grow grass. (I’ve never tried pot!)
Roses? No chance. What flourishes are weeds,
Greenfly, blight, slugs and dandelion seeds.
Ignore TV or all the books one reads,
A fourth-floor flat is what one really needs.
I’m up to here with bloody gardening.
A garden’s nothing like a lovesome thing.
Brian Murdoch

NO. 3353: RUNNING ON FULL

You are invited to submit a poem about 
the dine-and-dash phenomenon (16 lines 
max). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 5 June.

SOLUTION TO 2652: A AND M

The unclued Across lights are makes of AUSTIN  
(in yellow) cars and the unclued Down lights are  
MORRIS (in red) cars, hence A and M in the title.

First prize Chris Taylor, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Runners-up Sara MacIntosh, Darlington;
Stephen Smith, Messing, Essex
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England teams brought home an Aladdin’s cave 
of medals from the European Senior Team 
Championship, which concluded in Slovenia last 
week. Their victory in the over-65 section was 
particularly convincing. The team of John Nunn 
(reigning world senior champion 65+), Tony 
Kosten, Peter Large, Chris Baker and Nigel Povah 
lost just two games out of 36, and picked up 
four individual board medals, including gold for 
Chris Baker. Peter Large demolished a Finnish 
grandmaster in the following game. 

Peter Large-Heikki Westerinen
European Sr Team Championship, 65+, 2024

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 dxe4 4 Nxe4 Bd7 
5 Nf3 Bc6 6 Bd3 Nd7 7 O-O Ngf6 8 Neg5 
Bxf3 9 Qxf3 c6 10 Re1 Be7 11 Qh3 Nf8 
12 c3 Nd5 13 Qh5 Bxg5 14 Bxg5 Qd7 
15 Rad1 Nf6 16 Qh4 Qe7 (see diagram) 
Westerinen has conceded both bishops and oceans 
of time but castling queenside would improve the 
outlook. So the following central break is timely. 
17 d5 cxd5 18 Bb5+ N8d7 19 c4 White’s 
pieces are ideally situated for this forcible opening 
of central files. a6 20 Bxd7+ Kxd7 21 cxd5 e5 
22 Qh3+ Kd8 23 d6 Qe6 24 Qc3 24…Rc8 25 
Qa5+ Kd7 26 Rxe5 wins easily, so Black resigns 

The margin of victory was narrower in the 50+ 
section, with England 1, Hungary and Italy all 
tied on match points at the top of the table. The 

In Comp. 3350 you were invited to write a 
refutation of a well-known line from litera-
ture. Ian Jack once imagined quibbling with 
Jane Austen over ‘a truth universally acknowl-
edged…’: ‘“Universally”, Miss Austen, even 
among pederasts with good fortunes, or among 
the heathen races?’ Poetry dominated, which is 
reflected in the winning entries (£25 to each). 
Pats on backs to Tracy Davidson, D.A. Prince, 
Nicholas Lee, Sylvia Fairley and others.

The unexamined life is most worth living:
I implore you, feel the gusto in the Now.
There’s so much to do, and Time is unforgiving,
You’ll never figure why we’re here, or how.
Leave experiences quite unmediated,
Surf that sense-data as if it were a wave;
There’s a world outside yourself you’ve underrated:
Don’t let introspection lull you to the grave.
It’s thumb-suckers’ comfort only, self-absorption,
Scrap those navel-gazing theories you revolve.
Face the world instead; it’s out of all proportion,
Like an ocean into which all selves dissolve.
Let examiners continue their dissections,
As they tear themselves apart, just turn away
For the Now is beckoning from all directions:
Come unblinking and unthinking out to play.
Adrian Fry

Essentially a tragic age?
No, comic, I would say:
John Thomas rising from the page
While making new-mown hay –

Lady Jane, and dialect,
While joining in a jiggle –
And Clifford, who does not suspect –
My goodness, what a giggle!

Refuse to take it tragically?
Well, I for one do mourn
That Lawrence, almost magically,
Reduces all to corn –

Life’s an existential jest:
Does that sound rather callous?
It saddens me though, when undressed,
To dwell upon the Phallus.
Bill Greenwell

‘My dear Mr Bennet, have you heard Saltburn is to 
be let at last?’ Mr Bennet replied that he had not.

‘But it is, and a young man of not thirty years, 
with a good fortune, is to take it. He has visited with 
his friend Mr Quick, lately down from Oxford. We 
must surely attend one of their parties.’ 

‘Perhaps the young men will prefer to be alone.’
‘Mr Bennet, how can you vex me so? You know 

full well that our daughters are eligible and pretty. 
You have no respect for gaiety.’

‘You mistake me my dear. I have every respect 
for gaiety. Sir James has indeed invited me to assist 
at one of his, ahem, parties.’

‘You, Mr Bennet?’
‘Indeed so. It is not often acknowledged that a  

single man, in possession of a good fortune, may be 
simply in search of some fun.’ 
Chris Ramsey

PUZZLE NO. 802

Black to play. Rocco-Ghasi, 4NCL, May 2024. 
White’s last move Rd1-a1 was a mistake, and with 
his next move Ghasi provoked instant resigna-
tion. What did he play? Email answers to chess@
spectator.co.uk by Monday 27 May. There is a 
prize of £20 for the first correct answer out of a 
hat. Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Qf2+!! 2 Rxf2 Rb1+ 
3 Rf1 Bd4+ 4 Kh1 Rxf1#
Last week’s winner Richard Booth, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire

Chess 
European Seniors  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights (one of two 
words) are of a recent kind.

Competition 
Beg to differ  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 39…Rd8xd1

White to play, position after 16…Qd7-e7
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