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LIFE

		  Across
	11	 Drug ring spread round 

India (6)
	12	 Quiet New Year last of all 

for Jewish community (6)
	13	 Nothing in drink for 

succulent plant (4)
	14	 Awfully neat image,  

oddly, shows ribbons (7)
	20	 Girl dancing around 

current king’s cabinet (7)
	21	 Save wild birds (4)
	27	 Lament trouble on  

flipping Internet (6)
	29	 Deity has gravitas 

periodically (4)
	30	 Ordinarily holding back 

currency (4)
	31	 Mentors following 

universal customs (6)
	33	 Wave from car (6)
	36	 Old man saving energy  

no more (4)
	37	 Maybe avarice is 

something for the rich? (7)
	40	 Release bird westwards (4)
	43	 Past name for struggle (4)
	45	 Drama about American 

patriarch (4)
	46	 Key change due to be 

forbidden (6)
	47	 Pearl’s books about 

nothing in Paris (6)

		  Down
	 2	 Shout greeting abroad, 

holding 30 (5)
	 3	 Business contacts I upset 

foolishly (3-3)
	 4	 Went on Israeli version of 

Irish TV programme? (8)

	 5	 From Rome, a lower fare 
(4)

	 6	 Introductory price I see cut 
on beauty treatment (9)

	 7	 Weak cryptic hint (4)
	 8	 Seizing pounds, corrupt 

dictator (6)
	 9	 Calm artist in 

uncoordinated state (8)
	15	 Partridge, say, climbing 

ravine (4)
	17	 Ex-VP no good once more 

(4)
	22	 Cash for large jumper? (4)
	23	 Faith about a sister’s art 

(3-6)
	25	 Fantastic beast in 

university (4)
	26	 Airman, one twice flying 

in pre-fight period (8)
	28	 Bananas galore! Is sultana 

here? (8)
	32	 Knight had to leave 

festivity (4)
	35	 Heather mostly fine (4)
	36	 Medic’s nursing individual 

feature of hives (6)
	39	 Poet’s under Welsh 

location (5)
	41	 A lot of bitter maple (4)
	42	 What lovers do with small 

drink (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 26 
September. There are two 
runners-up prizes of £20. Please 
scan or photograph entries and 
email them (including the 
crossword number in the subject 
field) to crosswords@spectator.
co.uk, or post to: Crossword 
2572, The Spectator, 22 Old 
Queen Street, London SW1H 
9HP. Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2572:  
Blown up  
by Lavatch

and for which relief I would owe her an eternal debt 
of gratitude. Mr Davies, however, compounds my 
agonies over at least three series, prolonging them 
like some nineteenth-century Love Island. I am, 
your Ladyship, in want of release from this 
purgatory, hence my earnest and humble request for 
your assistance. Your humble servant,
David Silverman/Thomas Parker to Lady Denham

Pursued by a band of fiends in human form who 
have dared to invade the sacred intimacies of my 
private life – in short, having suffered the removal 
of the bedroom furniture at the hands of the bailiffs’ 
men – and having no hope of a remittance from any 
member of my scurrilous malamute family – I turn 
with confidence of Copperfield the friend of my 
youth, certain that a trifling loan of five pounds will 
be immediately dispatched to lodgings under the 
arches, which will save my children from the 
ravages of want until something eligible in the way 
of employment turns up – which, I may say, I am 
hourly expecting; loan to be repaid with astonishing 
velocity once I am again in funds. Yours in 
extremis, Wilkins Micawber
Gail White/Wilkins Micawber

Good Peter Quince, thou and I have enjoyed ever 
the most obscene and courageous good fellowship, 
and I trust to make this a perfit plea to move my 
friend’s heart in my moment of sore embarrassment. 
The Duke’s munificence since our lofty tragedy 
and comedy triumph at his nuptial festivities doth 
renew itself at intervals, so even before I make my 
supplication, thou knowest well repayment is 
assured. It grieves me to confess that I have been 
most wickedly cozened. A rogue (God shield us!) 
hath practised knavishly upon me with 
representations that he could make me a 
shareholder in a new Athenian theatre company. 
His cruel fraud hath left me penniless and in need 
of some immediate small competence, which I will 
undertake to restitute as soon as may be. My 
weaver’s trade and player’s trade together must in 
time’s fullness restore a sweetness to our fortunes. 
Chris O’Carroll/Nick Bottom

Dear Andy B. 
I had hoped that I might not have needed to write 
this letter, which is a disgrace: to you and not to me.

You have so much to offer, and I would have 
expected you to lend it before I asked! Really! I see 
so much brilliant money in your deep pockets, and 
I would like some. Of course I will return it. I will 
be lowering taxes so that I will have more to spend, 
and that way, I will soon have plenty with which to 
repay your loan. In the meantime I am crying out 
for your cash!

Let’s double down on the deal. When you let 
me have your cheque, I will ramp up what I want. 
A second cheque will follow! This. Will. Not. Be. 
A. Handout. I will however be reviewing your 
bank’s mandate. That’s what friends are for!
M.E. Truss
Bill Greenwell/Liz Truss to Andrew Bailey

NO. 3268: BLOOD AND HONEY

News that a Winnie-the-Pooh horror flick, 
Blood and Honey, is in the pipeline prompts 
me to invite you to recast an extract from 
children’s literature (please specify) in the 
horror genre. Please email entries (150 
words/16 lines) to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 21 September.

SOLUTION TO 2569: ANADAD

The quotation was ‘I WAS BORN TO SPEAK ALL MIRTH 
AND NO MATTER’ from Much Ado About Nothing (II.i.321) 
by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. BEAT/RICE (23D/17) is 
the speaker and BENE/DICK (12/31) the sparring partner. 
Title: Much Ado About Nothing in cryptic form. 

First prize R.R. Alford, Oundle, Peterborough 
Runners-up Gordon Hobbs, Woodford Green, Essex;
Fergus Jamieson, London SE26 

Name 		  	
	
Address 		 		

		 		

		 		

	  	  

		

Around the perimeter, beginning at 
square 1, is a line of poetry (seven 
words, in ODQ) followed by the 
title of the poem (six words; one 
abbreviated word in the original 
title must be written out in full). 
Remaining unclued lights are of a 
kind, suggested by the quotation.
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