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LIFE

		  Across
	 4	 Artisan on board, 

apparently (9)
	 9	 Airline having to secure 

shopping accessory  
(10, two words)

	11	 Alton United seen 
regularly (5)

	12	 State loudly and close  
the innings (7)

	14	 It’s terrible about half of 
the lake having dried up (5)

	15	 Maintain he has left 
Michael in trouble (5)

	16	 Washes electronic 
instruments (6)

	21	 Waterproofs for artist in 
river up north (8)

	22	 Weeks at school in one  
or more stations (7)

	24	 Caesar’s for backing  
mine! (4)

	25	 Noted German out for 
fifty, opening (4)

	27	 Short sight? (7)
	28	 No good wheedling about 

capital (8, two words)
	34	 I left during a race on a 

slope (5)
	35	 Quick foray, seizing  

power (5)
	37	 Those who plunder small 

files with folio missing (7)
	39	 Grave demeanour having 

repaired one roué’s sari 
(10, two words)

	40	 French novelist has time 
with rhyming girl and boy 
(9, two words)

	41	 Cash for thoughts? (5)

		  Down
	 1	 Vandal and striker broke 

metal drinking vessel  
(13, two words)

	 2	 He leaves the baps for 
fishes (6)

	 3	 Portrays office employee – 
isn’t wrong! (6)

	 4	 Fold on the pitch (6)
	 7	 Small friend’s sudden 

attack (5)
	 8	 Abba’s album at airport 

facility (8)
	10	 Smells rose and rye 

brewed without respite 
(13)

	13	 Coat with lines and 
wrinkles (7)

	17	 Repaired a shirt (6)
	19	 Play ‘Stormy Weather’ (7)
	20	 Most prevalent form of 

strife (6)
	23	 Balanced diet set out late 

in the day (8)
	29	 In the centre of a poorly lit 

twisting street (6)
	30	 Fertile isle’s borders (6)
	31	 Dubliner’s heart set on 

pin-up (6)
	32	 Somewhat well-endowed 

(5)
	36	 Some upcoming amateur 

player (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 25 
April. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2550: Shorties  
by Doc

Near the ship swims a creature. We are told
It’s a squat lobster. Squatting in the cold
Right by the ship’s name makes a metaphor
For men’s endurance both in peace and war.
Brian Murdoch

Under a lullaby of ice,
By the currents shifted, shuttled –
A strange idea of paradise,
Unscuttled:
 
Where the blizzard does not reach,
Timbers shivered, hardly weathered –
Still and silent, but a speech
Untethered.
 
None are left who rigged its sails,
Or who watched it drown, half-blinking:
None thought to find its stern, its rails
Unsinking.
 
Urchins, squirts and brittlestars
Hold court there, unabated:
They too endure, their repertoires
Undated.
Bill Greenwell 

Ernie was only forty-seven, he didn’t want to die
but he’s plodding after Nansen
where the Empire meets the sky.
His countrymen ignored him
in their craze for Captain Scott,
and James Caird to South Georgia
was a tale that time forgot.
But a nation’s taste in heroes
is fickle as the sea,
so they sent a yellow robot
to pinpoint his crushed debris.
Is that two sperm whales mating
in Antarctic paradise,
or Ernie’s ship Endurance asleep below the ice?
She won’t forget old Ernie! (Ernie!)
And he drove the toughest steam-yacht in the south.
Nick MacKinnon

So all day long the noise of searching filled
The icy mountains of the winter sea
Until Sir Ernest’s ship at last was seen
And on her stern ENDURANCE proudly 
	 gleamed.
When naval crew and archaeologists
Observed the wreck that for a hundred years
Slept peacefully beneath the Weddell Sea
Their eyes were dazzled as they saw the ship
Intact, undaunted as the day she sank.
And when they glimpsed the shining five-point 
	 star,
Polaris, the great vessel’s primal name,
Their hearts enjoyed the happiness of pride.
Though years had darkened round him now it 
	 seemed
That Shackleton had shuffled out of death
To greet the gallants who had found his ship.
Frank McDonald

NO. 3246: LET’S GET PHYSICAL

Nicola Shulman wrote a piece in this maga-
zine about Philip Larkin’s penis. You are 
invited to submit a poem in the style of the 
poet of your choice (please specify) about a 
problematic appendage. Please email entries 
of up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 20 April.
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SOLUTION TO 2547: ASCENDING ORDER  

The unclued lights are phrases which include the  
numbers from 1 to 7, with 1 featured twice.

First prize  John Bennett, Havant, Hants
Runners-up  David Brown, Riemerling, Germany;
Robert Cross, Northleach, Cheltenham, Glos 
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The unclued lights and eight 
clued without thematic defini-
tion are of a kind, expressly con-
firmed in a section of Chambers.
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